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Move in today. Fort Myers’ new 
luxurious 2 & 3 bedroom residences. Spacious
penthouses. 12 park-like acres. Sweeping views 
of the water & city skyline. Deep water boat
slips. Tennis, resort-style pool & spa, private
poolside cabanas, club theater, billiards, card
room, health club, men’s & women’s massage,
steam & locker rooms.

PRICES, PLANS & SPECIFICATIONS SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

EXCLUSIVE SALES & MARKETING

239.995.8200 | NorthStarYachtClub.com

3420 Hancock Bridge Parkway, North Fort Myers, Florida 33903 

Sales Center & Models | M-F 10-6 | Sat. 10-5 | Sun. 12-5

Legendary waterfront living
from the high $300s.

2500 Main St., Ft. Myers Beach
Toll Free 888-796-6427

Boat Service &Boat Service &
RepairsRepairs

FULL SERVICE & REPAIR DEPARTMENT
Voted SW FLORIDA’S Best Marina!

Please contact the service department at Salty Sam’s Marina to schedule your service today!

“People are coming a few at a time,” 
said Jill Turner, CEO of Children’s 
Advocacy Center, the lead agency at 
the east Fort Myers House. “We’re 
doing a survey with a lot of the people 
that come through. They know more 
about what they need than I do.”

The east Fort Myers House was 
modeled on the United Way House in 
Dunbar, next to the Soup Kitchen on 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.  
Lee Memorial Health System is paying 
the rent on the facility.

“What’s great about the United Way 
House is, every neighborhood is dif-
ferent,” said Sarah Owen, director of 
Community Cooperative Ministries 
Incorporated, the lead agency at the 
Dunbar House. “The key to success 
is not going into a neighborhood and 
saying ‘Here’s what we’re going to do.’ 
We go in and say ‘What can we do for 
you?’”

Lee United Way President Cliff 
Smith said the Dunbar House is a suc-
cess because of the “synergy” between 
the various agencies. 

Since opening about a year and a 
half ago, the front desk at the Dunbar 
House, which is set up like a doctor’s 
office, went from receiving about 40 
people per month to 1,200 people this 
September. 

The housing meltdown and eco-
nomic downturn, which hit some east 
Fort Myers laborers hard, was also a 
factor in the decision to open the new 
facility.

“Instead of simply feeding the hun-
gry, you can give them the type of 
things they need to move into a situa-
tion in which they can be a productive 
member of the community,” Mr. Smith 
said.

While the Dunbar House may focus 
more on the homeless or hungry, the 
east Fort Myers House will be aimed 
at families. 

“We decided that our mission state-
ment for that house is going to be 
strengthening families,” Ms. Turner 
said.  “We want to be able to have a 
family come in, and if they need food, 
a job, a medical referral, to get the ser-
vices they need in one location.”

Community Cooperative will be a 
partner agency at the east Fort Myers 
House. The Salvation Army will help 
families prepare resumes and find 
work. Hope Hospice will assist with 
end-of-life care. Hope Clubhouse 
will cover mental health issues. The 

Department of Children and Fami-
lies Access Computer will assist with 
applications that require a lot of red-
tape, such as food stamps. Any other 
organizations or volunteers are wel-
come to offer services there as well.

“Everybody donates something,” 
Ms. Turner said. “Everybody brings 
something to make it a collaborative 
effort that works.”

The Home Ownership Research 
Center, which assists families who 
are in danger of losing their homes to 
foreclosures, has been one of the busi-
est agencies at the east House so far. 

“What we do is negotiate (with the 
banks),” said Martha Green, an admin-
istrative assistant for the Home Own-
ership Center.

Ms. Green had just moved into the 
office last week along with five other 
workers from her agency. 

Family Health Center has been at 
that location since 1994, and will con-
tinue its medical service, but will now 
also be able to refer patients to the 
other services.

“We provide primary medical care,” 
said Bob Johns, senior vice president 
of community partnerships with Fam-
ily Health Center. “You can be home-
less, penniless and we’ll see you. We 
see anyone and everyone.

“The United Way folks approached 
us to see if we could coordinate with 
the other agencies that moved in and 
several of those agencies help with 
parenting skills and families in crisis.

“What it means is, when a family 
is seen in our office, our doctor can 
refer them to a social service agency 
that deals with learning disabilities or 
whatever, right next door.

“Or let’s say someone comes in for 
some food stamps, and they’re talking 
to one of those food providers, they 
can walk next door and see one of the 
doctors.

“It’s kind of a symbiotic relation-
ship.

“We are there to serve the neighbor-
hood and the neighborhood will tell us 
what it needs. It really is about having 
a presence and then listening. I have 
a sneaking suspicion that unemploy-
ment will be an issue. For now, we’re 
going to keep our ears open.”

United Way Houses are also being 
planned in North Fort Myers and Cape 
Coral.

“If there are any agencies that would 
like to partner with us in east Fort 
Myers, we’d love to have them,” said 
Ms. Turner.

For more information, call 939-2808 
and ask for Phyllis Jacoby or visit 
www.cac-swfl.org. ■
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