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Watch the kids around the swimming pool
Drowning is the leading cause of death for young children

'

BY MICHELLE L. START
Florida Weekly Correspondent

arri Roncaglione was busy tidy-
‘ ing up the house and only turned

away for few a moments, but those
moments will haunt her forever.

In that time her niece and 16-month-
old son, Brendan, managed to get out
the sliding glass doors and into the pool
area.

Roncaglione found her son face down
in the pool. He was rushed to the hospital,
where he was placed on life support for
13 days until on Oct. 17, 2004, he died.

“We had only lived in our home for
four months,” she said. “The people who
lived here before were an older couple
and they didn’t have a gate around the
pool. We planned on putting one up,
but then (Hurricane) Charley came. It
messed up the pool cage and then we just
kept on putting it off.”

The accident has made Roncaglione
into an advocate of drowning safety mea-
sures.

As temperatures have begun climb-
ing to unseasonably highs (The National
Weather Service in Tampa said 2008 has
been the 11th warmest season since they
began keeping records in 1891), officials
are trying to get the word out about how
to prevent drowning. The drowning rate
jumps by 50 percent this month and con-
tinues to climb until October every year
in Southwest Florida, said Diane Holm,
spokeswoman for Lee County Public
Safety.

“Drowning is the lead-
ing cause of death for
children between the
ages of 1 to 5,” she said.
“It is the second leading
cause of death for chil-
dren under 14.”

She said Florida
accounts for 15 percent of
all drowning across the
nation. There are an esti-
mated 11 million pools
in the state of Florida,
which increases accessi-
bility and accounts for
the high percentage of
drownings, Holm said.
There are an average
of 73 drowning deaths
every year, with about
five of those occurring in
Lee County.

“That’s five whole
families that are utterly
devastated,” she said.

Additionally, there
are some 198 reported
near drownings every
year across the state,
she said. Those involve
victims such as Brendan
Roncaglione who did not
immediately die from
their experience. Holm
said these are the people
who are brain damaged
from lack of oxygen and
can live for up to 20 years

Water
Safety Day
IS
Saturday,
March 29

drowning, according to Holm.

She said that number is also under-

reported.

“It is poor data,” Holm said. “Hospitals
don’t always report it and if they do, it’s
not always accurate. The real statistics
are anywhere from four to ten times the

number of children who die.”

As a way of increasing awareness,
officials will hold a Water Safety Day on
Saturday, March 29. The activities will
be held throughout the county at 10 dif-
ferent facilities and will offer everything
from free swimming lessons to sun block

samples.

For more information, contact Diane

Holm at (239) 335-1639. @

We always knew we had the best doctor’s

right here at home.

Doctors have unique, “inside”

perspective about who's at the top of
their profession, who's up on the latest
advances in their field, and therefore,
where they personally would turn for
state-of-the-art care when faced with a
serious medical problem.

And to get opinions with weight and
professional credibility, Best Doctors
consults the very best. They contact all
currently elected physicians, including
many department heads at major
teaching hospitals, and ask them to rate
specialists outside their own facilities.
Best Doctor’s process of peer review
requires that every listed physician be
re-evaluated with each new survey.

Best Doctors collects up to 1.5 million
evaluations annually. Only 5% of the
doctors in the U.S. are actually selected
to become Best Doctors.

Founded in 1989 by doctors affiliated
with the renowned Harvard University
School of Medicine, Best Doctors is the
leader in helping people get the best
medical care.

For more information, visit
www.bestdoctors.com

Best Doctors:

Congratulations to the LMHS physicians named to this year’s “Best Doctors®” list:

Patrick Sidney Bowman, MD
Internal Medicine (General)

Paul R. Bretton, MD
Urology

Richard Chazal, MD
Cardiovascular Disease

James A. Conrad, MD
Cardiovascular Disease

John D. Donaldson, MD
Otolaryngology

Alexander M. Eaton, MD
Ophthalmology

Patrick M. Flaharty, MD
Ophthalmology

Anthony F. Fransway, MD
Dermatology

Jonathan M. Frantz, MD
Ophthalmology

Paul M. Gardner, MD
Plastic Surgery

A.Thomas Ghuman, MD
Ophthalmology

Jacob Herman Goldberger, MD
Surgery

Stephen E. Hannan, MD
Pulmonary and Critical Care
Medicine

H. Scott Harris, MD
Gastroenterology

Brian W. Hummel
Thoracic Surgery

John C. Kagan, MD
Orthopaedic Surgery

Michael K. Kim, MD
Plastic Surgery

Ronica M. Kluge, MD
Infectious Disease

Thomas E. Kowalsky
General Surgery

Gregory Krill, MD
Family Medicine

Jeffrey W. Lewis, MD
Surgery

Michael Lutarewych, MD
Infectious Disease

Paul D. Mantell, MD
Internal Medicine (General)

Michael P. Metke, MD
Thoracic Surgery

William F. O’Brien, MD
Obstetrics and Gynecology

James W. Orr, Jr.,, MD
Obstetrics and Gynecology

John D. Osterman, MD
Pediatric Neurology

Paul A. Raskauskas, MD
Ophthalmology

James H. Rubenstein, MD
Radiation Oncology

F. Brett Shannon, MD
Pediatric Orthopaedic
Surgery

Martin Sherman, MD
Pediatrics (General)

Thomas E. Teufel, MD
Oncology and Hematology

Kenneth A. Tolep, MD
Pulmonary Medicine

Steven West, MD
Cardiovascular Disease

Glenn L. Wing, MD
Ophthalmology

James J. Worden, MD
Anesthesiology
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but never again have the same quality of
life. Those victims ultimately succumb to
the injuries they received in their near-



