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in the area. I was working so hard I
didn’t really have time to get involved
socially.”

The JBN holds monthly meetings, has
more than 100 members and helped Ms.
Raskin make a decision to go back to
school for a master’s degree in mental
health counseling.

“There is a sense of togetherness in
the (JBN,)” she said. “Everyone feels
they have a common bond.

“The way the rabbi conducts the meet-
ings, there is some mention of faith, but
the business comes first. He might tell
an inspirational story that is religious
based at the beginning of the meeting,
but it really is a business meting.”

Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz, who heads
the JBN through Chabad Lubavitch of
Southwest Florida, said, “The focus is
not come here, yow’ll make money. It’s
where to make high level relationships
and friendships that naturally result in
business.

“If a person is in line spiritually, his
business is going to be better.”

The rabbi pointed out some values the
Jewish community shares that are good
for business, like respect and honesty.

“Ultimately, it’s faith,” he said.

While religion and business mix as
well as oil and water at most business
functions, they are homogenized at the
JBN.

“Why should you separate (faith
and business)?” Rabbi Minkowicz said.
“What we need to do is have faith in
everything we do.

“It really is all connected. We believe
that a person is a complete person — if

a person is healthy the business is going
to be healthy.”

For more information on the JBN, call
433-7708, visit Chabadswf.org. or e-mail
yourjbn@chabadswf.org.

Islam

There’s no organized business group
associated with Islam in Southwest Flor-
ida, because there are so few practicing
in Southwest Florida, said Mohamed
Al-Darsani, the director of the Islamic
Center for PEACE in Fort Myers. But
there are about 2,000 Muslims in the
area who have faith-based guidelines
for business.

“Our faith dictates everything in our
life, including business,” Mr. Mohamed
said. “The way you finance it, the type
of business you get involved in, the
type of loans and partnerships. We're
immune to the financial crisis that is
storming all over the globe, because
most of the Muslim concepts are built
on (values) completely different form
the Western World.”

Islamic guidelines forbid loans in
which interest is either paid or collect-
ed, ruling out the entire mortgage melt-
down. Loans are also supposed to be
only for basic necessities, and the bor-
rower sets the terms for an Islamic loan,
not the lender. That means a lender has
to wait until the borrower is able to pay
him back. The lender is also encouraged
to “forgive the debt” if they can.

What if they never pay up?

“Your payment will be guaranteed
by God himself, even if it’s in the here-
after,” Mr. Mohamed said. “Remember,
you don’t have to lend. You don’t have
to do it. But if you do, you have to be
patient.”

For more information, call 671-1761 or
visit ic-peace.com. H
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Mpe_rtym
m Zoned CN-3
m 1 Acre +/- (321 feet of road frontage)
m D.O. In Place
m Busy intersection
m Near Hwy. 82 & Daniels Parkway.

Property Details:
m Zoned C (Industrial-Business Park)
m Billy Creek Commerce Center
m Multiple Tenants
m Building & Land m 8,246 sq.ft.
m 5881 Zip Drive

McWilliams Buckley

Associates

REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

Pro ert Details:

Lee Blvd. frontage approx. 470 ft.
Zoned CS-1

71,431 Sq.ft.

Water & Sewer

2 homes w/ conversion potential
700 Taylor Ln. Lehigh Acres

Property Details:

m Located on Gulf access canal

m Duplex with commercial zoning (P1-W)
m 1,034 sq. ft. under air

m Single car garage each side.

m Great opportunity in a great SE Cape

John McWilliams Tom Buckley
Broker REALTOR
239-841-0570 239-229-2232

P: 239-466-9411 F: 239-225-6124
e-mail: info@mcwilliamsbuckley.com
www.McWilliamsBuckley.com
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The solution for all your
healthcare environment needs

* Waiting ® Consultation ® Exam ¢ Nurse’s Station ¢ Patient Room
* Radiology ¢ Laboratory ® Café and Break Room ¢ Administrative
and Private Offices ® Conference and Training Rooms ¢ Work Tool
¢ Visual Display Technology ¢ Seating
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OFDC

Office Funiture and Design Concepts
11866 Metro Parkway  Fort Myers

239-337-1212 . www.ofdc-inc.com

Tom Cronin, Sr.
President, The Shell Factory & Nature Park
Chairman, Southwest Capital Bank board
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Think of the Possibilities

“As a long-time resident of this area, | believe in a community bank that has my best
interest at heart and business success in mind.

Managing the operations of a tourist attraction, my business needs are unique to
Southwest Florida.

Because Southwest Capital is locally managed and operated, it plays a vital role in
local commerce and the economic development of this area by supporting small to
mid-size businesses.”

DEPOSIT INTO YOUR ACCOUNT RIGHT FROM YOUR DESKTOP

ONLINE BANKING AND BILL PAY

BUSINESS EQUITY LINE SECURED BY PERSONAL OR COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
LOCAL AND FLEXIBLE DECISION MAKING

Southwest T Bk ofcers
¢ Bruce A. Schultz, President/CEO
Plt m @i David L. Robbins, Executive Vice President/CFO
BANK, N.A.EZ7Z=4 Tom Fuess, Senior Vice President/Senior Lender

www.SouthwestCapitalBank.com

Riverwalk Corporate Center
12670 Creekside Lane Pine Island

10530 Stringfellow Road
Unit #1

239.283.1618

Downtown Fort Myers
1520 Broadway

Suite #107
239.332.0460

Suite #101
Fort Myers
239.333.2830




