FORT MYERS FLORIDA WEEKLY ‘ www.FloridaWeekly.com

WEEK OF MAY 7-13, 2008 | NEWS | A13

United Way 211 launches volunteer center

Finding help and giving help in our com-
munity is easier than ever before. In order
to better serve the community, United
Way 211, the comprehensive information
and referral program for human service
needs, announced the launch of the United
Way Volunteer Center for Lee, Hendry and
Glades counties. The United Way Volun-
teer Center will serve our community by
connecting individuals and companies to
volunteer activities. This will be an invalu-
able resource to those that recruit volun-
teers as well as people and companies look-
ing for volunteer opportunities. The United
Way Volunteer Center is designed to serve
as a focal point for mobilizing and connect-
ing both new and established volunteers and
leaders and to engage them in activities that
strengthen and unite our community. The
launch of the United Way Volunteer Center
coincides with National Volunteer Week.

By simply dialing 2-1-1, Lee, Hendry and
Glades residents can reach a caring, trained
specialist, who will match their needs with
local human services or volunteer opportu-
nities. Available 24 hours a day, seven days

a week, United Way 211 is also an integral
component of our community’s disaster-
response infrastructure. The launch of the
United Way Volunteer Center will enable
United Way 211 to mobilize more volunteers
during these times.

“Today’s announcement of the United
Way Volunteer Center launch is an impor-
tant enhancement to the United Way 211
program that will allow us to help even more
people in our community,” said Cliff Smith,
President of United Way.

The program kicked off on April 29 with
Target Days of Caring. Twenty Target
employees volunteered at United Way Part-
ner, Community Cooperative Ministries, by
preparing and serving meals, beautifying the
area, and reading to children at the Montes-
sori Center.

“Whether it’s one person or a group of
people, one hour or one day, volunteers
make a difference in our agency and in our
community,” said Sarah Owen, Director of
Community Cooperative Ministries. “We
are so thrilled to have Target employees
at our agency for the inaugural Volunteer

Center project. It’s clear to see that Target
employees truly care about our commu-
nity.”

Comcast employees will be finished this
first week of operation for the United Way
Volunteer Center by completing a project at
United Way Partner, Special Equestrians.

If you know anyone who needs help or
would like to give help please have them call
United Way 211 by simply dialing 211 from a
land line phone. Some pay phones, cell phones
and hotel/motel-room phones cannot access
United Way 211 directly. The service can
always be reached by dialing 239-433-3900,
in Lee County and 1-863-675-8383 in Hendry
and Glades counties.

The United Way Volunteer Center is pro-
gram of United Way 211. The United Way
211 program is a partnership between United
Way of Lee, Hendry and Glades Counties,
Lee County Department of Human Services,
Southwest Florida Community Foundation,
Abuse Counseling and Treatment (ACT),
Lee County Emergency Medical Services,
Lee County Emergency Management and
Publix Super Markets. H

Turtle license plates help protect sea creatures

The first day of May signals the official start
of sea turtle nesting season in Florida. Like the
massive amphibious landing on D-Day, each
year thousands of sea turtles storm Florida’s
sandy nesting beaches in the battle for sur-
vival.

Sea turtle conservation groups, researchers
and coastal counties all play important roles
in helping sea turtles survive. Through the
Florida Sea Turtle Grants Program, which is
funded entirely by sales of the sea turtle spe-
cialty license plate, groups around Florida are
receiving financial reinforcements in the form

of grants supporting education, conservation
and research projects benefiting Florida sea
turtles.

This year grants totaling more than $360,000
were awarded to 29 different organizations
and local governments. The non-profit Carib-
bean Conservation Corporation, which admin-
isters the Sea Turtle Grants Program, hopes
the projects chosen for support this year give
sea turtles a better chance at survival.

Launched in 1996, the “Helping Sea Turtles
Survive” specialty license plate raises money
to support the Sea Turtle Grants Program.

Funding is awarded through a competitive
application process to local governments, edu-
cational institutions and Florida-based non-
profit groups for projects involving research,
education and conservation benefiting Florida
sea turtles.

The sea turtle plate is one of the top five
selling specialty tags in Florida, having sold
almost 80,000 plates in 2007.

To learn more about the Sea Turtle Grants
Program and the “Helping Sea Turtles Sur-
vive” specialty license plate, please visit www.
helpingseaturtles.org. M
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Participants Sought
For Hearing Aid Study

Better Hearing Centers of
Florida has received a generous
grant to conduct an important
field study on a new model of
open ear hearing aid. It is smaller
and more comfortable than
traditional hearing aids.

We are seeking people with
hearing loss to participate in this
study. Both current hearing aid
users and non-users are needed.

Participants will earn the free
use of this hearing aid for thirty
days. All lab and testing services
are performed at no charge
through this grant.

At the end of this thirty day
trial, participants will return the
aids or purchase them at a highly
discounted price.

For further information on becoming
a participant in this field study

CALL: (239) 458-7900
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Still Making a
“Spectacle” of Yourself?

(239) 936-8686
www.HIIX]cataract.COM

Cataract

May have the answer you are looking for!

We offer the smartest lens implants for cataract patients that
may help reduce the dependency on eyeglasses!

Crystalens®, ReSTOR™, ReZoom™
Call today for your free cataract screening and to see if you may be a candidate for the new smartest lens

THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSABLE FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE
REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION OR TREATMENT WHICH IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN
72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVOCE, EXAMINATIOND OR
TREATMENT. THE RISKS, BENEFITS AND ALTERNATIVES WILL BE DICUSSED DURING THE PATIENT'S CONSULTATION.

kidney disorders.

Call to reserve your
appointment today!

Ganesh Shenoy, M.D.

Have you had your
kidneys checked?

Diabetes and high blood
pressure can lead to

We accept most insurance plans

Tony Gulati, M.D.

Two Convenient Locations:
Fort Myers ¢ 239.337.9177
Lehigh Acres ¢ 239.303.2820

Jonathan M. Frantz, MD, FACS

Cataract & LASIK Specialist

Named in Best Doctors in America and
The Guide to America’s Top Ophthalmologists

Bringing lives
back into focus.

Specializing in:

- LASIK - On-site VISX Advanced

FLORIDA

EYE HEALTH

BETTER VISION IN SIGHT

Main Office:
12731 New Brittany Blvd.
Fort Myers

239-418-0999
800-581-0999

www.bettervision.net

CustomVue Technology

+ No Injection, No Patch Cataract
Removal

+ CustomLens Implants, including
ReSTOR® & ReZoom™

~ . Management of Eye Diseases

~« Comprehensive & Routine Eye Exams
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Fort Myers « Cape Coral - Punta Gorda « Lehigh Acres - Naples




