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Unhalfbricking

MUSIC REVIEWED BY BOB JONES

Reviewing reissues of favorite records is
like shooting fish in a barrel. I much prefer
to turn my friends (that’s you, dear read-
ers) onto records that are new and hot off
the press, but in this instance I will make
an exception.

Issued in 1969, “Unhalfbricking” didn’t
make a ripple in the U.S. when it splashed
down. When it was reissued on CD in
1991, it fell on deaf ears again and was not
in print for long. The small label Water
Records has just reissued it again, and I

hope that the third time is the charm.

Unhalfbricking is a watershed record
because Fairport embraced timeless, tra-
ditional British folk music and brought it
into the 20th century. The influence that
this record had over groups like Jethro
Tull and Led Zeppelin (Fairport singer
Sandy Denny sang on “Battle of Ever-
more” from the fourth Led Zep record) and
many others cannot be underestimated.
This record opens with “Genesis Hall,”
a Richard Thompson composition, and
contains three Bob Dylan songs. Dylan’s
“If You Gotta Go, Go Now” is translated
into French and listed on the record as “Si
Tu Dois Partir.” Sandy Denny wrote two
songs, including her most famous tune,
“Who Knows Where the Time Goes?”
(Judy Collins had a hit with it on this side
of the pond.)

In my opinion, the highlight of the record
is the traditional British folk song “A Sail-
or’s Life,” featuring Denny’s vocals and a
fierce duel between Richard Thompson
(20 years old at the time) on guitar and
violinist/ future band member Dave Swar-
brick.

Some records that musicians cite as major
influences are not listenable to us mere
mortals, but “Unhalfbricking” is a classic
record that anyone can enjoy. ll
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Bob Jones is founder of Silver Platter CDs EST1998 in Fort Myers.
For info or to suggest music, email recordreviews@comcast.net
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Happy Hour Monday - Thursday
Coconuts Poolside Bar from 4 to 6pm

Thistle Lodge Lounge from 5 to 6:30pm
Featuring 1/2 priced well drinks and select wines by the glass.

Coming in March, Jazz & Sushi Every Friday Night
B
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Tour of Australia & New Zealand Wines
March |3th - Reserve Now

~ Upcoming Events ~
Single Malt Scotch Tasting with Food Pairings

Brinley Gold and El Dorado Rums Tasting with Food Pairings
Multi-course Italian Wine Dinner

Multi-course Introduction to Biodynamic Wines

For information and future invitations please register with
e-list@thistlelodge.com or phone Suzanne Watral at 579-1029.
e —
Dinner: Mon-Sat From 5 to 10pm & Sun 5 to 9pm
Classic Sunday Brunch: | lam to 2:30pm

2255 West Gulf Drive ¢ Sanibel, FL 33957
1-239-472-9200 « www.thistlelodge.com r
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EDISON NATIONAL BANK & BANK OF THE ISLANDS

PRESENT

WEDNESDAY
MARCH 5
7:30 P.M.

FOR TICKETS CALL:
(239) 214-0446

BRAVO!
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NEW YORK CITY BALLET
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