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Sassy sister has some bling in her boutique

BY EVAN WILLIAMS

ewilliams@floridaweekly.com

yndie Grimes’ retail space at

Shimmer & Chic is a classic bou-

tique: small, with specialty items
that are in limited supply. You won’t find
the same mass produced, department
store dresses or earrings or wraps that
hundreds of other ladies might be wear-
ing this year.

“We try to keep things fresh and
trendy,” Ms. Grimes said. “It’s a small
store where you can go in and find
something that’s unique and different.

The jewelry, clothes, purses and mis-
cellaneous gift items — like keychains,
handmade picture frames or carry-on
food and water bowls for pets — range
from classy to kitsch. The prices are
moderate, from a few dollars to about
$300. The handbag lines, most for under
$100, are bestsellers.

“Small, girlfriend gifts,” as Ms. Grimes
describes her inventory. “But there are a
few things for men too.”

She opened Shimmer & Chic in
November 2006, renting out a corner
space in the gallery of The Denny Grimes
Building, which sits to the side of Sam’s
Club Plaza, just off US 41. The building
has become a mini-mall of sorts, offering
real-estate services, Shimmer & Chic
and a coffee shop that serves lunch and
often hosts live music.

Ms. Grimes, 48, runs the business with

her two sisters: Teri Hansen, 46, owner
of Priority Marketing in Fort Myers; and
Kathi Graham, 37, who lives in Franklin,
N.C. and operates a similar boutique
there called Sassy Sisters.

It’s the first project the sisters have
undertaken together.

“(Opening the boutiques) together
was not something five years ago we
thought we’d be doing,” Ms. Grimes said.
“If anything, it probably made us closer.
They both have different perspectives,
different tastes. They’re both very good
salesgirls.”

The sisters grew up in Fort Myers.
Their father bought 60 acres in South
Fort Myers and made money selling par-
cels of the land. But at the time, “people
thought he was absolutely crazy,” Ms.
Grimes said.

She graduated from Cypress Lake
High School, where she met her hus-
band, Fort Myers real-estate mogul
Denny Grimes. They were married in
December 1978.

Now, all three sisters have full-time
careers. Ms. Grimes is a nurse practi-
tioner at a plastic surgeon’s office when
she’s not running Shimmer & Chic. She’s
also up most mornings at 5:30 a.m.,
teaching an exercise class at Omni Club
in South Fort Myers. She likes to go
boating, play tennis and hang out with
her dogs.

At Shimmer & Chic, Ms. Grimes cre-
ates the displays in the store and tends to
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customers with the help of two employ-
ees (including her daughter, Lyndsey
Grimes, 26).

She credits Ms. Hansen as being a
kind of secret retail weapon: a behind-
the-scenes operator, accountant and
bookkeeper, who also comes up with
ideas for advertisements and promo-
tions like signing up customers for an
e-mail mailing list.

“She’s the one who really has the

entrepreneurial spirit, the focus, the
vision,” Ms. Grimes said.

The three sisters share the duty of
ordering merchandise. Ms. Hansen likes
to select items with a lot of “bling.”
Bling is “flashy or elaborate jewelry and
ornamented accessories that are carried,
worn or installed.”

“It’s very tasteful,” Ms. Grimes said.
She usually orders items with less bling
than her sister. “We get bling heavy
sometimes,” she said.

One of the biggest challenges for the
sisters is competing with all the big-
name shops at Bell Tower or Coconut
Point.

“People are going to go where they
can find something they really like or
something at a really great price,” Ms.
Grimes said. “Everybody is facing the
same challenges right now and compet-
ing for these same customers.”

Shimmer & Chic also gets involved
with charitable organizations by host-
ing “Shop Nights.” Ten percent of that
evening’s profits are donated to places
like the American Heart Association or
PACE Center for Girls.

Ms. Grimes plans to keep the boutique
stores small and never expand outside
Fort Myers or Franklin, N.C., where she
has a second home.

