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Former newsman counts his blessings, every day

BY BILL CORNWELL

news@floridaweekly.com

he arc of John Fish’s newspaper

career took a precipitous dip in July

of last year with the announcement
that he was resigning as publisher of the
Naples Daily News after only three years in
the job. The stated reason for the surprising
departure was that Mr. Fish wished “to pur-
sue other professional opportunities.”

Neither the newspaper nor Mr. Fish has
seen fit to amplify on that boilerplate expla-
nation, leaving it to bloggers and media
gossips to fill in the blanks with a variety of
theories — some that are favorable to Mr.
Fish and many that are not.

In general, the lines of attack on Mr. Fish
portrayed him as a trendy, cost-cutting mar-
tinet who was obsessed with technological
advancement at the expense of traditional
newsgathering, while his supporters saw
him as a forward-thinking manager who
was laid low by a corporate maelstrom.

For his part, Mr. Fish kept his counsel and
moved on, offering himself as a consultant
to newspapers and businesses that seek to
flourish in the age of the Internet. Tech-
nology had been his specialty at the Daily
News and at other newspapers at which he
had worked, and he had become something
of a guru in that field. Even the Daily News,
in announcing his leaving, noted that he
had acquired “an international reputation
for being an innovator in online news.”

To his delight, Mr. Fish found a num-

ber of publications and businesses were
eager for his services. And so, on March 5
of this year, Mr. Fish, who is 50 years old,
was in fine spirits as he drove along I-75,
headed for the airport and a business trip to
Philadelphia. Things seemed to be coming
together again. But then the oddest thing
happened: Mr. Fish’s body — his right side,
to be precise — simply shut down.

“Yeah, it happened right there on I-75”
he recalls. “The right side of my body froze.
I kept control of the car, but I had to slow
down. It lasted for about 30 seconds and
then I was ok. I thought it was a quirk.”

This strange sensation continued to
come and go over the next few days. Finally,
Mr. Fish’s wife, Juan, insisted on taking
him to an emergency room. That was on
a Wednesday evening. The “quirks” were
actually seizures, doctors explained, and
by Friday Mr. Fish was undergoing almost
seven hours of surgery on his brain.

“It was a fairly large tumor,” Mr. Fish
says. “But good news was that it was a slow-
growing tumor.”

Since the operation, he’s been treated
with chemotherapy and radiation. Although
the treatments are draining, he has remained
strong and confident throughout, and the
tumor has not increased in size. “I'll have
to say that I am very proud that I've been
out of town six times on business since the
operation,” he says.

While the prognosis is hopeful and
“everything is looking good,” Mr. Fish read-
ily acknowledges that he faces a struggle.
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Yet he continues to be enthusiastic about
his consulting work, which has landed him
clients in places like Savannah, Philadel-
phia, Arkansas and his home state of North
Carolina. “All the companies I work for
have been very kind, and they know what
I'm going through,” he says, adding he
has reduced his work over the past few
months.

He’s quick to note that not all of his
clients are newspapers. “I work with non-

media companies as well, and the majority
of the time I'm working with them in the
area of Internet sales,” he explains.

As a consultant, he continues to preach
that newspapers — his true love — must
evolve or face extinction. “I don’t think
most newspapers have any idea where
they’re headed,” he says. “They just know
it's all up in the air. The new thinking
requires that everyone at a newspaper shift
their thinking about the Internet and other
media.”

He offers for sale, to clients and non-
clients as well, a 600-page manual that he
says outlines “where newspapers need to be
five years from now.”

In addition to his consulting duties, Mr.
Fish is a blogger (johnjfish.com), which
allows him to post updates about his health
and business affairs. Although he made his
name on the business side of newspapers,
he began as a reporter, and his blog reveals
him to be a graceful writer of considerable
wit and insight.

“I enjoy the writing; it’s a release,” he
says.

Mr. Fish’s future is speculative on several
levels. There are the health concerns and
the business considerations, and it is uncer-
tain if he will remain in Naples for the long
term. He and Juan hope to stay in Naples
until the younger of their two daughters,
who is a high school sophomore, graduates.

