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GIVING

Forever giving

BY DR. JULIA EAST

President and CEO,
Southwest Florida Community Foundation

Forever is a concept most of us have
difficulty grasping, especially as it relates
to our own actions. Is it possible that
a decision we make today will have an
impact on generations
yet to be born? How
can we understand
the meaning of per-
manent, lasting and
enduring?

This “forever” con-
cept is exactly why
community founda-
tions exist. We create
an enduring source of
funding to meet the
needs of our commu-
nity through endowed
funds. An endowment
fund is permanent — the initial invest-
ment that creates the fund, along with the
gifts that are added over the years, will
always be at the community foundation to
generate income to meet future needs.

One of the most powerful, local exam-
ples of this concept is the Leonard San-
tini Fund, a field-of-interest fund (a fund
established to meet the needs in a certain
area such as arts and culture, education
or child welfare), created in 1978 at the
Southwest Florida Community Founda-
tion. This was the first major gift received
by the foundation upon its establishment
in 1976.

Leonard Santini, a potato farmer and
fisherman from Iona, was a giving man.
He dreamed of using his hard-earned
treasure for the benefit of people with
mental health problems, underprivileged
children, and Christian education.

With his attorney’s guidance, Mr. San-
tini willed his Fort Myers Beach shopping
center to the Foundation, creating what is
still our largest endowed fund. When his
gift matured, the Foundation sold Santini
Plaza for $2.5 million.

A quote from Mr. Santini in a
letter written before his death: ;

“T am eternally grateful to God

“Itis in Lee County that
God has blessed me, so
itis in Lee County that |
feel compelled to return
these blessings to Him.”

for the wisdom and good fortune which
He has given to me and it is through His
grace that I have been financiallly fortu-
nate. It is with this gratitude that I wish
to return to Him and for His Glory a por-
tion of what He has given to me through
this Foundation in seeking to help His
children. It is in Lee County that God
has blessed me, so it
is in Lee County that
I feel compelled to
return these blessings
to Him.”

Thirty years
later, this first major
endowed fund of the
Community Founda-
tion, originally worth
$2.5 million, is still
worth more than $2.9
million even though
it has provided more
than $4 million in
grants to area nonprofit organizations
since 1978.

In 2007, the Santini Fund provided
more than $160,000 in grants for agencies
such as IMPACT for Development Edu-
cation, Harry Chapin Food Bank, Com-
munity Cooperative Ministries, Inc., Sal-
vation Army, Bishop Verot High School,
VOICES for Kids of Southwest Florida,
Inc,, Tender Loving Care, and so many
more.

Whether you establish your own
endowed fund with your community
foundation or add to one of the many
already in place, you can be assured that
your gift will keep providing for South-
west Florida’s unmet needs for many
years to come.

The Southwest Florida Community Foundation
has been supporting the communities of Lee, Charlotte,
Collier, Glades and Hendry through endowed funds for
more than 30 years. With assets of more than $57 mil-
lion and 314 endowed funds, the community founda-
tion has provided more than $30 million in grants and
scholarships to the communities it serves.

For more information, please call 274-5900, or visit
their web site at www.floridacommunity.com.
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“...a heartfelt, compelling story”

Associated Press

Sponsored in Part by:

FAMILY THRIFT CENTER  Richard Prescott

lon laitman
january 28

attacca q wartet
march 31

afiara string quartet

february 25

amemet string quartet

april 28

new music

ROBB & STUCKY  GULF COAST SYMPHONY

chamber music society of

southwest florida

. new home . new auvdicnces |

2008 season

journey through music

of the last 100 years
january 28 march 31

lori laitman | ottorino respighi
i dmitri shostakovich béla bartdk

kellie-marie murphy|
february 25 april 28
samuel barber

osvaldo golijov
dmitri shostakovich béla bartak
jehn zorm

elliot carter

mondays at 7:30p

alliance for the arts foulds theatre
10091 mecgregor boulevard, fi. myers
ALL TICKETS $20
PURCHASE ONLINE,
BY MAIL OR AT CONCERT

www.chambersociety.org

The 3 Cantors
4 CONTORS

0 FmTR 1N SONG

Sponsored in part by Dr. Daniel Dosoretz and the Jewish
FLdLIaUOD\ of Collier & Lee & Charlotte Counties.

Barbara B. Mann Performing Arts Hall
Sunday, January 20, 2008 7:30pm
Tickets $25, $30, $36, $50
For tickets call (239) 481-4849

In person at the Barbara B. Mann Box Office
Online at www.gulfcoastsymphony.org




