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Conde Nast Traveler
recommends Gayo Costa

Beach among top ‘hidden beaches’ worldwide

Swimmers enjoying the nearly deserted beaches on Cayo Costa in Lee County.

SPECIAL TO FLORIDA WEEKLY

Cayo Costa Island Preserve’s virtual-
ly deserted yet alluring beach has been
named among the world’s best “hidden
beaches” on the online home of the pres-
tigious Condé Nast Traveler magazine,
Concierge.com.

According to the Web site, “There was
a time, before Florida and beachfront and
development evolved almost into one
word, when just about all of the Sunshine
State’s beaches looked like Cayo Costa’s -
soft white sand, chill-out serenity, and nary
a high-rise at the tide line.”

Cayo Costa was also one of nine beaches
featured in Florida Weekly’s “The Beaches
of Lee County” special edition, on Feb. 7.

The barrier island was purchased by
the state in 1985 and is reachable only by
private boat or a public ferry, operated by
Tropic Star of Pine Island, the official con-
cessionaire ( www.tropicstarcruises.com ).
Cayo Costa is mainly a state park; pristine
coastal Florida at its best - wide, unspoiled
white-sand beaches, rustic cabins and tent
campsites, along with outstanding bird and
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other wildlife to watch.

The award-winning Web site, with 2
million average unique users per month,
continues its accolades about Cayo Costa,
“Once you arrive, though, count on having
at least some of its nine miles of soft white
sand all to yourself . . . that’s our idea of
heaven.”

The Florida Department of Natural
Resources maintains 12 primitive cabins
and 18 tent campsites on the northern por-
tion of the island. The Web site states that
if you score one of these accommodations,

. you can be among the first to head
for the south end of the island at sunrise,
where the best shells wash up, especially
during the winter months.”

Cayo Costa’s beach was the only Florida
beach to rank on this coveted list. Other
beaches named are located in Hawaii, Aus-
tralia, Mexico, Morocco, Greece, Venezu-
ela, California, and Antigua and Barbuda.

For details on Cayo Costa and other
award-winning destinations that comprise
The Beaches of Fort Myers & Sanibel, log
onto www.FortMyersSanibel.com. l
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WeGotBoats.com

Southport Boatworks ¢ Pioneer Offshore Boats ¢ Caravelle Power Boats
#1 Pre-owned Boat Dealer in Florida since 1989
Consignments and Yacht Brokerage
Factory Authorized Yamaha and Mercury Service Center
239.694.4626
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Tuesday-Sunday, March 18-23, 8 p.m.
Saturday-Sunday, March 22-23, 2 p.m.
$72

The Saturday evening performance is generously underwritten by
U.S. Trust, Bank of America Private Wealth Management.

Vegetables,
Flowers,
Native Plants,
Baked Goods,

Local Seafood &

Ethnic Specialties

For tickets, visit www.thephil.org

or call (800) 597-1900.

Join us for Dinner at the Dome by Shula’s Steak House-Naples!
Call for menu information and reservations.

I M PHILHARMONIC CENTER fr the ARTS”

Temporarily
Located North of
Edwards Drive §
between the City
Pier and Boat Ramp

i LUSIVE
JAGUZZI DEALER

S. of Page Field, between Metro Pkwy & 41

5833 Pelican Bay Blvd., Naples, FL 34108-2740

A non-profit, community-supported arts organization.

For More Info Call 239-461-2623