“I know it sounds cliché, but I swear it’s
true. I count my blessings every single day.
Every day. I'm a lucky man.” B

2.29+/- Commercial Site For Sale
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 Allows 90 Unit Hotel,

 Zoned CS-2 (Commercial) * Near US41 & I-75

Office Suite For Sale or Lease

.34+/- Acre Corner Site
Evans Avenue
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* 2,654xSF

© CC - Community Commercial

 Evans & Market St  Zoned RS-D (Residential/

 High Growth Area
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Warehouse for Lease

* New Construction  © 7,200= SF

* |2-Heavy Industrial e Large Yard-Fenced & Paved

* Four OH Doors  Air-Conditioned Showroom

* On Edison Ave.

Lease: $4.95 PSF NNN + $2.00 PSF CAM
Contact: Todd Holman

WA1929

3,966+/- SF Commercial Building
On Lee Boulevard

* 3,966+/- SF Bldg  Former Fast-Food Restaurant
* 1.15+/- Acres  Zoned C2 -Commercial

* 50+/- Parking Spaces e Allows: restaurant, office/

* Drive-Thru Access medical

o Ask About Equipment

Price: $765,000
Contact: Tom Woodyard or Carrie Vincent
WA2046

Office & Retail Unit For Lease

 1,225+SF & 1,280+SF Units ¢ Zoned CPD
 One Fully Built-Out * Maximum Exposure
* Medical/Office and One © Motivated Owner
* Retail Space on Metro * Medical Impact
Pkwy Fees Paid
Lease: $14.00 PSF + $3.25 PSF CAM
Contact: Alex Wright, CCIM
WA1995

Office & Retail Unit For Lease

* Building Plans available

* Irrigation System in place
* Benchmark Corporate Park
o Located in Enterprise ¢ Two minutes from I-75,

 25,875= SF
* DO in place
o Cleared and Filled
Exit 138

Price: $590,000
Contact: Todd Holman

Zone

WA1838

Banks, Offices, Asst.
Living

* Near Malls, Airport,
University

Price: $1,500,000
Contact: Tom Woodyard or Carrie Vincent

WA2047

1.20+ AC Commercial Site on
Homestead
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© 1,268+/- SF Building e Freestanding Bldg
© Lehigh Acres Location Fenced Area

* Zoned CG * Day /Church/Bank

** Selling Agent Bonus**
Price: $299,000
Contact: Tom Woodyard or Carrie Vincent
WA1956

Office Space off Daniels Pkwy.

o Class “A” Office Space
* 1,680+ SF © Ample Parking
o Ideally located * Priced right
o Just off Daniels Parkway e Call for details
Lease: $12.00 PSF + $6.46 PSF CAM
Contact: Honora’ Jacobus

* Fully Air Conditioned

WA2050

e Located in Lehigh Acres ¢ Medical Impact Fees Paid
o Office or Medical Use e High Traffic Counts
o Great Visibility o Suite Can Be Subdivided
¢ Immediate Occupancy
Sale $425,000 ¢ Lease: $12.00 PSF + CAM
Contact: Alex Wright, CCIM
WA1980

Royal Palm Professional Center

* 1,200+SF
* Lots of Windows
o Quick & Easy Access  * Off Summerlin Rd
to Cape Coral South of Colonial
“Must See” Opportunity
Price: $1,000.00/Mo + tax
Contact: Steve Wood

 Fully Furnished &
Networked office

WA1657

110+/- Acres For Sale
Immokalee, FL

NEW LISTING
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 Zoned AG - Agricultural

© 2 AC Reservoir & Much
More

© 26 AC Oranges

* 36 AC Blueberries

* 36 AC Row Crops

o Steel Barn/Warehouse/

Office i
Price: $1,900,000.00

Contact: Tom Woodyard or Carrie Vincent

WA2044

 Excellent Visibility
* Near Downtown
* Water/Sewer

Duplex)
¢ 150’+/- Frontage Evans

Price: $99,900
Contact: Tom Woodyard or Carrie Vincent

WA2045

28+/- Acre Future Commercial Site
Glades County

NEW LISTING
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* CR731 Location

* SW Glades County

* Potential i
Land Only

© Zoned AG
© Land Use: Commercial
LaBelle

* Near

Price: $1,800,000
Contact: Tom Woodyard or Carrie Vincent

WA2041

Warehouse/Office in Billy Creek
Commerce Center

¢ IPD - Industrial Planned Dev
o Three (3) Phase Power
o Sprinklers

* 8,640= SF

 Two (2) OH Doors

o City Water & Sewer

o Just off Luckett Rd.
0ff 1-75 (Exit 139)

Lease: $4.50 PSF NNN + $1.75 PSF CAM

Contact: Todd Holman
WA1958
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