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NEWS BRIEFS

Lee gets federal grant to help the homeless

Lee County agencies will receive $2.2 mil-
lion this year to provide housing and support-
ive services to homeless families and indi-
viduals - part of a record $1.5 billion in grants
announced last month by the Bush Adminis-
tration and U.S. Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Deputy Secretary Roy A. Bernardi.

The grants, part of HUD’s Continuum of
Care and Emergency Shelter Grant programs,
will help 168,000 homeless individuals and
families nationwide find emergency shelter,
transitional housing, and a permanent home.

The local grants - part of $69.7 million
distributed in Florida - will go to Southwest
Florida Addiction Services ($212,325), the Sal-
vation Army ($1,286,206), Renaissance Man-
or ($192,010), Ruth Cooper Center ($98,736),
Lee County Human Services ($300,232), and

Emergency Shelter Grant funds ($93,910) to
fill critical needs for permanent supportive
housing and continue programs that deliver
a broad range of health, housing, and employ-
ment services for Lee County’s homeless resi-
dents.

The Lee County 2008 Homeless Con-
tinuum of Care submission covered all local
jurisdictions. Lee County’s Department of
Human Services is responsible for the plan-
ning, application, and administration of the
grant funds. Local partnering agencies, which
are members of the Lee County Coalition
for the Homeless, implement Lee County’s
Continuum of Care activities. Continuum ac-
tivities focus on restoring homeless families,
individuals, and children to housing and self-
sufficient lives. l

Conference participants
volunteer to improve local wetlands

Nearly 400 HSBC North-America ex-
ecutives who are visiting Lee County for a
conference are partnering with Lee County
Parks & Recreation and Conservation 20/20
staff. Volunteers will remove the non-native
invasive tree called melaleuca from the wet-
land areas of a recently acquired Lee County
preserve on Friday Jan. 11 from 1 to 5 p.m..

HSBC North-America is one of the Top 10
financial services companies in the U.S.

Volunteers will work on the Imperial
Marsh Preserve (Galloway Tract. The site is
roughly seven miles east of Interstate 75 on
Corkscrew Road (exit No. 123).

Melaleuca was introduced to Florida about
150 years ago as a method of draining land
so it could better be used for agriculture and
development. Not only was it exceedingly
effective at lowing the water table, it was ex-

tremely invasive and took over many areas of
South Florida, replacing natural vegetation
and destroying wildlife habitat. The removal
of melaleuca and initial restoration of the Gal-
loway Tract of the Imperial Marsh will benefit
the preserve and surrounding area by allow-
ing the natural plant communities to flourish,
ultimately improving the ecosystem processes
that affect Lee County’s water and air quality.

As part of its long-standing green commit-
ment and community engagement, HSBC
partners with local organizations on envi-
ronmental and educational projects for exec-
utives at conferences so they can experience
first hand the rewards of making a difference
in the communities they serve or visit.

For information call Betsy Clayton, (239)
826-4606 or Kathy Cahill, (239) 707-0876 or
go to www.leeparks.org
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Wellness Centers
of Lee Memorial Health System

Medically based, high-tech fitness centers

B Personal training

B Group exercise classes
B Clinical programs

B Free weights

B ...And so much more!

For more information on membership, please call or stop by one
of the Wellness Centers of Lee Memorial Health System today.
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LEE MEMORIAL HEALTH SYSTEM

2070 Carrell Road
Fort Myers, FL 33901
(1mile south of Lee Memorial Hospital)

239-418-2000

LEE MEMORIAL HEALTH SYSTEM

609 S.E. 13* Court
Cape Coral, FL 33990
(Behind Cape Coral Hospital)

239-573-4800

Have it all.

The return you're looking for. The convenience you deserve.
The security you expect.

500%

on balances of $1,000 or more

Money Market Account - For the first 90 days
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AMIRUST BANK

www.amtrust.com | 888-AMTRUST

Bonita Springs Coconut Point Shopping Center ¢ 23050 Via Villagio * (239) 498-2381

Hours M-F. 9am to 5pm
CD/Money Market accounts only. No cash deposits or withdrawals at this location;
you'll need a bank check or personal check to fund your account

Money Market Account requires $1,000 minimum deposit to open. Account must be opened by 01/31/08 and funded @
with money not currently on deposit with AmTrust Bank. 5.00% Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for the first 90 days on

all balances up to $250,000 (balances of $250,000 and over will earn the standard rate of 4.25%). After the first 90 ¥EwEiT
days, 5.00% reverts to standard tiered rate for balance on deposit at that time. Standard Money Market tiered APYs w, .1,
accurate as of 12/27/07 and are as follows: $1- $24,999 is .75%; $25,000 - $49,999 is 3.75%; $50,000 + is 4.25%.

This is a 7-tiered account. At any time, interest rates and APYs offered within two or more consecutive tiers may be the same.
When this is the case, multiple tiers will be shown as a single tier. Account limited to six (6) withdrawals or transfers (including
ACH and ATM transfers to third parties) per statement cycle, of which three (3) may be checks. Standard rates may change at
any time after account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. There will be a fee if your account is closed within 180 days of
opening. Not available for business and non-profit accounts.

And the musie.

And the lighting.

And the atmospners.
And the bar.
And the lounge.
And the people.

And the gxperiance. 3
ther than that..... IDENTIGAL.
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