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Michael Jackson with Bubbles in 1984.

Jackson’s chimp
living the good
life in SWFL

Bubbles was once
a celebrity himself

BY E.l. ROTTERSMAN

news@floridaweekly.com

Bubbles, the chimpanzee who was
Michael Jackson’s constant compan-
ion for years, has been living at the
Center for Great Apes, a sanctuary
for chimpanzees and orangutans in
Wauchula, about 70 miles north of
Fort Myers, since 2005.

“He’s a wonderful chimpanzee,”
said Patti Ragan, founder and direc-
tor of the ape center.

Ms. Ragan said the 26-year-old
chimp spends his days playing with
fellow chimpanzees, running around
the center’s tunnel system and, well,
just being Bubbles.

“We have lots of celebrities here,”
Ragan said. “We treat them all the
same. We try to keep their lives as
rich as we can.”

Bubbles was born at a biomedical
research facility in Austin, Texas,
in 1983. While still an infant, he was
purchased for Mr. Jackson by animal
trainer Bob Dunn, center officials
said.

The chimp reportedly lived with
the pop star at his Neverland com-
pound, sat in on the recording of the
“Bad” album and accompanied Mr.
Jackson on the “Bad” world tour in
1988.

However, the singer’s relation-
ship with Bubbles was mocked in the
press and became the first in a series
of bizarre, eccentric behaviors that
followed the pop icon the rest of his
career.

When Bubbles grew too large, he
was removed to Mr. Dunn’s Califor-
nia compound. In 2005, Mr. Dunn

SEE BUBBLES, A10 »

COMPETES FOR LIMITED, AND
AT TIMES, VOLUNTEER JOBS

“Things have
gotten really
competitive.

I've never had a
hard time finding
a summer job
before, but this
year it's been
impossible.”

— Michael Serge, 16

BY PAM V. KROL
pkrol@floridaweekly.com

OT LONG AGO, FINDING
a job was a fairly simple
matter for teens inter-
ested in earning some

extra spending money

- L)
over the summer. The ,‘\“S\de‘
whole enterprise typically took = ﬂhe"ob
place the week after school let out Tips 10 & Web sIes
and required little more than a Tiow som! eﬂSW.‘
trip to the mall or a couple of local are nEID g\

restaurants. After filling out a few
applications, a kid could pretty
much count on being employed by
the following weekend.
Few things are that simple for
anyone in today’s job market, but
especially for teens.
For one thing, competition for the limited

SEE WORKFORCE, A9 »
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A Legend in Fort Myers

Six-time Grammy Award-winner
John Legend plays Mann Hall. G1 »

Grapes and GIasseS

And other society events in Lee
County. C26 & 29 »

Bell Tower Shops

The aging Fort Myers mall is getting
anew look to compete for younger
shoppers. B1

Independence Day

Check out what's happening this
Fourth of July. A12 »
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