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■ Godspell - The Creative The-
ater Workshop, Inc., formed in 1996 by 
Artistic Director Michelle Messina, will 
present the musical “Godspell” May 
23-25 and May 29-31 at the Foulds Theater 
at the Alliance for the Arts. The Work-
shop has grown to be one of the most suc-
cessful theater companies in Southwest 
Florida. It has produced three successful 
shows at The Alliance for the Arts. Tom 
Sawyer - The Musical in 2006, Annie, Jr., 
also in 2006, and The Wizard of Oz this 
past fall. Upcoming productions include 
“A Chorus Line” in July, “Cinderella” in 
November, and “Seussical the Musical” 
next Spring. For more information or to 
purchase tickets, visit CTW’s Web site at 
www. creativetheaterworkshop.com.  

■ Backyardigans - A national tour-
ing production of “The Backyardigans 
Live! Tale of the Mighty Knights” 
will stop at the Barbara B. Mann Per-
forming Arts Hall on July 15 and 16 for 
two performances. Tickets are now on 
sale. Since its debut on Nickelodeon’s 
preschool weekday lineup, “The Back-
yardigans” has become the No. 2-rated 
preschool show on all of commercial TV 
among the target audience of preschool-
ers. The shows will start at 7 p.m. Tickets 
are $32.50, $27.50 and $17.50. For more 
information, call (239) 481-4849 or visit 
www.bbmannpah.com. 

■ Secret Garden - For its Naples 
summer musical extravaganza, The 
Naples Players bring to the stage “The 
Secret Garden,” a production based on 
the novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett. 
The book and lyrics for “The Secret Gar-
den” were written by Marsha Norman; 
the music is by Lucy Simon. The Naples 
Players’ production includes a cast of 
more than 30 and a full orchestra. Tickets 
for “The Secret Garden” are on sale at 
The Naples Players Box Office. Also on 
sale is a return of the summer dinner/
show package offered by The Naples 
Players and Vergina Restaurant.
Beginning Saturday, June 28 and con-
tinuing Wednesday through Saturday 
evenings until the last performance on 
August 2, the dinner/show package costs 
$48 for an adult. After enjoying a three 
course dinner at Vergina, the ticket hold-
er then watches a performance of “The 
Secret Garden.” On Sundays, dinner fol-
lows the matinee. Individual tickets for 
The Secret Garden cost $30 per adult and 
$10 for children under 18. The show opens 
June 27 (opening night is sold out) and 
runs through August 2. For reservations 
for the dinner/show package or for indi-
vidual tickets to any performance, visit 
The Naples Players Box Office at 701 5th 
Avenue South in downtown Naples. The 
office is open Monday through Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tickets also may be pur-
chased by phone at (239) 263-7990 or at 
www.naplesplayers.org

■ Space 39 - Space 39 Modern & 
Contemporary gallery hosts a recep-
tion June 28, from 6-10 p.m. for “New 
Works” featuring the distinguished stu-
dents of Florida Gulf Coast University. 
The gallery picked specific pieces from 
this juried group show to bring to Space 
39 for your enjoyment. The exhibit will 
be on display from June 28 to July 19. 
Please call ahead for summer hours. For 
more information, call (239) 690- 0004 or 
visit www.spacethirtynine.com. 

■ Wit - The Naples Players’ summer 
drama “Wit,” an extraordinary, Pulitzer 
Prize winning play by Margaret Edson, 
opens May 21 in the Tobye Studio at 
the Sugden Community Theatre in down-
town Naples. Janina Britolo, wellknown to 
Naples’ audiences, stars as Vivian Bearing 
in a role that is intellectually challenging 
and emotionally gripping. “Wit” tells the 
story of a noted professor of English who 
has specialized in teaching the Holy Son-
nets of John Dunne, and who has been 

diagnosed with terminal ovarian cancer. 
She becomes a prize patient in a teaching 
hospital - and comes to reassess her own 
life with humor and profundity. The play 
runs Wednesday through Saturday eve-
nings at 8 p.m., May 21 to June 14, and on 
Sunday, May 25, June 1 and June 8 at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are $20 for adults; $10 for students. 
Tickets may be purchased at The Naples 
Players Box Office, 701 5th Avenue South 
in downtown Naples, by phone at (239) 
263-7990 or at www.naplesplayers. org

