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what to do, where to go

   Ongoing events

 Upcoming events

n Call to artists - The Lee County 
Port Authority and the Alliance for the 
Arts have partnered to make the new 
“Art in Flight” exhibits at the Southwest 
Florida International Airport a success. 
Creative and planning committee members 
also include Florida Gulf Coast University, 
the United Arts Council of Collier County, 
and the Arts and Humanities Council of 
Charlotte County. Artists now have an 
opportunity to have their artwork consid-
ered for upcoming exhibits at the South-

 Tuesday, March 11

west Florida International Airport. The 
entry deadline for consideration is March 
13 before 5 p.m. All artists are encouraged 
to enter this juried selection process. Cat-
egories are sculpture, painting (including 
oil, acrylic, collage, watercolor, and mixed 
media), photography, prints and drawings 
(no crafts). An entry consists of one to 
three artworks. There is a non-refundable 
entry fee of $25 per artist. For an entry form 
with complete details please visit www.
artinlee.org or call the Alliance for the Arts 
at 939-2787.

n Art - The 32nd Sanibel-Captiva Art 
League Juried Exhibit attracts artists from 
Charlotte County to Naples and is open to the 
4,000 members of the Art Council of South-
west Florida. BIG ARTS Phillips Gallery 
will host the exhibit through March 31, at 900 
Dunlop Road, Sanibel. Realistic and abstract 
work in oil, watercolor, acrylic, pastel, char-
coal, ink and printmaking will be showcased. 
An artists’ reception and awards presentation 
will be held from 5:30–7 p.m. on Friday, March 
7. The Sanibel-Captiva Art League Juried 
Exhibit is sponsored by Lily & Co. Jewelry. 
Gallery hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday. For more information, call 
(239) 395-0900, email info@BIGARTS.org or 
log on to www.BIGARTS.org.

n Art - The Bob Rauschenberg Gallery 
presents “New Century New Painting: 
Recent Acquisitions from the Martin 
Z. Margulies Collection.” The exhibit 
runs through April 5. The work in this 
exhibition, produced since the turn of this 
century, speaks directly to some of the 
central issues painters are working with 
today. Imagery, gesture, form, abstraction, 
representation, pattern and materials are 
explored in this exhibit and reflect the 
broad range of ideas being developed by 
some of today’s premier artists. On loan 
from the Martin Z. Margulies Collection 
in Miami Beach, the exhibit includes work 
by Claire Woods, Bram Bogart, Jonathan 
Meese, Tal R, Chris Ofili, Karin Davie, Ulf 
Puder, Oliver Dorfer and others. Gallery 
hours are Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and Saturday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. For addi-
tional information call: 239-489-9313 or visit 
www.bobRauschenberggallery.com 
 
n History - One of the greatest anthro-
pological finds in history, “LUCY: The 
Story of Human Origins” spans 50 mil-
lion years in scope, from the early primates 
to the dawn of humanity. This exhibition, 
at the SWFL Museum of History in down-
town Fort Myers, represents a historical 
frame of reference for the human timeline 
which includes this comprehensive collec-
tion of exact replicas of skeletons, skulls, 
footprints, tools, and artifacts dramatically 
illustrates the story of the progression of 
humankind on Earth. As part of the exhibit, 
the museum store will feature anthropologi-
cal items and gifts and the best-selling book 
by the man who discovered her; “Lucy: 
The Beginning of Humankind,” by Donald 
Johanson and Maitland Edey. The exhibit 
runs through June 12. Call (239) 332-5955 or 
visit www.cityftmyers.com/museum.

n Call to artists - The Naples Art 
Association at The von Liebig Art Center 
in Naples, Florida, invites artists resid-
ing in the State of Florida to submit up to 
three entries of current work (created after 
January 1, 2006) in any media for ART 
ENCOUNTER 2008. The fine art and con-
temporary craft exhibition will be installed 
in the art center’s six galleries from May 10 
to June 29. At least $3,000 in cash awards 
will be presented to artists during the 
Members’ Preview Reception and Awards 
Presentation on May 9. Works appearing 
in the exhibition as well as the award win-
ners will be selected by guest juror Brian 
Dursum, director and chief curator of the 
Lowe Museum of Art at the University of 
Miami in Coral Gables. Online entries will 
be accepted at juriedartservices.com until 
March 16 with a non- refundable online 
application fee of $42 ($30 for current NAA 
members), and late entries (extra $20) will 
be accepted through March 30. NAA mem-
bership is not required. ART ENCOUNTER 
2007 featured 68 works by 49 artists from 
416 entries submitted by 155 artists. Entries 
came from as far away as Crystal River and 
Jupiter. For details, visit naplesart.org or 
call (239) 262-6517 x106.

n Bird watching - Experience 
Smokehouse Bay Preserve with Bird 
Patrol beginning at 8:30 a.m. Rarely 
open to the public, Smokehouse is on 
Pine Island.  Meet at Philips Commu-
nity Park (swimming pool car park) 
at Pine Island Center and carpool, fol-
lowing guide to the site.  The site is 
an old palm plantation growing on a 
salt marsh and will have had recent 
restoration work completed on it. For 
information call 482-6250. The event is 
free and provided in cooperation with 
Lee County Parks & Recreation.

n Symphony - The Southwest Flor-
ida Symphony Society has planned a 
fun-filled event to raise money for the 
Southwest Florida Symphony Orches-
tra and Chorus Association. 
Renoir’s Garden Party will be held 
from 2 to 4 p.m.. at the gardens of Berne 
Davis in Fort Myers. Gentlemen and 
ladies will delight in strolling along the 
flower beds, savoring the fragrant and 
colorful floral displays.  In addition, 
wonderful party treats will be served.  
Parking  is available at the Gulf Coast 
Church of Christ, 3825 McGregor Blvd.  
Trolleys will be available to ferry guests 
back and forth from the parking lot 
to the gardens.  The cost is $25 per 
person. For further information and 
reservations, contact Nancy Hamann at 
(239)768- 3275.

