
Independent U.S. Congressional can-
didate and Cape Coral resident Jeff 
George opened the door of his office: 

a small, white house sharing a parking lot 
with the Islamic Center for Peace in Fort 
Myers. It was a quiet morning for the 
39-year-old Army veteran and documen-
tary filmmaker, clad in jeans, no shoes 
and a maroon polo T-shirt. He was there 
working on his campaign, Crazy for Con-
gress, with volunteer Chuck Myron.

George announced his bid for Florida’s 
District 14 seat in the House of Represen-
tatives on Sept. 7 at the Islamic Center. 
Footage of the announcement is avail-
able on YouTube and on his website, 
crazyforcongress.com. He will also be 
providing a live webcam of his day-to-day 
operations. 

It’s all part of his campaign — “Trans-
parency, Integrity and Accountability” 
— to give alienated voters insight into the 
political process and a candidate who will 
run outside the usual boundaries of big 
money and politics. 

“Wealth has always been the most 
direct means to power,” he said. “Right 
now, particularly with the Internet, we 
have a real opportunity to take some of 
that back — the opportunity for people 
to truly be heard and interact with each 
other.

“I think the problem is the political 
process has gotten so far away from aver-
age citizens and everyday people that we 
need to find some means of taking it back. 

A lot of things that happen in the political 
process are not the result of competition 
or malfeasance, but necessity. … One of 
the reasons the big money is so necessary 
is you really have to buy people’s time.”

His campaign will be running on 
$40,000 at best, while many winning 
bids for House seats spend upwards of 
$1 million. George and his eight-member 
volunteer staff are struggling to collect 
the 4,959 signatures needed by May 2 to 
officially get his name on the November 
ballot and avoid the $6,608 entry fee. So 
far they’ve collected over 100. 

“It seemed more democratic than try-
ing to buy our way into the ballot,” he 
said.

They found that most of the strip malls 
and shopping centers in the area wouldn’t 
allow him to campaign there. Big John’s 
in Cape Coral was an exception. They are 
planning to go door-to-door in Naples 
and have volunteers collecting signatures 
at Florida Gulf Coast University. George’s 
grandmother canvassed a senior center, 
he said.

Virtually unknown, George was also 
interviewed by the local daily paper last 
September. But on the day his big news 
was to appear, it was squelched by big-
ger news: George’s opponent, incum-
bent Republican Connie Mack IV, had 
announced a marriage engagement.

Was Mack’s news release a deftly timed 
attempt at one-upmanship, a power play 
to dominate media attention? Had he 
already perceived the Crazy for Congress 
campaign as a threat and taken off the kid 

gloves? That’s a doubtful proposition at 
best, George admitted.

“If it was an intentional move, we’re 
much more important than we thought 
we were,” he said.

That kind of attention can only be 
hoped for at this point. “But we’re on 
their radar. This is a real, viable campaign 
and I think we have a real shot at winning, 
particularly because this is a four-way 
race this year.”

Other opponents may include State 
Representative Burt Saunders, previously 
a Republican, and now running with “No 
Party Affiliation,” and Democrat Larry 
Burns, a professor at Florida Gulf Coast 

University. 
George was born in Ohio and moved 

Fort Myers when he was 4 years-old. He 
grew up in the area and attended Cape 
Coral High School before spending five 
years in the Army in Germany and then 
Korea during the Gulf War. 

During his last few years in the Army, 
George said he was attracted to the phi-
losophies of the Muslim religion. He con-
tinued to study the culture and in 2003, 
officially became a Muslim. Since then, 
he’s been directly involved with the Mus-
lim community in Fort Myers. 

“I’m a firm believer in the separation of 
church and state,” he said. “…But religion 
does play a role in the lives of individual 
Americans and we need to find a better 
way of discussing this in politics.”

In 2004, he started Daylight Moon Pro-
ductions, because of the ability to pur-
chase relatively inexpensive digital video 
equipment. George filmed a documentary 
in Syria, which aired on British television 
in 2005.

Eventually, he wants to produce a 3-D 
animated feature film, a sci-fi adventure. 
A self-confessed “science fiction geek,” 
his favorite movies include the Star Wars 
series, and his favorite books are Frank 
Herbert’s “Dune” series. But for now he’ll 
concentrate on the campaign.

