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Fort Myers City 
Manager William 
Mitchell has selected 
Interim Police Chief 
Douglas Baker as 
the city’s new police 
chief.

Mr. Mitchell said 
Mr. Baker “is (the) 
best qualified, con-
sidering his experi-
ence and knowledge 
of the city and the 
challenges facing it.”

Over the past six 
months, with the 
assistance of Slavin 
Management Con-
sultants, Mr. Mitchell 
conducted a national 
search and recruit-
ment for a new chief 
to replace Police 
Chief Hilton Daniels who retired on 
July 30. 

More than 150 candidates applied 
for the job. Five finalists, with one 
withdrawing, were invited to the city 
for interviews and presentation at a 
reception that was open to the public. A 
panel of local citizens and law enforce-
ment professionals from throughout the 
state conducted televised interviews of 
the finalists and recommended the top 
three to Mr. Mitchell. 

Mr. Baker is a 22-year veteran of the 
police department. He has earned a 
bachelor’s degree in management and 

master’s degree in 
human resources 
management from 
International Col-
lege in Fort Myers. 

Rising through 
the ranks, Mr. Baker 
was promoted to 
the rank of major in 
2003 and served as 
commander of the 
Operations Bureau, 
assuming the addi-
tional responsibili-
ties of the Investi-
gations Bureau in 
2006. A graduate 
of the FBI National 
Academy, he super-
vised the Communi-
ty Policing Unit, the 
Crime Prevention 
Unit and the Citi-

zen Police Academy. He developed and 
implemented the police department’s 
comparative statistics program or 
Compstat approach to reducing crime, 
allocating and managing resources and 
improving the city’s quality of life. He 
also led the city’s anti-crime task force 
in 2007. It was his leadership during the 
tragic killing of Police Officer Andrew 
Widman that enabled the police depart-
ment and the City of Fort Myers to 
ensure needed support to Officer Wid-
man’s widow and family. 

Mr. Mitchell will ask the city council 
for confirmation on Dec. 1. ■
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Never Pay for Hot Water! 
Install a $4500 Solar Water Heating System for as 
little as $2150* and you’ll save up to 30% on your 
electric bill! 

Heat Your Pool! 
A solar system is the most efficient and cost effective 
way to heat your pool. You’ll be able to stay home 
more, enjoy your pool, and great times with your 
family and friends.

Or Install a Photovoltaic System
for your Home or Business!

PV is the most energy productive of all solar 
products. It’s your best insurance against soaring 
electric rates. In fact, under the recent “Net 
Metering” law, the extra electricity you produce is 
“sold” back to the utility company and a dollar-for-
dollar amount is credited to your account!

Call 239.939.7446 Today!
www.AdvanceSolar.com

*for information about incentives available and financing options.

  It’s one 
small panel  

on your roof.

Voted BEST place to 
buy 12 years in a row!

THE investment you CAN’T afford NOT to make!

Lowest Prices and the Best Quality.

Call 239.939.7446 Today!

Chief Douglas Baker


