
The Fort Myers Rotary Club pre-
sented $202,000 in net proceeds gener-
ated from the club’s signature event, the 
Northern Trust Southwest Florida Wine 
Fest 2007, to two local children’s chari-
ties at the Jan. 8 Rotary Club meeting.  

Checks were presented by Wine Fest 
Chairman Dr. Steve Machiz and Rota-
ry Club Past President Gary Green.  
The Children’s Hospital of Southwest 
Florida, Wine Fest’s primary benefi-
ciary, received a check for $138,000 
for use toward the hospital’s building 
fund.  Hope Child and Teen Care, a pro-
gram of Hope Hospice and Community 
Services, the event’s secondary char-
ity, received a check for $29,000.  An 
additional $35,000 was presented to the 
Rotary Club Trust Fund leadership to 
continue the club’s support of children’s 
charities locally as well as internation-
ally through Rotary International.

“Four years ago, we set out to find 
a way to raise money for local chari-
ties,” said Machiz, founding chairman 
of Wine Fest.  “And we found a fun way 
to do that and entertain the adults at the 
same time.  It’s proving to be a perfect 
formula for doing well by doing good.”

In its fourth year, the Northern Trust 
Southwest Florida Wine Fest continued 
to expand the event’s scope and reach 
by involving Northern Trust as the title 
sponsor, featuring Clarke Swanson, of 
Napa Valley and Naples, as the sig-
nature vintner and highlighting world 
renowned Chocolatier Chef Norman 
Love, of Fort Myers.  

“The quality of the wine and food 

from area chefs was among the best I’ve 
seen all in one place,” said Sandy Robin-
son, president of Northern Trust Bank.  
“Northern Trust is delighted to be a part 
of this outstanding effort to benefit such 
worthy local charities.”

The Southwest Florida Wine Fest 
2007 was a weekend of events includ-
ing 11 Chef/Vintner Dinners hosted in 
private homes throughout Lee and Col-
lier Counties with the generous support 
of many of our area’s top chefs repre-

senting some of the finest restaurants 
in Southwest Florida.  The Wine Fest 
Gala and Auction held at the Bonita Bay 
Club, Bonita Springs, attracted more 
than 300 wine and food lovers who sam-
pled a wide variety of wines paired with 
specialty cuisine from 14 area chefs.

The next Southwest Wine Fest event 
will be held in early 2009.  For more 
information, or to stay abreast of Wine 
Fest activities, visit www.Southwest-
FloridaWineFest.com. n
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Connect. Heal. Save.

To help save a life or return joy to one, call 239-985-3550.

It’s all around us. � e 
need to pull together to 
ensure the strength and 
stability of healthcare in 

our community.  

Save a friend. A neighbor. 
Your sister.  Or a child two 

streets over you’ve never met, 
but who always smiles 

and waves when he rides 
by on his bicycle. 

Our growing population 
has created an incredible need. 

Giving to healthcare is one of the 
most powerful ways you can help 

your community.  

Your gift to Lee Memorial 
Health System Foundation 
goes directly to help provide 
treatments and services to 

those who are suff ering, right 
here in our area.

www.leememorial.org/foundation

Make a gift.  
Make an impact.  
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Fort Myers Rotary Club presents proceeds checks to area charities. From the left are: Patricia 
Bell, president elect; John McGee, Rotary Trust Fund;  Dr. Steve Machiz, Founding Chairman of 
Southwest Florida Wine Fest; Dr. John Iacuone, Executive Director, The Children’s Hospital of 
Southwest Florida; Gary Green, past president; Charles Idelson, Hope Hospice Board Chairman.

Wine Fest brings in $202,000 for charities
Local event sponsored by the Fort Myers Rotary Club
Special to Florida Weekly