 Wedsday, March 12

n Auditions - The Schoolhouse The-
ater is holding auditions for upcoming 
plays from noon to 6 p.m. for its upcom-
ing Ray Cooney plays: “Funny Money,” 
“Run for Your Wife,” and “Caught in the 
Net.”  All plays are British comedies, so 
come prepared with a comedic mono-
logue.  “Funny Money” runs April 3 – 
May 3, with rehearsals beginning March 
20.  “Run for Your Wife” and “Caught 
in the Net” will be playing in rep during 
the summer (May 24 – Aug. 16).  Audi-
tion times are appointment only.  For an 
appointment, please email Victor Legar-
reta at schoolhousevic@aol.com or call 
472-8930.

n Jackson Browne - Jackson 
Browne’s Solo Acoustic Tour comes to 
the Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall 
Wednesday, March 19 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets 
are on sale at the box office, by calling 
(239) 481-4849 or online at www.bbman-
npah.com.  Groups of 20 or more, call 
(239) 489-3033, extension 3122.

n Vocal groups - Broadway Palm 
Dinner Theatre brings its fourth annual 
concert series to a close with two classic 
four-part vocal groups from the 1950s and 
60s: the internationally acclaimed The 
“Original” Diamonds” on March 17. The 
Diamonds will mix their hits with tributes 
to classic four-part vocal groups of the 
era – The Four Seasons, The Four Aces 
and the Four Lads, to name a few. They 
also honor some of the greatest solo art-
ists in rock n’ roll history. Tickets for both 
concerts are on sale now. Prices are $50 
for dinner and the show or $30 for the 
show only and can be reserved by calling 
(239) 278-4422, online at www.Broadway-
Palm.com or by stopping by the box office 
located at 1380 Colonial Boulevard in Fort 
Myers.

n Art - Space 39 in downtown Fort 
Myers will hold an opening reception for 
“Women’s Work: Feminist Art from a 
Man’s Perspective” on Saturday, March 
22 from 6-10 p.m. The issues of the Femi-
nist Art movement are re-examined and 
re-interpreted from the point of view of a 
single dad. Artist Jeffrey Scott Lewis uses 
acrylic paint and canvas to create collages 
that are inspired by the Quilts of Gees 
Bend. Using color, line and texture, the 
artist questions traditional gender-based 
roles and responsibilities. The abstract 
works are given titles that suggest the 
issues a stay at home mom faces in raising 
children, keeping a home and maintaining 
relationships. 

n Film - The annual Jewish Film 
Festival of Southwest Florida will be 
offering more films on more screens than 
ever before. The festival, sponsored by the 
Jewish Federation of Lee and Charlotte 
Counties, kicks off on Sunday, March 9, 
with an exciting double feature – “Sallah 
Shabati” and “The Impossible Spy” – at the 
Regal Bell Tower Cinemas beginning at 
2 p.m. It continues on Wednesday, March 
12, with “The Rape of Europa,” which airs 
at 7 p.m. at the Regal Bell Tower Cinemas. 
The next film, “Three Mothers,” is being 
offered in two locations – at Regal Bell 
Tower Cinemas on Tuesday, March 18, 
beginning at 7 p.m.; and at the Regal Town 
Center 16 in Port Charlotte on Wednes-
day, March 19, at 7 p.m. The annual festival 
concludes with “Aviva My Love” at the 
Regal Bell Tower Cinemas in Fort Myers 
on Tuesday, March 25, beginning at 7 
p.m. Series tickets for all five movies are 
being offered at $36 per person. Tickets 
for individual films are $8 per person, 
with a special $12 per person price for the 
March 9 double feature. Tickets are avail-
able by contacting the Federation at (239) 
481-4449. They will also be available for 
an hour prior to show time at each of the 
scheduled screenings.

n Smooth soul - The Tempta-
tions and The Four Tops perform at 
the Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts 
Hall on Monday, March 17 at 7:30 p.m. 
The Temptations stand in the forefront 
of American music – as current today  as 
they were when they formed in the early 
sixties. The Four Tops have been amazing 
audiences with their infectious blend of 
pure vocal power and sweet harmonies 
since 1954. With hit after hit, starting with 
“Baby I Need Your Loving,” and including 
“Standing in the Shadows of Love,” they 
maintain their vocal magic and continue 
to play to sell-out audiences all over the 
world. Tickets are on sale at the box office, 
by calling 481-4849 or online at www.
bbmannpah.com.

>>The Temptations (pictured above) and The Four Tops perform at the Barbara B. Mann Per-
forming Arts Hall on Monday, March 17.

>>Jackson Browne’s performs at the Barbara 
B. Mann Performing Arts Hall March 19.

Performing Arts Hall at 7:30 p.m. Since his 
initial impact on the music scene in the mid-
1950’s, he has maintained a consistently high 
level of performance both on recordings 
and on stage. Tickets are on sale at the box 
office, by calling 481-4849 or online at www.
bbmannpah.com.

n Film - The annual Jewish Film Fes-
tival of Southwest Florida will be offer-
ing more films on more screens than 
ever before. The festival, sponsored by 
the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte 
Counties, kicks off on with an exciting 
double feature – “Sallah Shabati” and 
“The Impossible Spy” – at the Regal Bell 
Tower Cinemas beginning at 2 p.m. Tick-
ets are $12 per person for this double fea-
ture. Tickets are available by contacting 
the Federation at (239) 481-4449. They will 
also be available for an hour prior to show 
time at each of the scheduled screenings.


