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OPINION

Democratic Dele-Gate
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tanyaAMADOR-DAIGLE

politics@floridaweekly.com

— Editor’s note: Tanya Amador-Daigle
is reporting for Florida Weekly on the
national primaries until the presidential
candidates are chosen this summer. She has
a unique perspective on the primaries and
the process for choosing a candidate, having
traveled the country reporting on primaries
and caucuses for the Purple States project.
To learn more about Purple States go to
www.purplestates.tv.

It’s Saturday night and a lot of Dem-
ocrats are feeling like they got the
short end of the stick. Of course, it
was inevitable that someone would
get shafted. With Saturdays ruling by
the Democratic National Committee
on what to do with Florida and Michi-
gan’s delegates, it looks like another
nail has been put in Hillary Clinton’s
campaign coffin. Along with that it
seems that Democratic Party unity
will contin-
ue to elude
their party.

Although
Clinton is
now win-
ning  the
popular

vote, she
still lacks
the del-

egates she
needs to
win the
nomination
of her party.
Because of
this fact,
her campaign was demanding that the
delegates be awarded based on the
results of each of those states prima-
ries. This would have given her more
of the delegates in those states since
she won both primaries by a decent
margin. In Michigan Clinton earned
55 percent of the vote and 40 percent
of Dems voted uncommitted. She also
made a strong showing in Florida. In
the end, Clinton got 69 delegates in
Michigan to Obama’s 59, not exactly

Clinton

the resolution she was looking for. In
Florida the agreement is to seat the
delegates based on the outcome of
the primaries in that state. This gives
Clinton 105 delegates and Obama 67 in
the Sunshine State.

Doesn’t sound too bad until you take
into account that the DNC also decid-
ed that the delegate votes will only
count for half a vote each. After all,
they still need to punish those states
Democratic leaders for violating party
rules and moving up their primaries.
Sorry Hill,
I know, I
know, the
whole thing
is a mess
and Obama
is the lucky
beneficiary,
butthereare
higher pow-
ers here at
work. Gods
like How-
ard Dean
and Nancy
Pelosi are in
control and
they want
“unity” darn it! Besides, Obama DID
follow the rules after all. He took his
name off the ballot in Michigan and
did not campaign there or in Florida.
He did what his party told him to do.
But guess what? It’s their own party
that disenfranchised their own voters,
not the two candidates.

Unfortunately, it’s the Democratic
voters who will suffer. After what I
saw on the news Saturday, these vot-
ers are ticked off. Those who went to
Washington to witness the attempt
to clean up the chaos readily showed
their warranted disgust. Some present
chanted “Denver, Denver!” while one
audience member yelled “This isn’t
unity, count all the votes!” According
to the Associated Press one person
even shouted at a Clinton supporter
on the committee, “Lipstick on a pig!”
she said. Ouch!

Harold Ickes, Senator Clinton’s
advisor, had a good point when he sar-
castically said, “This body of individu-
als has decided that they’re going to
substitute their judgment for 600,000
voters, now that’s what I call democra-
cy.” As the Democratic National Con-

Obama

vention looms less than a mere three
months away, Clinton has directed
Ickes to reserve the right to take this
all the way to the Credentials Com-
mittee. If Hillary appeals the decision
then unity within the party will likely
go out the window. Republicans will
benefit from that. Lucky McCain.

In the
meantime
Clinton is
campaign-
ing in Puer-
to Rico
where she is
expected to
make a good
showing.
The polls
are about to
close on the
island and
two  days
later the last
two states
will end the
primaries in South Dakota and Mon-
tana. Even if she wins these states it
won’t be enough. So stay seated folks
because this will likely go all the way
to the convention floor.

Gearing up for what could be a
longer fight than anticipated, Senator
Obama isn’t taking any chances. In
an effort to avoid another Reverend
Wright controversy he has rightly
quit his church. Can’t have any more
Reverend scandals lurking around
with the general election coming up,
right? It seems a guest priest at the
Trinity United Church of Christ in
Chicago, Rev. Michael Pfleger, had
some things to say about Hillary Clin-
ton in a recent sermon. Some pretty
inflammatory things, actually. As he
wiped the tears from his eyes Pfleger
preached from the pulpit, saying “And
then, out of nowhere, came ‘Hey, I'm
Barack Obama,” “and Clinton said, ‘Oh
damn, where did you come from? I'm
white! I'm entitled! There’s a black
man stealing my show!” Do church-
goers really buy into this dramatic
pontificating?

I guess we can add another “gate”
controversy to the long list of “gates”
this country’s political history has
accumulated. Along with Watergate,
Monicagate and Whitewatergate, we
now have Democratic Dele-gate. W

McCain

MOMENTS IN TIME

* On June 4, 1986, Jonathan Pollard
pleads guilty to espionage for selling top-
secret U.S. military intelligence informa-
tion to Israel and is sentenced to life in
prison. The former Navy intelligence
analyst sold enough classified docu-
ments to fill a medium-sized room and
had been paid approximately $50,000.

* On June 5, 1949, bestselling thriller
writer Ken Follett is born in Wales
to a devout Christian family that does
not allow television, radio or movies.
As a result, Follett became a voracious
reader. He wrote 10 novels before finally
breaking through with “The Eye of the
Needle.”

¢ On June 6, 1992, New York Mets
first baseman Eddie Murray drives in
the 1,510th run of his career, breaking

Mickey Mantle’s record for career RBIs
(runs batted in) by a switch hitter. Mur-
ray was elected to the Baseball Hall of
Fame in 2003 in his first year of eligibil-

ity.

¢ On June 7, 1959, in one of the most
lucrative contracts of its time, Para-
mount agrees to pay Jerry Lewis $10 mil-
lion to appear in 14 films. In 1946, Lewis
teamed up with singer and comedian
Dean Martin, and the two clowned their
way through 18 films before splitting up
in 1956.

¢ On June 8, 1896, President Grover
Cleveland asks federal departments to
investigate how many “aliens,” or for-
eign nationals, are currently employed
in the federal government. Cleveland
believed that the government carried

the authority to “prevent the influx of
elements hostile to its internal peace
and security.”

¢ OnJune 9,1973, Secretariat becomes
the first horse since Citation in 1948 to
win America’s coveted Triple Crown
-- the Kentucky Derby, the Preakness
and the Belmont Stakes. In 1999, ESPN
ranked Secretariat No. 35 in its list of
the Top 50 North American athletes of
the 20th century, the only non-human
on the list.

¢ On June 10, 1935, in New York City,
two recovering alcoholics found Alco-
holics Anonymous, a 12-step rehabilita-
tion program. Today there are more
than 80,000 local groups in the United
States, with an estimated membership of
almost 2 million people. B




