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Cancer researcher unites passion for art with science

BY EVAN WILLIAMS

ewilliams@floridaweekly.com

s president of Tigris Pharmaceuti-
Acals, Inc., a biotechnology firm in

Bonita Springs, Dr. Edmundo Muniz
is helping develop therapeutic drugs for
cancer and trying to find a cure.

“We have to be prepared,” he said,
because the rate of cancer is expected to
increase by 50 percent in the next 10 or
12 years. “It is going to be a war between
cancer and our ability to defeat it. And I am
not planning to lose.”

While scientific rigor will be a part
of the battle, Dr. Muniz said successful
research owes an even greater debt to the
arts, because it fuels the imagination.

“We need to bring a little bit of pas-
sion and feeling to the world of research,”
he said, with the emotionally open and
sunny disposition acquired as a youth, near
the sparkle of the Caribbean Sea, in the
Dominican Republic.

“The Caribbean is equal to passion,” he
said. “Everything is extreme in the Carib-
bean. If it’s hot, it is very hot. If it rains,
it rains a lot. The water is very blue. The
people are happy and love life.”

Dr. Muniz came to America 22 years
ago and keeps his most cherished artists
close by — paintings by his father, wife and
daughter hang in his office; his other favor-
ites are Salvador Dali and Pablo Picasso.
He also recognizes the Chilean poet Pablo
Neruda, not as an enjoyable pastime, but as
a crucial part of his profession.

“A few weeks ago I filed my first patent,”

said Dr. Muniz, 52. “A drug for cervical
cancer and HPV (a sexually transmitted
virus that can cause cancer.) And I can tell
you that 90 percent of the reason why I was
able to come up with this invention was
due to imagination and not knowledge. In a
way, poetry is the spark of my imagination
and art, in general, is the greatest comple-
ment to my science. Without the ability to
energize your left brain, science is a dry
and limited endeavor.”

Before coming to Tigris in 2005, Dr.
Muniz earned a master’s from the Autono-
mous University of Santo Domingo. Later
he earned a Ph.D. in epidemiology and
international health from the University of
Michigan. Dr. Muniz has also served as the
state epidemiologist for the Indiana State
Department of Health.

Most recently, he was vice president of
Lilly Oncology Research, where he helped
develop the drug Gemzar, a leading treat-
ment for pancreatic cancer. While there, he
also compiled hundreds of pieces of art by
cancer patients, their doctors and families,
which were exhibited at the Royal College
of Art in London in 2004, and continue to
be shown at galleries in Europe and the
United States.

The idea for the art compilation was
sparked late one evening while he was
“having a few drinks” in Vienna, Dr. Muniz
recalled. He and some other doctors were
discussing how they could better under-
stand cancer patients’ ordeals.

“A couple of glasses of wine always help
a little bit to think about this,” Dr. Muniz
said. “We thought this was going to be a
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little thing — five months later, we had 500
pieces of art from around the world, some
of them extraordinary works of art.”

The art affected him.

“I knew as a physician what breast
cancer was, and I knew how deadly,” he
said. “But I never experienced listening to
women with breast cancer — how difficult
the journey, what an extraordinary battle
it is from a physical, emotional and mental
viewpoint. That was a very sobering expe-
rience for me.”

He left Lilly to work for Tigris so he can
focus his research on breast and pancre-
atic cancers, which he said lack effective
therapies. His goal is to develop drugs that

target those cancers directly, instead of the
guessing game that he said many doctors
play now.

“It’s developing the right drug, for the
right tumor, for the right patient,” he said.

On an average day, he arrives at his office
early to catch up on world news from any
number of newspapers and magazines.

“I need to be very connected to what’s
happening in the world,” he said. “We’re
too small to be isolated.”

After that he might work with scien-
tists, regarding the development of various
chemical compounds to be used for pos-
sible drug therapies, and how patients are
benefitting from trial drugs.

Later in the afternoon, he may work on
his own research projects — such as the
drug he patented for cervical cancer — and
sometimes speculate about “how to defeat,
how to trick cancer.”

