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WINTER READING

To The Edge of the Stars

By Joyce Henderson
(Dorchester. Paperback. $6.99)

REVIEWED BY
PRUDY TAYLOR BOARD

Fort Myers author Joyce Hen-
derson has penned a charming
romance novel, “To The Edge
of the Stars,” just out from
Dorchester. The novel, an his-
torical, takes place in central
Texas in 1870. The heroine is
a young woman named Kalen
Barrett whose parents were
murdered by Indians. With
no home and no funds, Kalen
travels from ranch to ranch
with her alcoholic uncle, Jed
Barrett.

It’s a rough life and Kalen has, of neces-
sity, submerged her feminine side until she
arrives at the Savage Ranch and meets Tay-
lor Savage, the man who owns the ranch
along with his mother, sister, and brother.
The entire Savage family accepts Kalen
and her uncle, without reservation, and
not only because both are excellent with
horses. Indeed Lael Taylor, the matriarch,
insists that it’s inappropriate for Kalen
to bunk with the other ranch hands and
insists, overriding Kalen’s reluctance, that
she move into the main house. From there,
in one sense, To The Edge of the Stars is
a typical romance novel. Readers know
that Kalen and Taylor will ultimately be
together by the end of the book and that
the major problem will be resolved. How-
ever, Henderson’s book has a very satisfy-

ing depth. The char-
acters are extremely
well drawn and sym-
pathetic. Uncle Jed
is definitely an alco-
holic, but he struggles
with his addiction for
Kalen’s sake and you
admire that. Kalen is
insecure, laden with
sad memories, but
brave and loyal to her
uncle.

The Savage fam-
ily also embodies a
close, loving family
— although they are
not without their own
emotional baggage.
Lael Savage had com-
mitted the unpardonable sin of falling in
love with and marrying Running Wolf, a
Comanche. Not only did Lael’s family turn
their back on her, they murdered her hus-
band and Lael lost her sight as a result of
the emotional trauma.

But Henderson, like cream, rises to the
top in her treatment of the Indians. Being
half-Indian, the Savage siblings have a foot
in both worlds and honor many of the
Comanche traditions and habits. In writing
both about the Indians and their beliefs,
Henderson, who was born in Texas, writes
with compassion and respect about the
Indians while evoking a crisply dramatic
and fascinating portrait of the Lone Star
State in the 1800s. M

Books reviewed in this column are avail-
able online or at your local bookstore.
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YUie Ant Lengue of Font Muena

"The Art League of Fort Myers contributes to the cultural life of the com-
munity by promoting fine art to all. It operates many programs that provide encour-
agement and learning opportunities in the arts for adults and children in the Fort
Myers area. The League’s “Art-at-Noon” lectures and demonstrations take place on
the first Monday of each month. There are also, Plein-Aire painting excursions and
free “Open-Paint” on Wednesdays at the gallery at 1451 Monroe Street, in the heart
of the River District.

"The League provides other low cost art instruction opportunities to its
members, and the public. It participates in the community by providing art sup-
plies and assistance to Mary’s House of Hope, and offers arts scholarships to school
children.

Several famous artists demonstrate, and hold classes that are open to the
public, at the League offices on Monroe Street.. Gail Bennett, the acclaimed im-
pressionist painter from Giverny, France, and Tom Jones, the watercolorist featured
in Artists’ Magazine are but two of many that will appear in the coming year. Our
President Jan-ellen Atkielski will present her workshop, “TI'he Business of Art” once
again. It's a professional development class designed to help all levels of artists man-
age a career in the arts. Topics will include: portfolio preparation, resume writing,
marketing plans, and a manageable accounting method for artists.

Each four to six weeks, the League holds either a judged or juried exhibi-
tion. Receptions held usually on Friday at 6pm open each exhibit. These are open
to the public at our Monroe Street gallery. Upcoming shows are: “Small Packages”
in December, and the juried “River District” and “Odd Object” show in January-
March. The exhibits consist of original art from local artists at reasonable prices.
Jack O'Brien and Greg Biolchini are among the judges for those shows.

For more information visit us at www.artleagueoffm@embarq.com. The
League used the SW Florida Community Foundation Arts & Attractions Fund
Grant for this advertisement. Copy by Jan-ellen Atkielski.




