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John Patrick 
Shanley at the 
opening night 
of “Doubt: A 
Parable,” his 
Pulitzer Prize 
and Tony 

 —Father Flynn, in “ Doubt: A Parable” 

What do you do“ when you’re not sure?”
Visit us online at www.FloridaWeekly.com

Th e Florida Press Association has named Florida Weekly 
the winner of fi ve awards in its “Better Newspapers” contest. 

And we competed against the “big boys.”
Since we’re the largest weekly newspaper in 

Southwest Florida we had to go up against established 
publications such as the Miami New Times. 

Closer to home, the Alliance for the Arts named Florida Weekly 
the best arts publication and writer Nancy Stetson best arts journalist 

in its “Angels of the Arts 2008” awards.

Florida Weekly’s committed to bringing you
the best content in Southwest Florida.

Here’s to our winners:

Florida Weekly wins 
7 distinguished awards

Statistics and news reports indicate Lee 
County foreclosures are on the rise and 
building permits are falling, but Church 
construction is still heaven bound. 

This year has seen permitted buildings 
for religious use in unincorporated Lee 
County (not including Cape Coral, Fort 
Myers, or Sanibel Island) valued at over $16 
million, Lee County Community Develop-
ment records indicate; the highest annual 
value since 2000.

 “That would trend along with the increase 
in church attendance and the increase in 
population growth,” said Joan LaGuardia, 
a spokeswoman for the Lee County depart-

ment of Community Development and a 
former local religion reporter.

U.S. Census Bureau reports show that the 
general population in Lee County grew by 
29.6 percent between 2000 and 2006, add-
ing more than 130,000 newcomers.

But there are many churches in Lee Coun-
ty already, seemingly enough to handle all 
the county’s new residents, with hundreds
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Church construction rises above market slump

BY EVAN WILLIAMS
ewilliams@florida-weekly.com   

Fall’s not far behind
The return of kingfishers to 
Southwest Florida signal the 
change in season.  C19 u

Unique book covers
Your mother told you not to judge 
a book by its cover, but check out 
these clever tomes.  C1 u

Tutoring is big business
KnowledgePoints gives students 
an extra boost.  A25 u

Networking
Business meetings and social 
events around Fort Myers. A29 u

hey cradled them or ca-
ressed them, bore them or 
married them. They cleaned 
them, fed them, consoled 
them, dressed them. They 
fought with them, played 

with them, grew up with them, or 
helped grow them up. They sought 
courage from them, or gave it to them. 
They feared for them, hoped for them, 
prayed for them, made 
love to them. In some 
cases they spent decades 
with them; in other 
cases, much less time 
than that.

Then they lost them 
to war, usually in the 
afternoon of an average 
American day, almost 
always with the appearance outside 
their doors of a soldier in dress uniform. 
Sometimes, they lost them again, when 
the personal effects arrived home weeks 
or months later.

They were, and they remain, mothers 
or fathers or grandparents or children, 
sisters or brothers, best friends, wives 
or husbands now assigned permanent 
duty as widows and widowers. And un-
like the dead, they continue to celebrate 
an animate love that will always come 
freighted with pain.

That’s a law of the universe, it seems 
— that one face of love’s cut diamond is 
the dark light of grief — and universally 
they grieve. To a man and woman, they 
acknowledge their suffering as a cor-
poreal part of the body of love. Which 
doesn’t make it any easier.

Though none of this is a new Ameri-
can experience, or human experience,

T

Religious building at fastest pace 
since 2000

  IN LEE AND COLLIER, THE 
CASUALTY LIST OF BROKEN 

HEARTS MOUNTS

■ Inside:  
Tales of five 
local families 
mourning lost 
soldiers. A8&9

SEE LOSS, A8 u

Daniel Eggers, 28

Marc Anderson, 30

Miles Henderson, 24

Wentz Shanaberger, 33

Brandon Gordon, 21

SEE CHURCHES, A4 u

BY ROGER WILLAIMS____________________
rwilliams@florida-weekly.com
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Marco... Polo
Sandy Days, Salty Nights columnist Artis 
Henderson likens dating to the children’s 
swimming pool game. C2 

Good eats
Biddle’s takes top honors at the 25th 
Annual Taste of the Town.  C19 

Tennessee Williams
The Naples Players do justice to “The 
Glass Menagerie,”onstage at the Sugden 
Community Theatre in Naples. C8 u

The Darjeeling Limited
It’s not such a hot flick says film critic 
D.N.A. Smith. C11 
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 and Executive 
Producer for Broadway Palm Dinner 
Theatre, began the plans for a national 
touring company almost two years ago.  
His dream of being the largest operator 
of dinner theatres across the country 
while producing a national tour has 
finally come to fruition.  