■ Piano Men - “The Piano Men 2,” 
an acclaimed musical journey through 
the 1970s and 1980s showcasing the songs 
of legendary performers Billy Joel and 
Elton John, comes to the Philharmonic 
Center for the Arts for one show on 
Saturday, June 28 at 8 p.m. Multi-talented 
entertainer Jim Witter is featured on 
grand piano and lead vocals, along with 
his band, which includes guitar, bass, sax, 
electric keyboard and drum backup. The 
Piano Men 2 is the sequel to The Piano 
Men, Witter’s critically acclaimed show 
featuring Billy Joel and Elton John hits 
from the 1970s. Tickets to The Piano Men 
2 are $35. For more information or to 
order tickets, contact Customer Service 
at (239) 597-1900 or toll-free at (800) 597-
1900 or online at www.thephil.org. 

■ Sweet Baby James - Multi-
talented entertainer Bob Stillman stars 
in Sweet Baby James – A Tribute to 
James Taylor, featuring such legendary 
hits as Fire and Rain, You’ve Got A Friend 
and How Sweet It Is, at the Philhar-
monic Center for the Arts on Saturday, 
June 14 at 8 p.m. Stillman has lit up some 
of New York’s best-known stages as a 
writer, musician and actor. The two-time 
Tony Award nominee, who studied piano 
and composition at the Juilliard and Man-
hattan Schools beginning at age 9, has 
appeared on Broadway in Grey Gardens 
and Kiss of the Spider Woman and in 
the cult off-Broadway hit The Last Ses-
sion. Joining Stillman will be classically 
trained singer and actress Connie James, 
a New York staple for the past 20 years 
as a performer and studio singer. Tickets 
to Sweet Baby James are $35. For more 
information or to order tickets, contact 
Customer Service at (239) 597-1900 or 
toll-free at (800) 597-1900. Tickets are 
also available online at www.thephil.org. 

■ Symphony - The Naples Philhar-
monic Orchestra, led by guest conduc-
tor Andrew Lane, will present “Music 
Takes You There,” the final Family Fare 
concert of the season, on Sunday, June 
1 at 3 p.m. Travel the world in an after-
noon through the music of Mendelssohn, 
Bernstein, Sibelius, Offenbach, Tchaik-
ovsky and more! This splendid concert 
event will feature orchestral music from 
Japan, Nigeria, Great Britain, France, 
Germany, Finland, Mexico, Russia and 
the United States. Joining the orchestra 
will be 7-year-old piano sensation Ethan 
Bortnick, who was recently featured on 
Jay Leno, Good Morning America and 
elsewhere. Tickets to Music Takes You 
There are only $10 for adults and $5 for 
students. For more information or to 
order tickets, contact Customer Service 
at (239) 597-1900 or toll-free at (800) 597-
1900 or visit www.thephil.org. 

■ Fab Four - The Fab Four, known 
for their uncanny, note-for-note live 
renditions of Beatles’ songs, return to 
the Philharmonic Center by popular 
demand on Saturday, July 19 at 8 p.m. 
This incredible stage show includes three 
costume changes representing each era of 
the Beatles’ career. Hear record-perfect 
live performances of such classics as 
Can’t Buy Me Love, Yesterday, A Day In 
The Life, Penny Lane, Here Comes The 
Sun, Hey Jude and many more. Tickets to 
The Fab Four are $35. For more informa-
tion or to order tickets, contact Customer 
Service at (239) 597-1900 or toll-free at 
(800) 597-1900 or visit www.thephil.org.

