
FLORIDA WEEKLY   WEEK OF MAY 27-JUNE 2, 2009    NEWS    A29

www.happyfeet.com

 (Across from Bass Pro Shops, next to Bar Louie and Border Books

The MBT Superstore

Men’s $  off Women’s &

HHA299992099
Services Available Nationwide

You now have a choice to keep a frail, aging person in their own
home and out of a nursing home. Let our professional Care
Managers and their integrated team of SeniorBridge Caregivers
provide care in your home 24/7.

Benefits of SeniorBridge:
• Reduced hospitalizations 
• Better overall physical health
• Improved quality of life
• Less family stress 

SeniorBridge.com

y
stress

SeniorBridge.com

5621 Strand Blvd.
Suite 301 • Naples

(239) 594-5004

14260 Metropolis Ave. 
Suite 103 • Fort Myers

(239) 561-7100

Living Safely in the Comfort of Your Home

Save Money on Insurance - GUARANTEED!
Have a one time wind mitigation inspection.

FREE INSPECTION WITH RE-ROOF

CCC 036982                                             LICENSED AND INSURED                                             CBC 1256190

WE FIX LEAKS!   239.334.0334

A division of Custom Contracting Group Inc. 
SERVING LEE COUNTY FOR OVER 20 YRS

WINDOWS SIDING SOFFIT

e-mail: customcontract@comcast.net Call 239.437.3900 for reservations.

F r e e  S e m i n a r s :

Fri. 2/6, 3pm
9407 Cypress Lake Drive, Suite A

Presented by Stephen Prendiville, MD

Featuring the latest advances in facial plastic surgery 
and skin rejuvenation. Including RHYTEC Portrait®

 a skin 
resurfacing breakthrough which provides dramatic results

 with less downtime and redness.

Friday, June 19, 3pm
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Save 45-75% on all your Prescription needs
All Canadian Drug Services

 

(ACDS)

No Hidden Fees

Call fo
r FREE 

Quote

Scientists are now targeting neuronal 
nicotinic receptors, found on nerve cells 
throughout the central nervous system, 
for treatment of a number of neuro-
logical and psychiatric disorders. Selec-
tive compounds have been developed 
to activate NNRs in order to stimulate 
the release of several important neu-
rotransmitters which have been shown to 
improve cognition in laboratory studies.  
The brain relies on these neurotransmit-
ters (chemicals such as dopamine and 
acetylcholine), to enable nerve cells to 
communicate with one another.  Abbott 
researchers are now developing NNR 
compounds, including investigational 
medication ABT-089, for the potential 
treatment of Alzheimer’s disease.  

“At Abbott, we’ve been studying NNRs 
for more than a decade, and we are hope-
ful that this innovative research will lead 
to important advances in the treatment of 
cognitive disorders that disrupt the lives 
of patients and their families,” said Dr. 
Mario Saltarelli, divisional vice president, 
Neuroscience Development, Abbott.  

ABT-089 is now being evaluated for its 
safety and effectiveness in Alzheimer’s 
disease, a progressive and devastating 
brain disorder that destroys the capacity 
to remember, reason, communicate, and 
perform routine tasks. In Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, nerve cells lose the ability to com-
municate with one another and eventual-
ly die. Developed by Abbott, ABT-089 is 
designed to activate NNRs in the brain in 
an effort to restore proper chemical sig-
naling in brain regions damaged by the 

disease.  Testing of the effects of ABT-
089 on cognitive function in Alzheimer’s 
patients is currently under way. 

“Clinical trials are crucial to finding 
new and better ways to treat and prevent 
Alzheimer’s disease, “ said Dr. Frederick 
Schaerf, of Neuropsychiatric Associates, 
an independent medical research com-
pany headquartered in Fort Myers. “The 
effects of Alzheimer’s disease can be 
devastating to patients and their families, 
and this study offers patients the oppor-
tunity to help evaluate the potential of 
ABT-089, an investigational medication 
being studied for this disease.”

Fort Myers-based Neuropsychiatric 
Research Center is currently enrolling 
Alzheimer’s patients for a 12-week phase 
II study of ABT-089. The ideal study par-
ticipant has been diagnosed with mild to 
moderate Alzheimer’s disease and has 
been on Alzheimer’s medication for at 
least three months. After the 12-week 
study, participants have the option to 
openly receive ABT-089 as part of a long-
term extension study. Families of people 
with Alzheimer’s disease may visit www.
thinkALZ.com or call 243-9982 to contact 
the clinic. There is no cost to the study 
participants or their families, and trans-
portation can be arranged.  

Complimentary memory screenings 
are also available at this clinic location 
to evaluate anyone with concerns regard-
ing memory loss or possible Alzheimer’s 
disease. 

Neuropsychiatric Research Center can 
be reached at 939-7777.  ■

Nerve receptors new target 
for treating brain disorders 


