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Southwest Florida Community Founda-
tion awarded $86,000 to United Way of 
Lee, Hendry and Glades as fiscal sponsor 
of the Hunger Task Force of Southwest 
Florida through the community foun-
dation’s  annual Initiative 
Grant. The grant will be used 
to support the Hunger Task 
Force’s H.E.L.P. Initiative 
(Hunger Eradicated by Local 
Partnerships).

The Initiative Grant 
required that grant seekers 
collaborate with other com-
munity partners. According to the Hunger 
Task Force grant proposal, the H.E.L.P. 
initiative includes the following collabora-
tive efforts: 
➤ The Salvation Army will develop a 

client-choice food pantry called Sally’s 
Marketplace.
➤ Harry Chapin Food Bank will imple-

ment a gleaning program for gathering 
produce from Southwest Florida farms to 
increase the supply of fresh produce and 
citrus at local food pantries.
➤ CCMI will undertake the creation of 

a sustainable customer-choice centered 
model for long-term hunger elimination 
that includes neighborhood store-
front cafés and pantry mar-
ketplaces, mobile food 
pantries, and mobile 
case management 
and food stamp 
access.
➤ Kids Against 

Hunger will pro-
vide rice packets 
to food pantries for 

distribution during the summer months.
➤ Sown Together will create and main-

tain urban gardening projects.
The theme for this year’s Initiative 

Grant was “Working Together for Hunger 
Relief.”  

 “The Community Foun-
dation’s Trustees decided in 
November to select hunger as 
the focus issue of the Initia-
tive, recognizing that hunger 
is a critical community issue,” 
said Anne Douglas, SWFLCF 
director of programs. 

She noted that with the economic reces-
sion, increased foreclosures, and rising 
unemployment in Southwest Florida, hun-
ger relief agencies have been seeing a 
dramatic increase in the number of clients 
they are serving, including middle-income 
clients who used to be donors. To make 
matters worse, at the same time that there 
is increased demand for services, many 
agencies are also seeing a decrease in 
monetary and food donations.

The Southwest Florida Community 
Foundation’s annual Initiative Grant focus 
area is determined in November. Grant 
proposals are accepted beginning in Jan-

uary through early to mid-March 
and awards are announced 

in June. The Initiative 
Grant is the Commu-

nity Foundation’s 
largest annual grant. 
Visit www.florida-
community.com or 
call 274-5900 for 
detailed grant infor-
mation. ■

Community Foundation awards 
initiative grant to fight hunger

Six Mile Charter Academy (SMCA), a Florida 

“A” School is a learning community that focuses on 

each student’s ability to demonstrate learning 

through superior access to technology and immer-

sion in character education. 

SMCA is a member of the Charter Schools USA 

family of schools that provides Lee County with 

five privately managed public schools. For this 

reason, we are able to continue to offer unique 

programs and provide exciting learning opportuni-

ties for your child. 

Stop by to find out more about our rigorous 

academic curriculum and the Charter Schools USA 

advantages. 

JOIN US for an
Enrollment Information Session on
Thursday, July 2 or Tuesday, July 14

• NO TUITION  •  Uniform Policy
• PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
 • Serving Grades PreK - 8

Proud to be an “A” School

6851 Lancer Ave · Ft. Myers, Florida 33912 

Discover a Whole New World
of Learning Opportunities

A few seats are still available for the 2009-2010 school year. 

Apply online today at 
www.SixMileCharter.org

or call (239) 768-9375
to schedule a tour and to meet our 

certified, dedicated teachers.

S I X  M I L E
C H A R T E R  A C A D E M Y

S I X  M I L E
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HARNESS THE POWER OF THE SUN

SOLAR POWER YOUR HOME
& SAVE Up to 100%


