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Antiquing it across the country

BY EVAN WILLIAMS

ewilliams@florida-weekly.com

ed-haired, soft-eyed Susan McCurdy

RZrought her silver tea kettles, assort-

d dolls, 1930s Fiesta ware, Victo-

rian antiques, sweet perfumed candles and

shabby chic cabinets to a small white house

on 2016 Jackson Street in downtown Fort
Myers.

McCurdy calls this neighborhood “The
Antique District,” the area south of Martin
Luther King, Jr. Boulevard that includes
the bus station, police station, library and
a number of antique shops and restaurants.
Her business, “Ivy Cottage Antiques,” is
located across the street from the historical
museum.

She has rented the more than 100-year-
old space since last January, and said find-
ing it was her own good fortune. But it’s all
due to her antique dealing neighbor, Jessie
Williams, who owns her own shop on Peck
Street across from the police station, called
“The Fancy Flamingo.”

“I wanted to find a building in the Antique
District,” McCurdy said. “And this was per-
fect. I had looked everywhere, from Palm
Beach Boulevard to Lehigh Acres. I walked
into the Fancy Flamingo one day because it
was raining out, and Jessie walked up to me
and said, ‘C’'mon, I have something to show
you. Don’t hate me if ’'m wrong, but I really
believe the person moved out of this little
building down the street” So in the rain,
sharing an umbrella, she walked me over
here. We looked in the window and I took
down the phone number and called them.
The building needed a little work, but here
we are today.”

McCurdy, 55, was born and raised in Lodj,
N.J. and moved to Fort Myers 19 years ago,

where she met her second husband (her
first husband is deceased). At the time she
was teaching creative writing to adults on
evenings at Cape Coral High School. During
the day she ran the clinic at Trafalgar Mid-
dle School. But soon, she and her husband
set off across the country.

“The company that he worked for sub-
contracted with environmental engineers to
clean up polluted sites around the United
States, so we traveled all over the place,” she
said. “That’s how I fell in love with antiques,
because I quit teaching to travel with him.”

They both had the weekends off and
spent them exploring. Wherever the job
had taken them — be it Wyoming, Indiana,
Michigan or New York — they would have
breakfast on Saturday morning, then pick a
random direction and start driving.

“We would just go down the road and hit
every antique store on the way,” she said.
“One day we went from Wyoming to Dead-
wood, S.D. and spent the night. The next day
we went to Mount Rushmore. It was just
continuous fun.”

The McCurdys hopped around like this
for about five years, before he subcontracted
with the Navy to work on an environmental
cleanup in Jacksonville that would take five
years to finish. By this time, she had built up
a collection and started dealing antiques.

“It was a large city, historic,” she said. “It
was just like being up north, with the oak
and maple trees and it got cold in the winter.
No snow though.”

But she had always kept a home in Fort
Myers, and when her husband finished the
job in Jacksonville, they moved back. She
had so many antiques that they filled two
storage lockers. McCurdy started storing
some of her products at The Fancy Fla-
mingo, where she met Williams.

It’'s not as busy as
this time last year, she
said, but she’s happy. A
steady stream of morning
customers usually thins

Discounts are available
at lvy Cottage due to
lack of business
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Susan McCurdy in front of her store, lvy Cottage Antiques & Candles

by the afternoon. Last Friday afternoon,
McCurdy stood alone in the front room of
her shop, in the natural light of the front
window. Outside, the street was empty.

“It’s always quiet late afternoon on Fri-

day,” she said. “I guess everybody’s anxious
to go home. There must be some reason.”

The hours at Ivory Cottage Antiques
are 11 am. to 5 p.m., Tuesday through Sat-
urday. W
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Introducing

The Business Equity Line of Credit

ORK FOR YOU

o One-time closing

 Monthly interest only payments

business expansion, short term cash flow needs or other business purposes.

Business Equity Line of Credit Features:
o Access line via checks or debit card

« No loan origination fee with a min. draw of $25,000
« Various size lines beginning at $50,000 to fit your needs

Suitable Property Types Include:

« Vacant Commercial Real Estate

o Owner Occupied Real Estate

« Income Producing Commercial Real Estate

« Income Producing Residential Real Estate
(no vacant residential accepted)
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Unlock the equity in your commercial or investment property including buildings and raw land to receive quick access to funds for working capital,

BANK, N.A.BPZZ

| Pat Sutton |

(239) 333-2838

www.swcapitalbank.com

All lines are subject to credit approval. Some restrictions may apply.
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