   Ongoing events  Upcoming events

■ History - One of the greatest anthro-
pological finds in history, “LUCY: The 
Story of Human Origins” spans 50 mil-
lion years in scope, from the early pri-
mates to the dawn of humanity. This 
exhibition, at the SWFL Museum of His-
tory in downtown Fort Myers, represents 
a historical frame of reference for the 
human timeline which includes this com-
prehensive collection of exact replicas 
of skeletons, skulls, footprints, tools, and 
artifacts dramatically illustrates the story 
of the progression of humankind on Earth. 
As part of the exhibit, the museum store 
will feature anthropological items and 
gifts and the best-selling book by the man 
who discovered her; “Lucy: The Beginning 
of Humankind,” by Donald Johanson and 
Maitland Edey. The exhibit runs through 
June 12. Call (239) 332-5955 or visit www.
cityftmyers.com/museum.

■ Call to artists - The Naples Art 
Association at The von Liebig Art 
Center has issued a Call for Artists to 
participate in “10 Illustrated: An NAA 
Members’ Photography Exhibition.”  It 
will be installed in the Art Center from 
July 12 through Aug. 3, and selected images 
from those works will also be published 
in Naples Illustrated magazine. The Art 
Center and the magazine both turned 10 
this year, and like brothers born near the 
same time, they will celebrate together 
to “take 10 to the max.” The photography 
exhibition, therefore, is to be compiled 
from work based on a single theme – 10.  
There is no entry fee.  Submissions are 
open to NAA members only and work 
may include photography or mixed media 
incorporating elements such as collage, 
photomontage, hand colored photographs, 
graphic design, compositing and computer 
illustration. Artwork receiving is Friday, 
June 27 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and Sunday, 
June 29 from 4 to 7 p.m. at the Art Center, 
585 Park Street or call (239) 262-6517 for 
more information.

■ Art - Rising Stars Art Studio will 
present “A Tropical Journey” from 5:30 
to 8 p.m. at the Promedade at Cape Har-
bour, located at 5781 Cape Harbour Drive. 
The event will feature sculpture by David 
Lanier, paintings by Uschi Lanier, Maria 
Pia Malerba and Sarah Penna, digital imag-
ery by Pam Brodersen, fused glass and 
glass jewelry by Lois Johnston and frescos 
by Cindylee Alexander and student pho-
tographer Jennifer Castle. Refreshments 
will be served. For more information, call 
(239) 541-9992.

■ Call to artists - The Charlotte 
Harbor National Estuary Program, a 
partnership program working to protect 
the natural environment from Venice to 
Estero Bay to Winter Haven, is encour-
aging artwork submissions for its 2009 
calendar. People can submit up to three 
digitized entries by 5 p.m. on July 14. Qual-
ifying images captured must be within 
the watershed of concern to the CHNEP, 
which includes all or portions of Charlotte, 
DeSoto, Hardee, Highlands, Lee, Manatee, 
Polk and Sarasota counties. Entries and 
forms must be received by Maran Hil-
gendorf, CHNEP, 1926 Victoria Ave, Fort 
Myers FL 33901-3414 prior to the deadline. 
If you have any questions, please contact 
Maran at mhilgendorf@swfrpc.org.

■ Art - The opening reception for “will 
be held from 6-10 p.m. at Space 39 Mod-
ern & Contemporary gallery presents 
“Reflexive,” featuring the works of 
Pavol Roskovensky. The artist explores 
a more naturalistic method of painting, 
creating images that are meticulously 
detailed and provide an almost spiritual 
transcendence. He explores the idea that 
true nature can not be rendered on a pic-
ture plane by a human hand. “Reflexive” 
will be on display until June 15. Space 39 
Modern & Contemporary is located at 39 
Patio de Leon, Fort Myers. For more infor-
mation, call (239) 690-0004 or visit www.
spacethirtynine.com. 
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