You told us you are ready to make a change. And we
want to help. At Grand Court Fort Myers you don’t have
to worry about preparing meals, housekeeping or
maintenance — we take care of all of it for you and more!

And now we're offering an exclusive incentive for
homeowners who currently have or are ready to list their
home in the real estate market. Save up to $15,000 simply by
choosing Grand Court Fort Myers. Here’s how it works:

» We'll pay for the 4th, 8th, and 12th months’ rent for any
new leased apartment on or before April 15, 2008.

» Combine this offer with our current apartment incentives
of $2,295 for apartment homes and $2,495 in the Villas.

So, take advantage of this special offer and let us help
you while you sell your house! For more information, call
(239) 433-4445.
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Others agreed.

“I think a lot of parents of children at
our school would be interested in the
high school,” said Karen Wedemeyer,
head of school at Good Shepherd Day
School, Punta Gorda. “As presented the
philosophy parallels our educational
philosophy. It would be a seamless tran-
sition for our students.”

The philosophy, as outlined by Wede-
meyer, included a heavy emphasis on
academic achievement in a culturally di-
verse setting, where children are taught
to be successful no matter their IQ or
standardized test scores.

“The Edison Collegiate High School
would serve students with a rigorous
curriculum to allow them to earn an as-
sociates degree at the same time they
graduate from high school,” said Steve
Atkins, Charlotte campus dean. “It
would not be just for honor students. We
would include students who are capable
but may not do well in a traditional high
school setting.”

The Edison College-backed school
would be a complement to the existing
public school system, not a competitor,
Atkins said. Serving average, gifted and
first generation college students would
be the goal.

The School Board of Charlotte County
became open about the proposal even if
it lost some state funding due to students
attending the collegiate high school.

Although likely a charter school, the
Edison-run school would also be a pub-
licly supported school. Books, tuition,
and transportation costs would come
from the school system.

“If (Edison) can fill a need for a seg-

ment of our student population,” said
Rene Desjardins, board assistant super-
intendent, “that’s a good thing. The bot-
tom line is what is best for the boys and
girls.”

The school could eventually serve
about 400 students, 100 in each grade.
It would have its own teachers and ad-
ministration without eliminating other
advanced programs at the college.

As an example, the dual enrollment
program has been in effect for about 30
years. It would not change.

The idea of having a high school and
college reside on the same campus has
attracted other county colleges such as
Broward County to start programs.

Closer to Lee, Collier and Charlotte
counties, Florida Gulf Coast University
offers early admission programs and
dual enrollments. It also has an FGCU
Collegiate High School.

The school’s spokeswoman, CarolAnn
Popovich, saw no competition between
the colleges for high school students.

“The Florida Gulf Coast University
Collegiate High School was established
(as an early admission program) to pro-
vide an educational opportunity to the
region’s ‘best and brightest’ students so
that they may fully utilize their junior
and senior years of high school to their
advantage,” Popovich said.

“Students enrolled in the (early admis-
sion) program take between 12-15 credits
a semester and may take advantage of
summer sessions. Each may earn up to
two years of college credit and/or a pos-
sible AA degree and receive free tuition
if coming from a public high school and
book fees.”
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