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BUSINESS BRIEFS

Girard
Environmental
Services opens
Fort Myers office

» Girard Environmental Services, a
full-service commercial landscaping com-
pany based in Seminole County, recently
opened a new branch in Fort Myers. The
branch will be managed by Wade Smith
and is located on 1975 Ortiz Ave. The
opening is part of an expansion plan
that includes a total of 11 branch offices
throughout Florida. The company is also
scheduled to open locations in Tampa,
Boynton Beach and Jacksonville before
April 2009.

“In difficult economic times, most of
our major competitors have downsized
and cut costs to maintain their profit
margin,” said Rick Girard, chief execu-
tive officer of the company. “Unfortu-
nately, this means they are cutting both
customer service and customer satisfac-
tion. As a privately owned firm, we take
the opposite approach. We have
been able to boost our market g
share by increasing customer
service and satisfaction.”

Despite the downturn in
the economy, GES’s business
continues to grow. Since Janu-
ary 2008, the company has signed
more than 150 new properties to its
portfolio and its revenue has increased
by almost 25 percent. As a result of
this growth, GES currently provides
weekly landscaping maintenance to
more than 425 commercial properties.
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With more convenient locations
across the state, GES has been able to cut
expenses associated with vehicles, equip-
ment, maintenance and fuel. As such,
the company is able to spend more of its
time on the service it provides — not on
the road. W

Stevens
Construction
collecting toys

» Stevens Construction Inc. is col-
lecting toy donations for the U.S. Marine
Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program.
Located at 6208 Whiskey Creek Drive,
Stevens Construction is among the many
businesses in Southwest Florida. that will
serve as drop-off sites for those inter-
ested in donating to the program. The

company is collecting
& new, unwrapped toys
for children ranging

from infant to 13

years old. Donations

are due by Decem-
ber 12. Toys for Tots
distributes toys
. to more than
2,500 needy
children in

Lee Coun-

ty. This

year, the pro-
gram expects a 28
percent increase in
participation over
2007. For more
information on Toys
for Tots, visit www.
toysfortots.org M

The things wet

Brendon Tripodo

Private Bank Manager, SVP
brendon.tripodo@53.com
(239) 591-6460

WEALTH MANAGEMENT

We know that the complexities of the financial world can sometimes be a little
overwhelming. That’s why we provide you with dedicated investment professionals.
Meet Brendon Tripodo, SVP and Private Bank Manager at Fifth Third Private
Bank. With more that 17 years in financial services, Brendon and his team of
highly credentialed specialists provide wealth planning, investment management,
private banking, risk management, and trust services. Put Fifth Third Private Bank

to work for you. Call 239-591-6460 to arrange a consultation today.
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FIFTH THIRD
PRIVATE BANK

The things we do for dreams

Fifth Third Private Bank is a division of Fifth Third Bank offering

AreNot FDICInsured | Offer No Bank Guarantee | May Lose Value

Are Not Insured By Any Federal Government Agency | Are Not A Deposit
Insurance products made available through Fifth Third Insurance Agency, Inc.

banking, investment and insurance products and services. Fifth Third
Bancorp provides access to investments and investment services
through various subsidiaries. Investments and Investment Services:
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The solution for all your
healthcare environment needs

* Waiting ® Consultation ® Exam ¢ Nurse’s Station ¢ Patient Room
* Radiology ¢ Laboratory ® Café and Break Room ¢ Administrative
and Private Offices ® Conference and Training Rooms ¢ Work Tool
¢ Visual Display Technology ¢ Seating
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OFDC

Office Funiture and Design Concepts
11866 Metro Parkway  Fort Myers

239-337-1212 . www.ofdc-inc.com
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S« THE DRY CLEANER THAT COMES TO YOU”

| PANTS & SLACKS SPECIAL

Royal Cleaners is

to your first month’s charges.
ON NEW ACCOUNTS ONLY. MUST CHARGE $125 OR MORE.

L------------
Royal Cleaners is a quality and experienced Dry Cleaner specializing in:
* Household Items ¢ Evening Wear & Specialty Clothing
* Shirts * Dry Cleaning

FREE Pick-Up & Delivery Available
in Fort Myers, Estero & Bonita Springs
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