On Wednesday, Nov. 14, the Prather 
Entertainment Group comes full circle 
since opening 14 years ago in Fort 

Myers. That’s when 
the company will have 
three Prather shows 
running simultaneous-
ly in Fort Myers: “Bee-
hive, The 60’s Musical” 
comes to the Barbara 
B. Mann Performing 
Arts Hall, “Buddy: The 
Buddy Holly Story” is 
onstage at Broadway 

Palm Dinner Theatre and “Funny, You 
Don’t Look Like a Grandmother” plays 
in The Off Broadway Palm Theatre.

The first national tour for PEG is 
“Beehive.” It opened on July 24 in 
Boston for a 20-week tour playing in 
more than 40 venues across the U.S.  

Prather approached Scott Saxon, the 
general manager of Barbara B. Mann 
about the possibility of co-produc-
ing one of the Southwest Florida 
tour dates. Saxon agreed and Prather 
said that this could be the start of 
a new partnership between the two 
companies.  

The national tour is produced by 
Prather Entertainment Group, owned 
and operated by William and Andrea 
Prather of Fort Myers. The company 
owns and operates three regional the-
atres in Florida, Pennsylvania and Ari-
zona serving more than 500,000 guests 
each year.  For more information, visit 
the website at: www.prathertheatres.
com. 

“Beehive, the 60’s Musical” makes stop in Fort Myers
Will Prather’s national tour 
company plays at Mann Hall

ELTON
returns to Lee County with fl air

he first time I heard Elton John on the radio, I 
thought he was an African-American woman.

It was 37 years ago in New York City, and the tune 
was the bluesy, gospel-tinged “Border Song.”  It was 

his first American single.  I loved it instantly.  
But who was singing it?  The singer had 

a vocal timbre that sounded like 
Odetta or Mahalia Jackson 
when they sang.  And the
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Making a difference
Teacher Laurie Gill helps 
hospitalized kids keep up with 
their lessons .  A10 

Some Florida laws forbid 
things you might never 
have imagined  

Tourism, airport set records

If the amount of taxes collected on hotel 
rooms is any indication of a successful tour-
ist season, this year’s was a smash.

Bed tax receipts — the 5 percent sur-
charge on hotel rooms and short-term rent-
als — were up more than 20 percent in 

February and March than last year.
The Lee County Clerk of Courts col-

lected $3.5 million in bed taxes in March, 
compared to $2.9 million in March 2006.

“We’ve had an overall very good tourist 
season,” said Nancy Hamilton, communica-
tions director for the Lee County Visitor & 
Convention Bureau.

That means more money to promote 
“The Beaches of Fort Myers & Sanibel” 
and improve the top tourist attraction, the 
beaches and shoreline. It also shows that 
more people are making Lee County a tour-
ist destination.

Hamilton said hoteliers added about 1,500 
new rooms in the last year and that helped 
boost occupancy.

“(The tourist tax increase) is really a bet-
ter comment on our inventory,” she said.

Some businesses are also just getting back 
to form after Hurricane Charley devastated 
the region in 2004.

South Seas Island Resort on Captiva 
Island recently opened after completing 
$140 million in renovations. And many Sani-
bel and Captiva businesses are back in full

More snowbirds are coming 
and spending more money

f you’ve ever played with your 
young children by getting down 
on all fours and pretending to be a 
bull while they giggled and taunt-
ed you with a pillow case or towel, 

well, KNOCK IT OFF.
Simulated bullfighting is illegal in 

Florida.
That’s right, legislators in the Sun-

shine State felt some compelling need 
to pass a law to regulate the all-too-
common simulated bullfight. The law, 
passed in 2002, says, “It shall be unlaw-
ful, and punishable as a misdemeanor, 
for any person to conduct or engage in 
a simulated or bloodless bullfighting 
exhibition.”

That’s pretty clear — only real, 
bloody bullfights are legal.

However, since January 2005, 23 peo-
ple have been arrested on this charge 
according to the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement.

There’s no data on what happened in 
those cases but prosecutions must be 
light, there’s no case law on the books 
involving simulated bullfighting.

Still, the bullfighting law isn’t the 
strangest in Florida.

As the 2007 Legislative session comes 
to a close this week, Florida Weekly 
examined other laws that even cops and 
attorneys found curious.

For example, a couple living together 
who are not married can be prosecuted 
for “lewd and lascivious behavior.” It’s 
a second-degree misdemeanor, punish-
able by up to $500 in fines and 60 days 
in jail.

“I’m glad the statute of limitations has 

I

Poker run
Go-fast boats hit Fort Myers 
Beach this weekend.  A4 

Lord of the Dance
Irish dance troupe at the 
Barbara B. Mann on Saturday.  
C6 

SOCIETY
See who’s out and about in 
Fort Myers.  C12 &13 

Performing arts
Tamara Flannagan in “The 
Syringa Tree” in Naples.  C1 
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design
Florida Weekly 
Staff

Community 
History
Roger Williams 
for “Pirates, 
Extremists All”

Humorous column 
Roger Williams for 

“Going Green”

Environmental or 
Conservation
Roger Williams 
for “Everglades 
Prophecy”

In-depth reporting 
Jeff Cull for “Illegal?”

