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Bob and Bob

BY NANCY STETSON

nstetson@floridaweekly.com

If you live in Southwest Florida, you may
think you know Bob Morris.

But chances are, you’re wrong.

There are at least two Bob Morrises,
and both of them are
writers.  Both have
published books. Both
have written for news-
papers. And both have
written travel stories
for Condé Nast maga-
zines.

Not the best situation,
if you're trying to make
a name for yourself as
a writer.

If you know Bob, you
probably know the Bob
Morris who wrote for
The News-Press for a
while, then moved on
to the Orlando Senti-
nel. A freelance writer
now, he also writes
comic mysteries set in tropical settings -
three, so far: “Bahamarama,” “Jamaica Me
Dead” and “Bermuda Schwartz.”

But he’s not the Bob Morris who wrote
“Assisted Loving.” That Bob Morris lives
in New York City and wrote “The Age of
Dissonance,” a weekly column for the New
York Times. It was urbane and witty, and,
as Morris himself says, he said things in
print that other people only thought.

On February 26, 2006, he wrote about the
other Bob Morris - the Florida one, in a
column called “The Man With My Name.”
The Florida Bob Morris had written a six-
page advertorial for Marriott Timeshare
Vacation Villas, which, unfortunately, ran

Fla. Bob Morris

with his byline. (Serious journalists gener-
ally don’t write advertorials, because it’s
considered degrading to their professional
image; journalism and advertising don’t
mix.)

Of course, everyone who knew the New
York Bob Morris and saw the ad thought
he’d written it.

“Call me self-involved,” he wrote, “but I
suddenly found myself fiercely believing
that my clean reputation as a journalist was
irrevocably sullied.”

The New York Bob Morris e-mailed Flor-
ida Bob Morris, then called the corporate
office of Mariott. But he couldn’t get the
byline removed. New York Bob wound up
calling Florida Bob, whom he calls “gra-
cious and sunny.”

As he wrote in his column: “I often get
compliments for things you write,” said my
Doppelnamer, who has been married 27
years, with two sons he’s working hard to
support through law school. ‘And I always
thought our situation was kind of funny.
He even thinks it’s funny when old girl-
friends call up after reading my columns
about my gay partner to ask him clumsy
questions.”

The two did meet in person when Florida
Bob was doing a book tour.

“He’s a great guy,” New York Bob says.
“He’s been getting a ton of e-mail to his
Web site [about my book.]” He adds that a
friend of his mother-in-law read a review of
“Assisted Loving” “and was freaked out that
he was gay!” Of course, she didn’t realize she
was reading about the other Bob Morris.

Things will even out, eventually. The
Florida Bob Morris is coming out with a
new book.

The New York Bob Morris expects to get
a lot of e-mails about it. B

The Guy on the cover
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While Bob Morris’s book, “Assisted
Loving: True Tales of Double Dating
With My Dad” is about his father, the
man pictured on the front isn’t his dad.

It’s a question Morris, and his pub-
lisher, get a lot.

“It’s the grandfather of a younger friend
of mine,” Morris explains, a contempo-
rary of his dad.

The man, too tan to be healthy, is sit-
ting on the beach, eating a sandwich
with both hands. He’s wearing a gold
chain and bracelet, and his gut is hang-
ing over the top of his Burberry swim
trunks. He looks as if he’s about to say
something taunting or outrageous, even
with a mouthful of food.

“It was a choice I had to make,” Mor-
ris says of the cover. “I think that the
vitality and joy of that image of a man’s
face, the way he’s taking life, that was
the world of my dad. He could be any
number of people in Palm Beach.”

But his mom’s sister, who’s 85, was
disappointed with the image.

And Dinah Lenney, who reviewed the
book in the Los Angeles Times, took
the publisher to task for it at the very
beginning of her review: “What was
HarperCollins thinking?” she writes.
“An old guy, with a comb-over and a
gut, sitting on a chaise at the beach -legs
spread wide in his too-tight Burberry
swim trunks-- skin like leather, gold
chains at his neck and wrists, his mouth
full of sandwich, this is supposed to be
funny? Because, what, the real story
isn’t funny enough? They’re going to
sell more copies if they insinuate vul-
garity between the covers?”

Lenny loves the book, hates the cover.

And it’s true - the book isn’t as crass

as its cover suggests.
It’s tender and endearing, funny and
insightful.

But Morris likes it.

“I love this guy, he’s such a character,
so himself. Exactly like my dad. It cap-
tures the joy, the essence of my father,”
he says.

Morris feels the cover is “antic and
frantic, edgy. The goal is to say: ‘This
book is unafraid of putting it in your
face.

“This is a strange image,” he admits. “But
a lot of people say: ‘I know this guy.”

The book’s received positive reviews
and has great word-of-mouth, but some
bookstores don’t know what to do with it.

For some reason Borders Books, he
moans, has placed the book in the self-
help section in the back of the store,
of all places. He’s hoping that guy on
the cover grabs readers’ attention and
entices them to buy the book.

But no matter what you think of the
cover, what’s inside is well-worth read-
ing. W

This summer, give your family an
adventure no theme park can match.

LEARN TO SAIL

Special Private 5-day
Family Vacation Package

Spend a fun-filled summer vacation learning a skill that can
provide a lifetime of family adventures.

Offshore Sailing School's signature Learn to Sail Course
gives you and your family the skills and confidence to take
the helm. You'll learn aboard the award-winning Colgate
26 sailboat that features a safe and comfortable ride with
plenty of go-fast features for exciting learning. In fact, it's
the exact same boat the U.S. Naval Academy uses to train
future U.S. Naval officers.

Take the Whole Boat
from just $153.83 pp/per night*

Taught by patient, caring instructors with the highest level
US SAILING instructor certification, you can obtain your
sailing certification at the Basic Keelboat level at 3 nearby
locations: Pink Shell Beach Resort & Spa on Fort Myers
beach, Hawks Cay on Duck Key near Marathon and South
Seas Island Resort on Captiva Island.

Special Single Parents Week

And, on special demand, we've even set a special Single
Parents Week in July to share with your children and meet
others in the same boat, so to speak.

Learn from the Leader

If you want the best sailing lessons you can get in the most
reasonable timeframe, you want Offshore Sailing School.
Founded and still operated by Fort Myers'’ residents

Steve & Doris Colgate,

Offshore Sailing School is America’'s # 1 Sailing School.
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AMERICA'S #1 SAILING SCHOOL®

CALL 800-221-4326 FOR RESERVATIONS

www.offshoresailing.com  sall@offshoresailing.com

* Best Available Rates - Guaranteed

To start your Learn to Sail experience off right, we would like to ensure your peace of mind about our
rates. Simply select Your Course, Course Location and Preferred Dates. Working with our helpful and
knowledgeable Sailing Counselors and Resort partners, we will verify the best available rate for which
you qualify based on the instruction level, resort room type, number of guests and dates requested.