Sometime during the middle of the day,
he takes a walk outside the office in Bonita
Springs.

“I go out here and walk around the area,
trying to think and enjoy the beauty of the
Florida sun and the vegetation,” he said.

Dr. Muniz lives nearby the offices, with
his wife, two sons and a daughter.

“My family is the biggest engine of my
drive, of my passion and even my imagi-
nation,” he said. “I am immensely proud
of having a great woman by my side and
three extraordinary children. Walking on
the beach with her, having a glass of wine
with my boys and listening to my daughter,
who is already an opera singer at 16, is the
greatest pleasure I can ever experience.” ll
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Office/Warehouse For Lease

Gloria
Hooper

Carrie
Vincent

2.93=x Acres Heavy Industrial Site

¢ 150’ Frontage * Zoned Commercial General
* N of Town Center e Allows retail, restaurants,
* Near Murdock Village e Hotels & more

* Zoned CG * Access to Major Corridors

Price: $339,000

Contact: Tom Woodyard or

Carrie Vincent
WA2034

Warehouse

* 62,400+ SF

* 3,311+ SF Office Space
o Just off Daniels Pkwy
* Quick Access to I-75

Price: $3.90 PSF + $1.85 PSF CAM
Contact: Todd Holman

 3-Phase Power

* 3 Dock High Doors
 Extra Paved Parking
 Airport Woods Comm. Ctr

WA1379

2,376 SF
* 920= SF Office

* Upper Loft Included

© Common Loading Dock

* 18’ Clear Height o Centrally Located

* 10’ x 12’ OH Door  Minutes to I-75
Price: $1,881.00 Per Month +
Sales Tax or $9.50 PSF Gross

Contact: Todd Holman WA2033

Excellent 40+ Acres Residential Development Site

W Just Reduced

* Zoned RPD 71 Single Family Homesites
o Incl. 54 Lake-Front Lots 600’ Frontage / Bayshore Rd
o Adjacent in Back to National ® D.0. in Place
o Wildlife Refuge * Close Proximity to I-75
Price: $1,350,000
Contact: Honora’ Jacobus

WA1923

* Ebson Drive Location
 Off Laurel Drive
 Access to US41/1-75 © Zoned MH-3

* Near The Shell Factory e Partial Fenced

Price: $395,000
Contact: Tom Woodyard
or Carrie Vincent

* (6) MH Pads
* RVs Welcome

WA2031

Class “A” Medical Office Space For Lease
Immediate Occupancy

 Zoned CC

* Includes Electric

* Prestigious Riverwalk
Area

© 2,200 SF Built Out
© Medical Impact Fees Pd

* Located on Creekside
Lane

Price Negotiable
Contact: Robyn Wright or
Alex Wright, CCIM

* 8,000+SF Units e Zoned IL - Light Industrial
© 3 0HDoors -12'x14’ e Great Corner Site
© 2 Min. from I-75 (Ext 138) * Ample Parking

Lease: $3.98 PSF + $2.50 PSF CAM (Est.)
Contact: Todd Holman

Signature Building for Lease on Lee Blvd

* Executive Office Space * Lease incentives
1,200 SF Built-Out Available * Prominent Location
* Built-to-Suite Options on Lee Blvd

 Join other professionals

Starting at $300.00/Mo
CALL FOR DETAILS

Contact: Steve Wood WAO351

* S of Hanson St

o E of Metro Pkwy

* Near Downtown FTM
 Corner Site/Cargo St

© Zoned Heavy Industrial
* Allows warehouse & more
* Access to I-75 (Ext. 138)
* Near Plantation/Veronica
Shoemaker
Price: $887,216 or $6.95 PSF
Contact: Tom Woodyard

or Carrie Vincent WA2028

Office Space for Lease

NEW LISTING

1,800 SF & 2,00SF  Upscale Build-Out
* Immediate Occupancy * Motivated Owner
« Shell space for Sale or Lease * Upscale Build-Out

Price: Starting at $14,00 PSF +
$4.00 PSF CAM
Contact: Robyn Wright or
Alex Wright, CCIM
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