“I can’t see opening in places where we
don’t have an active role in the commu-
nity,” she said. “It’s that personal touch
we try to create that sets us apart.” l
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Warehouse w/Office For Lease or Sale

* Westgate Industrial Park
© Minutes from I-75
© 24 Parking Spaces

* 11,600+ SF
20 Ft. Eave Height
* (4) 12'x14’ O/H Doors

Lease $6.00 PSF Gross
Contact: Tom Woodyard or Carrie Vincent
WA1957L

Warehouse/Office Billy Creek
Commerce Center

Motivateg Seller

10,000 SF Building
40,740+ SF Land

o IL - Light Industrial
* Three separate Units

 Truckwell/OH Door
 City Water/Sewer
* Off I-75 Exit 139

Sale Price: $975,000
Contact: Todd Holman

Royal Palm Professional Condo

o Zoned: B1 - Business
o Located off Colonial Blvd.
& Summerlin Rd.

® 4,256+ SF
2 Units
* Retail/Professional

Price: $12.00 PSF Gross
Contact: Steve Wood

Medical/Professional Office Space
For Lease

= Immediate Occupancy

2,084 = SF
2,800 + SF
 Easy Access to
All Major Corridors

* Two (2) Suites Available
© Impact Fees Paid
 Fully Built Out

« Central Ave Location

Lease: $8.00 PSF + CAM

Contact: Alex Wright, CCIM
WA1951

Gross Lease - One Unit Remaining
on McGregor Boulevard

2,000 SF Unit
* Excellent Visibility
© Zoned C2

o Ample Parking

* S Ft Myers Location

* Near Banks, Shopping
& beaches

Price: $12.00 PSF Gross
Contact: Tom Woodyard or Carrie Vincent
WA2038L

Commercial Site in Charlotte Co.

* 1.15= Acre * Zoned General Commercial
* Excellent Location * 100’= Frontage on US 41
 Allows Hotel/Motel, * Great Commercial Exposure

Retail, Pharmacy, & More e Motivated Seller

Price: $195,000 or $3.90 PSF
Contact: Honora’ Jacobus
WA1459

Warehouse

© 62,400+ SF

* 3,311+ SF Office Space
 Just off Daniels Pkwy
* Quick Access to I-75

* 3-Phase Power

* 3 Dock High Doors

o Extra Paved Parking

o Airport Woods Comm. Ctr

Lease: $3.90 PSF + $1.85 PSF CAM
Contact: Todd Holman
WA1379

Signature Building for Lease
on Lee Bivd

 Executive Office Space * Lease incentives
1,200 SF Built-Out Available ¢ Prominent Location on
* Built-to-Suite Options Lee Blvd

 Join other professionals

Starting at $300.00/Mo
CALL FOR DETAILS

Contact: Steve Wood WA361

Warehouse For Lease or Sale in
Benchmark Corporate Park

- B =
© 25,000 SF incl. 450+ SF e IL - Light Industrial
« Office w/2 Restrooms o All Block & Sprinkled
© 4 OH Grade Level Doors  * Benchmark Corporate Park
© Two (2) Truckwell Doors e Off I-75, Exit 138
 City Water and Sewer

Lease: $3.99 PSF + $2.00 PSF CAM
Price: $1,625,000

Contact: Todd Holman WA987

Medical/Professional Office For Lease

© 1,259 + SF - 2,612 = SF Units ¢ C1 - Commercial
 Second & Third Floors  One Block North of
* Medical Impact Fees Paid Colonial Blvd
* Motivated Owner © Near SW FL Regional
Med Center
Lease: $13.00 PSF + $4.50 PSF CAM

Contact: Alex Wright, CCIM
WA1997

South Fort Myers Commercial Building
FOR SALE

© 3,210 SF Building
© .29+/- Acres
* Water/Sewer
* Large Yard/Fenced

o Located Near US41

o Built 1998

* (2) Zone A/C

 Zoned C2- Commercial

Price: $490,000
Contact: Tom Woodyard or Carrie Vincent
WA1939

Office Space For Lease

& IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY

* 1,550+SF  Great Downtown
« 5 Separate Office * Ample Parking
o w/full kitchen & restroom i Rear of Building

 Spotless, Freshly Painted ¢ Move in Ready

Lease: $1,286.00/Mo + Tax
Contact: Honora’ Jacobus
WA2017

Retail/Office/Warehouse Units
2 Units Available

© One Retail Unit - 1,430+ SF ¢ 12’ x 14°0H Door Per Unit
© One 2,624 SF Unit * Water/Sewer

* Immediate Occupancy * Gateway Community
 Easy Access to I-75  Just off Daniels Pkwy.

Lease: $9.00 PSF Gross
Contact: Todd Holman
WA1220
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