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Never Pay for Hot Water! 
Install a $4500 Solar Water Heating System for as 
little as $2150* and you’ll save up to 30% on your 
electric bill! 

Heat Your Pool! 
A solar system is the most efficient and cost effective 
way to heat your pool. You’ll be able to stay home 
more, enjoy your pool, and great times with your 
family and friends.

Or Install a Photovoltaic System
for your Home or Business!

PV is the most energy productive of all solar 
products. It’s your best insurance against soaring 
electric rates. In fact, under the recent “Net 
Metering” law, the extra electricity you produce is 
“sold” back to the utility company and a dollar-for-
dollar amount is credited to your account!

Call 239.939.7446 Today!
www.AdvanceSolar.com

*for information about incentives available and financing options.

  It’s one 
small panel  

on your roof.

Voted BEST place to 
buy 12 years in a row!

THE investment you CAN’T afford NOT to make!

Lowest Prices and the Best Quality.

Call 239.939.7446 Today!

The Leading Provider  of Family and Urgent Care 
Medicine in Southwest Florida  

ESTERO URGENT CARE  
WALK-IN MEDICAL CLINIC  

EsteroUrgentCareOnline.
The way medicine should be!  

SPECIAL FALL OFFER:

FLU SHOTS
JUST  $15.00

Sat. 9am-2pm

Now offering Massage Therapy

Without an appointment  
and without the wait.

9250 Corkscrew Road, Estero 33928
Also located on 1713 SW Health Parkway, Naples239-948-1310  

ST. FRANCIS SCHOOL … 
70 YEARS OF EDUCATING, GUIDING 

AND INSPIRING STUDENTS

St. Francis Xavier School - EDUCATING 
by challenging each student to achieve his or her best 
spiritually, intellectually, creatively and academically

St. Francis Xavier School – GUIDING 
students to experience the true meaning of “Christian Com-
munity” within a safe, sensitive and supportive environment

St. Francis Xavier School – INSPIRING 
students and more than 6,000 alumni to make a positive 

difference in their community and in the world

Open enrollment at St. Francis Xavier School is in 

progress for Pre-K through 8th grade and child care services

2055 Heitman Street • Ft Myers
www.stfrancisfortmyers.org

For More Information Call: 239-334-7707

Edison’s music program by following Cri-
sara’s tradition. “He cared about his students 
in an honest and genuine way. He set a high 
standard and you were expected to reach 
that.” He also plans to increase awareness in 
the community about the music program and 
work with local high schools to offer a wider 
range of scholarship opportunities for their 
music students.

 “Many people are surprised to hear that 
we have scholarships available for music stu-
dents,” he said. “Unfortunately, that means 
many of our scholarships go unfilled each 
year. We need to change that.

“It’s a very open door enrollment. Any 
student who wants to play music has an 
opportunity to pursue that here in a very 
open environment.”

Dr. Smith will lead the Edison Jazz 
Ensemble, Edison Symphony Orchestra and 
Edison Concert Band. He will also teach 
several courses, including applied trumpet 
and jazz band. His jazz band students will 
learn songs like Oliver Nelson’s “Blues and 
the Abstract Truth” and Woody Herman’s 
“Wood Choppers Ball.”

“I like to pick a repertoire that gives stu-
dents an idea of the history and tradition of 
jazz,” he said.

Jazz history, in which students learn about 
“the only true American art form,” is his 
most popular course and is available as a 
general education requirement. “We expand-
ed the class size to get more people to come 
in,” he said.

He has played alongside jazz greats such 
as Charlie Haden, Gunther Schuller, Jean 
Luc-Ponty and the Duke Ellington Reper-
tory Orchestra.  But he also gamely sat in 
with a group of music majors last week for a 
few improvised bars of rock ’n’ roll and jazz. 

They came on a breezy Friday mid-morning, 
outside of class, to pursue their own band.

There are about 120 music majors at 
Edison this year, and Dr. Smith hopes that 
number will grow. “There has always been a 
strong music program (at Edison State),” he 
said. “I just think some students aren’t aware 
of the great faculty we have.”

Dr. Smith has been a music professor 
and band director at a liberal arts school in 
Georgia, and most recently was director of a 
two-year music program in Texas similar to 
the one at Edison State.

Although he was born in Wichita Falls, 
Texas, he moved often because of his 
father’s position in the Air Force. He spent 
most his youth on Florida’s Gulf coast, and 
said he jumped at the chance to work at Edi-
son and live on Fort Myers Beach with his 
wife and son. He also has two college-aged 
children.

He first played professionally in Panama 
City at age 14, in the horn section of soul 
music groups with his two older brothers 
(both now horn players and music profes-
sors in Georgia).

Since then, Dr. Smith has performed in 
most musical genres, with groups includ-
ing the Georgia Bach Festival Orchestra 
and rock bands Graham Central Station and 
Freddie Fender, as well as in musical theatre. 

“I’m a crossover player,” he said. “Not 
strictly classical, not strictly jazz or rhythm 
and blues… It’s sort of like — how do you 
choose which children you like the best?” 

This Saturday, Oct. 25, Dr. Smith will 
perform on trumpet with the Edison Pops 
50-piece orchestra as part of the Edison Pops 
at Sunset Concert featuring Blood, Sweat 
and Tears.

Call 489-9085 for more information or buy 
tickets online at www.edisonpops.com.

Other upcoming concerts include a Nov. 
17 Jazz Ensemble concert at Barbara B. Mann 
Performing Arts Hall. Check for other Edi-
son State College musical events at www.
bbmannpah.com. ■
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