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LATEST FILMS

The Golden Compass

REVIEWED BY DNA SMITH
Special to Florida Weekly

Running Time: 1 hour 53 minutes
MPAA rating: PG-13

GRADE: D

If it’s the holiday season, that
means another epic film fea-
turing a little person with an
English accent on a magical
adventure. This year’s offer-
ing is “The Golden Compass,”
a lush, beautifully art directed
fantasy that is long on exposi-
tion and sadly short on heart.

I really wanted to like this movie.
It has zeppelins and polar bears and
Nicole Kidman wearing hot outfits. How
could it fail?

And vyet, fail it does.

The film is based on a series of popu-
lar books by Philip Pullman, and direc-
tor Chris Wietz (“American Pie”) makes
the same mistake Chris Columbus made
with the first Harry Potter film: He
spends so much time trying to remain
faithful to the narrative of the books that
he crushes the magical spirit that made
the books so entertaining.

So much time in “The Golden Com-
pass” is spent explaining the plot and
backstory that I really didn’t have time
to care about the characters because
I was trying to remember what was
going on and who was who. In fact,

I'm hard-pressed to explain the plot to
you because I'm still not sure what the
movie was about. It has something to do
with magical dust that’ll allow people to
travel to parallel universes and an ortho-
dox institution called the Magesterium
that’s trying to suppress knowledge of
it. I'm guessing this is an allegory of how
organized religion tries to stifle scien-
tific inquiry.

The last half hour of the movie is a lot
of fun because of the bear fights, but by
the time you get that far, you’ll probably
have fallen asleep or left the theater.

I can’t really recommend “The Gold-
en Compass,” because I can’t figure out
who would want to see it. It’s too con-
fusing for kids to keep up with; and too
juvenile and convoluted for adults. H
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Just 3'/; hours to Key West! « Air Conditioned Cahins
Satellite TUs ¢ Full Gallery & Bar ¢ Group Rates Available

ROUND TRIP

with this ad
Regular Round Trip Fare $129

KEY WEST EVENTS
Dec. 31st - New Year’s Eve Celebrations
Jan. 1st - After Midnight Kwanzaa Parade
Jan. 10th-20th - 26th Annual Key West Literary Seminar
Jan. 19th - 3rd Annual Key West Seafood Festival
Depart from Ft. Myers Beach

1-888-539-2628

www.seakeywestexpress.com

*Limited time offer. Minimum 8 day advance purchase. No other offers valid. Certain restrictions apply.
Non-refundable. Excludes port, weekend fees and surcharges.
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“The Original Sausage King”

Weight Training
Cardio Machines
Aerobic Classes
Smoothie Bar
Child Care

4,500 Sq. Ft. “Ladies ONLY”
Facility available.

1755 Boy Scout Drive | Fort Myers

239.931.0MNI

www.theomniclub.com
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w#= ¢ Thefinestin choice beef, pork, veal & poultry

g » Largest selection of Italian specialties

£ & o * Quality homestyle catering for any occasion
U.S.D.A. CHOICE BLACK ANGUS CITTERIO
PRIME RIB GENOA OR HARD
STANDING $Q99 SALAMI $ gg
RIB ROAST 0" 39
U.S.D.A. CHOICE BLACK ANGUS BEL CAPRI
BOTTOM ROUND PROVOLONE
ROAST  $999 cuesse 999
CENTER CUT IMPORTED SICILIAN
BONE IN SHEEP’S MILK

PORK
CHOPS

BONE IN COUNTRY STYLE

PORK
RIBS

FRESH GROUND

MEATBALL$

MIX

LB.

§299

§199

CHEESE

BELLAITALIA

GNOCCHI

IMPORTED FROM ITALY 1 LB. PKG.

SCLAFANI

TOMATOES

CRUSHED OR WHOLE

SALE ITEMS GOOD THRU 12/24/07 » WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

12326 South Cleveland Avenue * Monday-Saturday * 9am-6pm ¢ 936 7215
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