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Rub a dub dub: Mortals in a tub.
And how do you think they got 

there?
I don’t mean to rub you the wrong 

way, to do the disservice of a rub of your 
nose in an indecent dimension.

I only desire descant without descent 
into dissension. I want to rub elbows 
with you. I want to rub shoulders with 
you. 

One object moving, over and against 
one object stationary, along the surface, 
with pressure: Ah, there’s the rub. It is 
the agony and the ecstasy.

We remember the agony of obstruc-
tion, the rub that is abrasion of uneven 
surface upon another. Serenity is 
marred. The difficult ensues. This is no 
rubber bullet. This rubbing in is rubbing 
out, lethal. 

We find ourselves wandering in the 
night, sleepless, rubbing our hands 
to rub away damned spots of guilty 
body fluids unnamed and unidentified. 
And if we are unable to rub away the 
pain, we might obsessively examine 
rubbings, artifacts of memories etched 
stone walled in the archives of would 
be forgettings. Is this perseveration bet-
ter than rubber rooms? Better yet is 

MUSINGS
Rub

— Rx is the FloridaWeekly muse who 
hopes to inspire profound mutiny in all 
those who care to read. Our Rx may be 
wearing a pirate cloak of invisibility, but 
emanating from within this shadow is 
hope that readers will feel free to respond. 
Who knows: You may even inspire the 
muse. Make contact if you dare.

erasure, rubbing senseless into com-
plete censure. Tabula rasa, no more and 
always less.

Rub a dub: Dub. My mouth is moving 
and sounds emerge, but all is rubbed 
senseless, origin and original mean-
ing rubbed out. Superimposed aural 
rubbings rule. The sense of emergent 
sound and meaning rub against the deaf 
receiver. Misinterpretation is reified, 
dubbed onto oral cavity rubbings. A 
foreign rubber universe is laid over me, 
like a masking shroud. Is this the cost of 
contact? Is this the rub? Who can win in 
this? How can there be peace, or merely 
détente? I would even strong arm into 
victory to make it stop.

Perhaps the rubber match is not 
incendiary. Perhaps the tie need not 
be broken. The rubbers that erase and 
sterilize, that disconnect and insulate, 
simultaneously protect, allowing some 
rub, some connection of limited trust 
and thrust. Is this not a service? Do not 
mothers everywhere caution their chil-
dren to wear their rubbers?

The rub is rubbing off on me.
“Rub” does not only name abrasion, 

after all. It is Russian currency and good 
Ugandan meat spice. It is Libyan date 
syrup lusciously lapping wheat flour 
cakes. It is lineament and the applying 
of lineament by skilled fingers. Rubbing 
is creative pattern making.

Rubbing is genesis of ecstasy. 
I have seen the aerial roots of rubber 

trees. I imagine them mutually rubbing 
earth and sky, profligate yet unashamed. 
They are connecting the unconnectable 
even as they prepare to create the rub-
bery stuff of ultimate disconnection and 

insulation. Such is the rub.
I have hope that my words can rub 

you the right way, fingers upon desire, 
ultimate agonists altering reception of 
worlds. 

Rubbing the Aladdin’s lamp, I wish 
into existence twin bodies in embrace, 
rapt, wrapped. Afloat upon an ostensi-
bly external sea they are kaleidoscopic 
yantra dancings. Apart from the rub 
they are not. 

The rub is their nesting, their min-
gling and tingling and rampant song 
drumming. The rub at their single

heart center is intolerable, inexorable, 
demanding and madness. With it they 
cannot go on. Without it they mere-
ly evaporate: senescent, evanescent, 

ephemeral, inconclusive. 
But even then I would be the recog-

nizing of it anywhere. It is every where 
and when and how, closer than the air 
that rubs us into being. It is we, clean 
and afloat in the rub a dub tub.

Shakespeare says it: “To die, to sleep. 
To sleep: Perchance to dream: Ah, 
there’s the rub.” ■
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FT. MYERS HIGH SCHOOL

CLASS OF 2009

Project Graduation is an alcohol & drug free all night event for 

graduating seniors that takes place the night of graduation.  

The Senior Class, Administration, Faculty and Staff from FMHS 

wish to thank the following sponsors and community members 

for making this event such a huge success.  Without them our 

evening could not have been possible.  

THANK YOU!

AMC Cinemas (NFM)

Applebee’s

AZUL Spa

Bagel Factory

Barnes and Noble

Beef O’Brady’s

BJ’s Wholesale Club

Broadway Palm 

   Dinner Theater

Cannington’s

Cement Industries Inc.

Charlie’s Steakery

Cheeseburger in Paradise

Chik-Fil-A 

Chili’s Grill and Bar

China Buffet

Chizmar’s 

CiCi’s Pizza

City of Cape Coral

Condo and HOA 

   Law Group, LLC

Cookies By Design

Costco’s Wholesale Club

Cozzoli’s Pizzeria

Crisper’s 

Culligan Water

Dickenson and Assoc.

Domino’s Pizza

Dunkin Donuts

Edison Ford Winter 

   Estates Found.

Edison Mall

Extreme Tan

Fireservice Disaster Kleenup

First Choice Haircutters

Frito Vending Co.

Ft. Myers Billiards

Ft. Myers High Booster Club

Ft. Myers Toyota

Hooter’s 

Hurricane Grill & Wings

Indigo Press

Jason’s Deli

Jerzey Mike’s Subs

Kagan Jugan & Assoc.

La Casita Authentic 

   Mexican Restaurant

Lazy Flamingo

Lee Roy Selmon’s

Little Caesar’s  Pizza

Lynn Watson Animal 

   Health Center

Macy’s

Margaritaville

Mario’s  Italian Meat Market

Marquee Cinema (Cape Coral)

Max Orient

Mike Greenwell’s Family

  Fun Park

Mimi’s Café

Moe’s Southwest Grill

Nautilus Photography

Norman Love Confections

Olive Garden

Optimist  Club of Ft. Myers

Outback

Papa John’s Pizza

Pepsi

Perkins Restaurant & Bakery

Pizza Hut  

Publix Super Market

Raymond’s Building Supplly

Rene’s Custom Catering

Resort Sports

Rib City Grill

Rita’s Italian Ice

Ruth Messmer Florist

Sam’s  Wholesale Club

Sanibel-Captiva Kiwanis Club

Sbarro

School House Theater

Sears Grand (Cape Coral)

Shrimp Shack

Smokey Bones

Sonny’s Real Pit BBQ

Source Inc.

Starbucks Coffee

Steak N Shake

Subway (Ft. Myers)

Sun Harvest Citrus

Sweet Tomatoes

Sweetbay Supermarket

TGI Friday’s

The Club At Grandezza

The Dunes Golf and 

   Tennis Club

The Training Ground

Two Guys Pizza

Velda Farms

Veranda

Wal Mart (Cape Coral)

Wilson C. Smith III law