“I can’t see doing it for the rest of my 
life, but I’d be more than happy continu-
ing this same effort for a term or two in 
Washington,” he said.

If he does go to the Capitol, George said 
he’ll be filming that, too. n
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Congressional candidate Jeff George 

Hop on. Regions Bank Grand Opening  
is rolling into your neighborhood.

Saturday, March 1: Free Lunch, drinks and more3 
Free Piggy Bank3   Pet adoptions from the Humane Society  
Free moonwalk, giant slide and face painting for the kids
Demonstrations from United Martial Arts
Fitness Consultations and so much more!

Stop by March 1 from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. and enter for a chance to win a 2008 Mercedes-Benz 
E320 BLUETEC and enter to win 1 of 7 opportunities to grab cash in the Money Machine.1 

Get $30 in gift cards2 when you open a new Regions Platinum Visa® CheckCard.

© Regions Bank. Member FDIC. Accounts subject to credit approval. 12008 Regions Grand Opening “Expect More Green” Promotion.  NO PURCHASE OR BANKING RELATIONSHIP NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN. A PURCHASE OR BANKING RELATIONSHIP WILL NOT INCREASE YOUR CHANCES OF WINNING.  
Sweepstakes open only to legal residents of AL, AR, FL, GA, IA, IL, IN, KY, LA, MS, MO, NC, SC, TN, TX, and VA of the age of majority or older in their state of residence.  Void where prohibited or restricted by law.  Promotion runs 1/18/08 through 12/31/08 (the “Promotion Period”).  To Enter: visit any Regions Bank branch 
grand opening event (a “GOE”) and complete an Official Entry Form and deposit in the Official Entry Box onsite at the GOE.  Visit www.Regions.com/Grand_Openings.rf to find the dates, times and locations of scheduled GOEs.  Limit one entry in the Promotion per person during the Promotion Period.  Sponsor will select one (1) 

Grand Prize Winner from among all eligible entries received during the GOEs held during the Promotion Period.  Grand Prize consists of a 2008 Mercedes-Benz E320 BLUETEC automobile (ARV of Grand Prize: $51,000).  Odds of winning the Promotion Grand Prize depend on the total number of entries received from all of the GOEs 
held throughout the Promotion Period.  Sponsor will also conduct “GOE Contests” during each GOE, and will select from the eligible entries received at each GOE: (i) one contestant who will receive a cash prize of $500 and will have the opportunity to play the Car Contest (the “Car Contest”) for a chance to win a 2008 Mercedes-Benz 
E320 BLUETEC automobile (ARV of: $51,000); and (ii) seven contestants who will each have a chance to collect as much money as they can in 15 seconds (up to $500) from the Money Machine (the “Money Machine Contest”).  (Total ARV of all prizes, including Promotion Grand Prize and prizes potentially available through all GOE 
Contests, is $1,921,000.)  Car Contest automobile prizes may not be awarded at any of the GOEs.  For more information, please visit a participating Regions Branch or www.Regions.com/Grand_Openings.rf.  Must be present at GOE to participate in GOE Contests.  Odds of being selected as a GOE Contest participant depend on the 
total number of eligible entries received at the time of the specific GOE drawings.  Subject to Official Rules available at participating Regions Bank branches and www.Regions.com/Grand_Openings.rf.  Sponsor: Regions Bank, 1900 5th Avenue North, Birmingham, AL 35203.  Administrator/Operator:  Big Sky Enterprises. 2The $30 
in cash or gift cards is only available to customers who open a Visa Checkcard at the Boy Scout Drive Branch, February 25–March 1, 2008. Cannot be combined with any other offers. Limit one per household. All accounts subject to the Regions Deposit Agreement.  3While supplies last.

GRAND OPENING:  
SATURDAY, March 1 
10 A.M. – 2 P.M.

Boy Scout Drive Branch 
5212 Summerlin Commons Blvd
239-275-0254
Located on the corner of Boy 
Scout Drive and Summerlin Road,  
next to Sam Galloway Ford


