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WOMEN & MONEY

|dentity crisis

BY SUZE ORMAN
Special To Florida Weekly

Identity theft has
been the top consum-
er fraud complaint
lodged with the Fed-
eral Trade Commis-
sion for seven years
straight.

Here’s how to avoid
becoming a statistic:

. Scour  your
accounts. Identity theft
comes in two basic fla-
vors. Someone either gains access to an
existing account or poses as you to get a
loan or open a new account. To protect
yourself, closely monitor your accounts
for anything fishy -- a charge you didn’t
make, a withdrawal you didn’t take out.
Spend a few minutes each month review-
ing your statements to make sure your
accounts haven’t been invaded. If you
spot a problem, call customer service
immediately.

* Check your credit reports. Most
likely, you have a report on file at one of
the three major credit bureaus: Equifax
(800-685-1111), Experian (888-397-3742),
or TransUnion (800-888-4213). If an
identity thief has opened any accounts
using your personal information, it will
show up in your report. Get a free
copy of your records from all three

internel

credit bureaus every year
at www.annualcreditreport.
com or 877-322-8228. You
can receive them all at once
or request a report every
four months to monitor
your accounts throughout
the year.

If you have children, run
the same check using their
Social Security numbers.
Identity thieves love to open
accounts under children’s
names because the crime
can go undetected for years.
It’s also smart to make sure your parents’
reports are in good shape; again, thieves
love to prey on the unsuspecting.

e Make life harder on would-be crimi-
nals. Placing a fraud alert on your credit
report can slow down thieves. An alert
serves as a signal to potential creditors
to be extra careful granting any new
cards or loans on your account.

But it’s important to understand that
alerts don’t force the creditor to go the
extra mile to protect you; they’re merely
a suggestion. You can put a free 90-day
alert on your accounts by calling one of
the credit bureaus, which is required to
send your request to the other two. It’s
up to you to renew your alert every three
months. A seven-year fraud alert is avail-
able only to someone who has already
become a victim of identity theft.

* Freeze out thieves. A security freeze
is the most powerful way to protect your
personal information, but not all states
allow you to set one up. To put a freeze
on your credit reports, you must contact
the three credit bureaus separately in
writing. Unless you’ve been victimized,
there may be a charge to put a hold in
place. And because it keeps prospective
creditors from looking at your accounts,
they won’t have access to the informa-
tion they need to grant new loans or
issue new credit cards. If you're applying
for one, you will first need to call the
credit bureaus and have the freeze lifted
so creditors will be able to check your
record. And be aware that a freeze locks
you out, too. H

— Suze Orman is a best-selling author
and Emmy award-winning TV host
whose new book, “Women and Money;”
was published in March 2007. For details,
please visit www.suzeorman.com.

BONITA SPRINGS
3301 BoNITA BEACH RD
SuiTe 306

ABOVE AND BEYOND
BEAN COUNTING

---.-J' =
LN Fiers
L] -

239.390.8882

WWW.BRIERSCPA.cOM

FORT MYERS
12800 UNIVERSITY DR
SuiTe 200

The Power of Personal Service.

Left to Right: John Reingardt, Dennis Kucera, Bill Valenti, John Hodas and John Fritts

Let us introduce you to our unique combination of financial expertise,
community service and client relationship building...banking the way

you've always wished it could be.

Involvement in the Rotary Club of Fort Myers, United Way of Lee
County, Greater Fort Myers Chamber of Commerce — these are just a few

ways Florida Gulf Bank demonstrates the power of strong leadership, and

FLORIDA
GULF

BANK==

The Power of Personal Service

the power of personal service...every day.

9101 College Pt. Ct., 332-4440
7580 Winkler Rd., 481-2875
2247 First St., 332-3527

1631 Del Prado Blvd., 242-1270
8870 Daniels Pkwy., 225-7268

Two NEW Locations, Now Open!
Colonial / Six Mile Cypress, 433-6020
Sandoval / Cape Coral, 433-6000
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Commercial

m Corner of Joel & Bell
m 4.620 acres

m Potential For CPD re-zoing

m 15,251 sq.ft. of building space
m Traffic light at the corner
Offered for: $4,000,000

m Lee Blvd. frontage approximately 470 ft.
m Zoned CS-1m 71,431 Sq.ft.

m Water & Sewer

m Includes 2 homes w/ conversion potential
m 700 Taylor Ln. Lehigh Acres

Reduced to: $895,000

= Zoned CN-3

m Center of Lehigh Acresl

m Zoned C-2 m 37,810 sq.ft.

m 2,970 sq.ft. of building space

m City water & sewer

m 1250 Business Way, Lehigh Acres

Offered for: $725,000

m D.O. InPlace
m Busy intersection
m Near Hwy. 82 & Daniels Pkwy.

Offered for: $524,900

f John McWilliams

- Broker

113 Cell: 239-841-0570
MCWlll;‘aSll;so Elllgllfleeg P: 239-466-9411 F: 239-225-6124

e-mail: john@mcwilliamsbuckley.com
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

www.McWilliamsBuckley.com

m 1 Acre +/- (321 feet of road frontage)




