
The Southwest Florida Community Foun-
dation awards over $550,000 in scholarships 
annually to area students. The endowed 
scholarship funds that 
allow us to do this are 
established by donors 
who know the impor-
tance of an education 
and have the ability and 
desire to make a dif-
ference. Donors create 
these permanent lega-
cies in memory of a 
loved one, to honor a 
family member or pro-
vide educational incen-
tives for future com-
munity leaders.  

The scholarship 
awards vary from $500 
for a one-time schol-
arship to $20,000 for 
a four-year scholar-
ship. Do they make a 
difference in the stu-
dent’s life? Absolutely. 
But more than that, many 
of the students awarded 
scholarships from the 
Community Founda-
tion return to the area 
to practice what they 
have learned in col-
lege and become a 
productive part of our 
community.

Our scholarship 
recipients keep the 
foundation informed 
of their progress and 
they tell us about the 
importance of receiving 
the scholarship; not only of the 
financial reward, but also that it gave them 
the confidence to succeed because someone 
believed they were worthy of the award. 
Perhaps the scholarship award meant they 
would not have to find two or even three 
jobs to support them while pursuing their 
education. These students are focused on 
achievement as well as validation that they 
can succeed and attain their goals.

One of our students said it well. She spoke 
of the importance of receiving a scholarship 
from the Community Foundation and how 
her family came as political refugees from 
South America. 

“The help the foundation has given me 
not only benefits me financially, but it also 

empowers me to believe to a greater extent 
that nothing in this experience called life is 
impossible when one sets their mind to it.”

That is the power of a scholarship - the 
confidence it gives these young minds to 
forge ahead and reach their goals.

Scholarships are critical because they 
can be targeted at a 
local level, focusing 
on groups of students 
meeting a wide range 
of criteria. Addition-
ally, private aid com-
plements federal and 
other funding sources 
by making college 
more affordable for 
both low and middle 
income families and 
broadening student 
educational choices. 
Private scholarships 
can be leveraged with 
state and federal aid to 
lessen the burden of 
financing one’s college 
education. 

Many of these stu-
dents who received 

scholarships come back and 
focus their talents on the 

community. Many have 
matured in their ability to 
understand diversity and 
leadership. They become 
productive members of 

society, giving their time 
and talent to commu-

nity projects and pro-
grams, many for non-
profit organizations.

Is it our mission 
to support these stu-

dents with scholarships? 
Absolutely. The Com-
munity Foundation’s 

role is to connect donors 
and their philanthropic aspirations with 

evolving community needs. Our community 
needs productive, responsible citizens who 
are willing to give back to the community 
that helped them succeed. Our donors want 
to help students in their mission to succeed. 
Together, it is a win-win situation.

The Southwest Florida Community Foundation 
has been supporting the communities of Lee, Charlotte, 
Collier, Glades and Hendry through endowed funds for 
more than 30 years. With assets of more than $57 mil-
lion and 314 endowed funds, the community founda-
tion has provided more than $30 million in grants and 
scholarships to the communities it serves.

For more information, please call 274-5900, or visit 
their web site at www.floridacommunity.com. n
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How important are 
scholarships to our 
community?
By Carol MClaughlin____________________________
Chief Program Officer, 
Southwest Florida Community Foundation

PUZZLE AnSWERS

“The help the foundation 
has given me not only 
benefits me financially, 

but it also empowers me 
to believe to a greater 

extent that nothing in this 
experience called life is 

impossible when one sets 
their mind to it.”

Crü, Located in the Bell Tower Shops

Delightful 
to 

Decadent

An extraordinary dining experience and culinary 

celebration await you at the next Crü Protein Series.  

Come experience the many ways these lush foods 

are prepared — and enjoyed!  

Sunday, March 2: Crü Kobe Beef Protein Series

Wednesday, March 19: Crü Grouper Protein Series

$70 Per Person | $25 Supplemental With Wine
Reservations Required | (239) 466-3663

Get the full menu at
www.CruFoodAndWine.com

Amuse, Three Courses
and Something Decadently Sweet
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