“Better Weekly Newspapers” awards

Arts Publication/
Broadcast Series 
Florida Weekly
Angel of the Arts award

Arts Journalist
Nancy Stetson

Angel of the Arts 
award

Brothers in arms
Freddie Johnson, 49, was arrested in 

New York City in April, for the 53rd time 
after he allegedly once again rubbed up 
against women on crowded trains. He is 
such a menace (a 57-page rap sheet) that a 
special NYPD detail follows him around, 
certain that he will re-offend. Shortly af-
ter the arrest, the New York Daily News 
reported that his twin brother, Teddy, is 

now serving an eight-year sentence in 
upstate New York for a series of subway 
gropings of his own. A retired police of-
fi cer told the Daily News that he saw the 
brothers almost every day and could tell 
them apart only by their clothes. Freddie, 
he said, was “blue collar” while Teddy 
conducted his fondlings “always dressed 
in a blazer and slacks.”  ■

Government in action
• In April, Army medic Monica Brown 

was awarded the Silver Star for bravery for 
selfl essly subjecting herself to enemy fi re 
in order to treat fallen comrades in battle 
in Afghanistan. However, two days after 
her heroics, she had been ordered home, 
against her will, because generals were 
nervous that a female appeared to be “in 
combat,” which violates Army rules. By 
contrast, in April (according to The Buf-
falo News), the Army, citing personnel 
shortages, ordered honorably discharged 

soldier James Raymond back to duty, even 
though he is on medical disability for a 
knee injury and loss of hearing suffered in 
Afghanistan. (Soldiers on “Readiness Re-
serve” are still eligible for duty if neces-
sary.) 

• The county government in Tampa re-
vealed in April that because of its unusual 
interpretation of state law, all of its inmates 
on work-release programs during the last 
15 years have been accruing pension and 
post-retirement health-care credits. ■

Questionable judgments
• London’s Daily Mail reported in April 

that the Mab Lane Primary school in Liver-
pool was boldly dealing with the problem 
of unruly students by scheduling 20-minute 
massage sessions twice a week in a room 
with aromatic oils and soothing music. 
Children of all ages at the school are taught 
“simple shoulder and back massages on each 
other,” the newspaper reported.

• School authorities in Mount Vernon, 
Ohio, began an investigation in April after 
complaints that eighth-grade science teacher 
John Freshwater was injecting his religious 
beliefs a little too much into the class. In one 
“experiment,” Freshwater allegedly tossed 
Lego pieces into a pile and asked students 

if the pieces could assemble themselves (or 
would a “creator” have to do it), but the ac-
cusation that most aroused parental anger 
was a demonstration of electrostatic elec-
tricity, in which he asked for volunteers to 
take a shock on the arm, which resulted in a 
distinct “cross” being burned onto the skin. 

• In April, two of the nine Baltimore-area 
middle-school kids implicated in a poten-
tially fatal beating of a young couple on a 
transit bus last year said they would soon 
fi le lawsuits asking for $10 million each from 
their school (for suspending them) and the 
transit company (for barring them from fu-
ture rides, which it did out of concern for 
the safety of its passengers).  ■

Fine points of the law
• Gary Weaver, 41, arrested on a disor-

derly conduct charge in Cincinnati, was 
discovered to have an outstanding theft 
warrant from 1990 involving $21.64. The 
temporary bond on Weaver in 1990, based 
on his prior record, had been $1 million, 
and the 2008 judge refused to change that. 
(Extra fact: The $21.64 theft was based on 
Weaver’s paying a store in part with a roll 

of dimes that were really pennies but with 
a dime at each end.) 

• Representatives of about 300 Islamic 
madrassa schools, meeting in New Delhi in 
April, decided that Muslims could not buy 
health insurance because the Quran forbids 
gambling (although they said they would 
continue to explore ways of reconciling 
Sharia law with health care fi nancing).  ■

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
BY CHUCK SHEPHERD
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People different from us
In April, police in East Hampton, Conn., 

investigating the accidental shooting of 
ex-Marine Joseph Simonelli, 60, by his 
9-year-old son, seized “dozens of unse-
cured guns and mounds of loose am-
munition” from the home, according to 
the Hartford Courant, which contained a 
“wide-open, chock-full gun cabinet in the 
boy’s bedroom (with) numerous rifl es and 

knives strewn about the room.” According 
to police, bullet casings and live rounds 
lay “throughout the house,” and the walls 
of the boy’s bedroom bore “numerous 
small holes (made by a) bb/pellet gun or 
even small-caliber (.22) rounds being shot 
inside the home.” The boy told police that 
he “usually” only shoots his rifl es when 
he’s outside.  ■

Family values
Joseph Manzanares, 19, pleaded guilty 

in April to disorderly conduct in Com-
merce City, Colo., after police were called 
to a domestic disturbance, as he and his 

ex-girlfriend, who are the parents of a 
toddler, fought over which local street 
gang’s colors (hers or his) the kid would 
wear.  ■


