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On the playground, some 20 small
children take turns pushing each other
on the swings and pulling each other in
wagons. When one child is hurt, the oth-
ers rush around to help out, asking if the
child is OK. There is almost no fighting,
something Owens attributes to the Mon-
tessori approach and the parent involve-
ment in the program.

“You have to be willing to be a partner
in your child’s education,” Owen said.
“We have open houses and art gallery
nights. As parents, you will be involved
and engaged. If you're here, it’s inten-
tional.”

Teachers were trained in the Montes-
sori methods and do not give traditional
group lessons but rather implement the
progress of each child through individual
lessons and record keeping. The school’s
approach features an organized environ-
ment and allows children to stay busy
with self-guided, uninterrupted work.

Scott said her 2-year-old daughter,
Unique Harris, has been attending for
about 11 months and the school is every-
thing that she had hoped it might be.

“It’s wonderful,” Scott said. “She
comes home and she knows new songs
and how to count to 10 in Spanish. They
teach all sorts of things that will help her
later in life.”

Community Cooperative Ministries
has also partnered with community
members to offer children who attend
the school — and then graduate an area
high school — a scholarship to Edison
State College. Owen said officials are
still looking for more sponsors for the
program.

COURTESY PHOTO
Children play at the Montessori school on Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.

Community Cooperative Ministries
is a consortium of The Soup Kitchen,
Meals on Wheels, Hands & Hearts Child-
care, and Faith In Action of Southwest
Florida. The agencies combined to serve
the holistic needs of the family across
the generations by providing nutritious
meals, groceries, transportation, afford-
able childcare and referral services to the
homeless, seniors, working poor, chil-
dren and the frail. ®
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Power In Tune With Nature

rmMeErpcURY® VOLVO HONDA
MerCruiser PENTA MARINE

FULL SERVICE & REPAIR DEPARTMENT
NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL  OIL CHANGE SPECIAL  DETAILING SPECIAL

5 16@per ft
Full Detail!
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Voted SW FLORIDA'S Best Marina!

Please contact the service department at
Salty Sam’s Marina to schedule your service today!

2500 Main St., Ft. Myers Beach
www.SaltySamsMarina.com ¢ 239-463-7333 ® 1ol Free 888-796-6427

Full Service Marina ® Boat Sales & Service ® Waterfront Dining e Ferry to Key West ¢ Ship Store
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Protect your identity (and the planet)

with free shredding and earth-friendly e-services from Regions.

Are you sure your identity’s secure? You can help protect your identity if you make a practice of shredding certain sensitive documents and sign up for secure
e-services. A Regions LifeGreen™ Checking account is a great way to get free e-services and more. This will leave less of a paper trail for identity thieves to follow.
Plus, by doing more of your banking online, you create less waste — something Mother Nature will certainly appreciate.

56% of identify theft victims traced the theft to something that was stolen from their own possession. If you don't need it, dispose of it responsibly.

Secure Your Identity Day — Sponsored by Regions Bank and the Better Business Bureau

Saturday, September 20 | 9:00 a.m. — noon
Regions Bank | 5212 Summerlin Commons Boulevard | Ft. Myers, FL 33907 | 239.275.0254 | Corner of Summerlin & Boy Scout

» Professional On-Site Document Shredding
» Free ID Theft Protection Advice from the National Association of Information Destruction
» Free Child Fingerprinting
» Enter for a chance to win an official Regions Bank green bike
» Food, prizes and more!

@ © 2008 Regions Bank. Member FDIC. All deposit accounts are subject to the terms and conditions of the Regions Deposit Agreement. A $50 minimum opening deposit and CheckCard are required for LifeGreen Checking.
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Free Shredding
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It’s time to expect more.




