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A FUNNY THING HAPPENED 
ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM

S T A N
S M H 

 P

Historic Arcade � eatre - Fort Myers River District

Playing Daily (Except Mondays)
February 15 – March 16 

This nine-time Tony Award Winner takes audiences back to the zany 

streets of Ancient Rome in Broadway’s greatest musical farce. Forum 

will have us all donning togas and singing in the aisles to some of 

Stephen Sondheim’s most loveable songs. Join Florida Rep and the 

wacky antics of these Roman soldiers, slaves, courtesans and eu-

nuchs as we celebrate ten years with a “Comedy Tonight!”

Written by Stephen Sondheim

239.332.4488www.fl oridarep.org

GET YOUR 

TICKETS TODAY!

Box Offi ce
239-332-4488

S T A N
S M H 

This nine-time Tony Award Winner takes audiences back to the zany 

The Teapot Dome Scandal: 
How Big Oil Bought the Harding White 
House and Tried to Steal the Country

The Teapot Dome scandal was the 
Enron meltdown of its time. Although 
the story is complex, it all boiled down 
to greed and big oil, the lubricants that 
greased the wheels of one of the most 
blatant and shocking disgraces in Ameri-
can history.

Warren G. Harding became the nation’s 
23rd president following the election of 
1920, due in no small part to the petro-
leum industry, which helped secure and 
finance his nomination. Following his 
election, the fix was in as oil tycoons 
circled Washington like vultures ready 
to claim their spoils.

Harding was a rather simple man, and 
while he tended to his affairs of the heart, 
he left the affairs of state to others. His 
right-hand man was Albert Fall, who he 
picked to be his Secretary of the Interior. 
Fall lost no time accepting lavish gifts 
and cash from big oil. He and other mem-
bers of the cabinet greased the skids so 
that industry insiders could gain control 
of fuel reserves owned by the govern-
ment for pennies on the dollar.

What made the arrangement especially 
repulsive was that the reserves had been 
set aside by the government for wartime 

use by the 
U.S. Navy. 
The sites 
included a 
rich Wyo-
ming oil 
field named 
for the rock 
f o r m a t i o n 
that sat atop 
it, Teapot 
Dome.

Once Con-
gress learned in 1922 that the Interior 
Department had acted illegally in the 
dealings with oil interests, a massive 
investigation was launched, and ulti-
mately, Fall and several others were 
indicted and went to prison.

Laton McCartney’s latest book has all 
the page-turning appeal of a crisply writ-
ten mystery novel. With the eye of an 
investigative reporter, McCartney once 
again shows that he can take a complex 
story and make it exciting, entertaining 
and accessible. This is historical report-
ing at its very best. n

Books reviewed in this column are 
available online or at your local book-
store.
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By Laton McCartney 
(Random House, $27)
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