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As temperatures in Southwest Florida 
are heading toward triple digits, the 
Florida Department of Children and 
Families reminds parents and caregivers 
that it is never OK to leave young chil-
dren or vulnerable adults unat-
tended in hot cars.

Each year, the agency investi-
gates incidents where children 
and vulnerable adults have been 
left unattended in vehicles dur-
ing sweltering summer days. 
Every year, there is a prevent-
able tragedy. Most recently, DCF 
is investigating two child deaths 
in the Jacksonville area within 
the past two weeks that occurred 
because children were left in hot 
cars unattended.

In Lee County, the agency is 
investigating a case where three 
young children were left alone 
in a car for at least 10 minutes. 
The children were not harmed, 
but all parents need to know that 
it is just too hot to leave children unat-
tended in the car for any amount of time. 
The temperature inside cars, even with 
the windows slightly open, can quickly 
reach as high as 140 degrees.

In the past decade, at least three chil-
dren in Southwest Florida have died as 
a result of being left in a hot car. Across 

the country, more than 200 children 
have died in hot cars during that time 
period.

In the state of Florida, it is illegal to 
leave a child under the age of 6 unat-

tended or unsupervised in a vehicle for 
more than 15 minutes.

Anyone who sees a young child or 
vulnerable adult left unattended in a 
vehicle during these extreme summer 
temperatures should contact emergency 
personnel immediately. It could very 
well save a life.  ■

High temperatures 
a danger to children

Six Mile Charter Academy (SMCA), a Florida 

“A” School is a learning community that focuses on 

each student’s ability to demonstrate learning 

through superior access to technology and immer-

sion in character education. 

SMCA is a member of the Charter Schools USA 

family of schools that provides Lee County with 

five privately managed public schools. For this 

reason, we are able to continue to offer unique 

programs and provide exciting learning opportuni-

ties for your child. 

Stop by to find out more about our rigorous 

academic curriculum and the Charter Schools USA 

advantages. 

JOIN US for an
Enrollment Information Session on
Thursday, July 2 or Tuesday, July 14

• NO TUITION  •  Uniform Policy
• PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT
 • Serving Grades PreK - 8

Proud to be an “A” School

6851 Lancer Ave · Ft. Myers, Florida 33912 

Discover a Whole New World
of Learning Opportunities

A few seats are still available for the 2009-2010 school year. 

Apply online today at 
www.SixMileCharter.org

or call (239) 768-9375
to schedule a tour and to meet our 

certified, dedicated teachers.
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Be on alert for any child or vulnerable 
adult left unattended in a vehicle


