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BRIDGES
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Fort Myers. The traffic tends to block side
roads without traffic signals leading into
Cleveland Avenue.

“It is just a perception but it seems to me
that with the bridge toll (change) we have
more traffic using the Caloosahatchee
Bridge,” said Fort Myers Police Depart-
ment Sgt. William Quick. “Once at 3 p.m.
the traffic backed all the way up to Fort
Myers and there was no accident or cause
for that to happen at that time of day. I
can’t say the tolls are causing the traffic.”

Last week six drivers waiting at a signal
to head to the bridge did not want to give
the reasons they chose the Caloosahatchee
Bridge. Those who did respond to ques-
tions said it was just the easiest way home.
None would give their names.

To save money and possibly alleviate
traffic jams, Lee County commissioners
voted last summer to put one-way tolling
into practice on two of the four bridges
across the Caloosahatchee River starting
last month. The change remains a one-
year trial period.

The savings could come from canceling
a $10 million Cape Coral Bridge toll pla-
za expansion. A nearly $1 million savings
could come from a reduction in staffing,
equipment and other operating expenses.

Overall, traffic has been declining on
Cape Coral bridges despite the city’s pop-
ulation growth to more than 150,000, Win-
gard said. The differences between Sep-
tember 2006 and September 2007 on the
Midpoint Bridge, the bridge closest to the
state bridges, show that 56,141 fewer trips
were made across that bridge that month.

The numbers for the Cape Coral Bridge
show that trips across it declined by more
than 27,600 from 2006 to 2007.

Statistics for the month of November
were not yet available for any bridge.

“Idon’t know if a large number of people

= the bridges ¢ ==

>> (Caloosahatchee River Bridge (U.S. Highway
41): 4 travel lane single-span bridge connects
North Fort Myers with Fort Myers, over the
Caloosahatchee River. Free.

>> Cape Coral Bridge (College Parkway/Cape
Coral Parkway): Two 2 travel lane spans (one
eastbound, one westbound) connect Cape Coral
with South Fort Myers, over the Caloosahatchee
River. Toll $2 Westbound

>> Edison Bridge (State Road 739): Two 3
travel lane spans connect North Fort Myers with
Fort Myers, over the Caloosahatchee River. Free.
>> Midpoint Memorial Bridge (State Road 884):
4 lane single span bridge that connects Cape
Coral with Fort Myers, over the Caloosahatchee
River. Toll $2 westbound.

are coming over from Cape Coral for free
and then going back on the state bridges,”
Wingard said. “With the price of gas it isn’t
really saving them money anyway.”

However, the roads leading to the state
bridges, the Caloosahatchee and the Edi-
son, are getting busier.

“Over the four years we have seen the
trend is up for travel on our bridges,” said
Debbie Tower, Florida Department of
Transportation spokeswoman.

There could be reasons other than toll-
avoidance why there are fewer drivers us-
ing the two toll bridges. Wingard said.

“The Cape is developing a lot of shop-
ping and restaurants for people to go to,”
Wingard said. “They used to have to come
to Fort Myers for that, now they don’t.”

That makes at least one Cape official
who works on spurring economic devel-
opment in the city happy.

“I knew it would happen; I just didn’t
think it would be so fast,” said Mike Jack-
son, the city’s economic development
director. “We had a lot of commercial
growth. Just in the past fiscal year we
added 437,760 square feet of commercial
buildings.” H

Eventually it all boils down to: Do | want a car, or do | want a Porsche?

The decision couldn't be more clear-cut. Legendary Porsche handling. A potent, new direct fuel injection
engine that uses less fuel. And it's all tightly wrapped in a newly redefined, more muscular stance.
Now do you want a Cayenne, or did you just want a car? Porsche Cayenne. There is no substitute.

The new 2008 Cayenne. Starting at $46,400.
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Pre-Owned Inventory

Porsche Certified Pre-Owned ‘02 911 Carrera Cabriolet, Lapis/Graphite Leather, 6 Speed, Only 21,693 Miles, VIN 650365 Select Pre-Owned

‘02 Boxster S, Arctic Silver/Grey Leather, 6 Spd, Options, 24,964 Miles VIN 661071
‘05 911 Carrera Cabriolet, Basalt Black/Sand Leather, 6 Speed, 30,464 Miles VIN 755085
‘04 911 Carrera 4S, Black/Black Leather, Tiptronic, 23,947 Miles, VIN 622177

‘05 Cayenne S, Titaniumy/Black Leather, 19" Wheels, 31,627 Miles, VIN A66070

‘05 Cayenne Turbo, Arctic Silver/Palm Leather, Options, 32,066 Miles, VIN A92362
‘02 911 Carrera Cabriolet, Guards Red/Savanna Beige Leather, Tiptronic, 11,470 Miles, VIN 652246

‘05 Cayenne S, Black/Havanna Leather, Navigation, Only 9,025 Miles, VIN A63572
‘06 Cayenne Turbo S, Silver/Black Leather, Options, 11,325 Miles, VIN A92238
‘06 Boxster, Black/Black Leather, Tiptronic, Only 11,288 Miles, VIN 711210

‘06 911 Carrera Cabriolet, Arctic Silver/Black Leather, 6 Spd, 17,413 Miles, VIN 65755343
‘04 911 Turbo Cabriolet, Seal Grey/Black Leather, Tiptronic, 16,346 Miles, Vin 675172
‘01 911 Carrera Cabriolet , Guards Red/Sand Leather, 6 spd, 32,718 Miles, Vin 654425

‘99 911 Carrera Cabriolet, Arctic Silver/Grey Leather, 6 Spd, 33,879 Miles, VIN S656521

‘07 Boxster S, Black/Black Leather, 5 Spd, 12,417 Miles, VIN 710334

‘03 911 Carrera 4 Cabriolet, Arctic Silver/Graphite, 6 Spd, 15,221 Miles, VIN 651914

‘06 Cayenne Titanium, Iceland Blue/Grey Leather, Navigation, 9,119 Miles, VIN A68483
‘06 Cayman S, Midnight Blue/Sand Leather, 6 Spd, Navigation, 3957 Miles, VIN 780678
‘08 911 Turbo Cabriolet, Guards Red/Black Leather, Tiptronic, Only 2,050 Miles, VIN 788183

If qualifying pre-owned Porsche Approved vehicle is purchased or leased while still under new vehicle warranty, maximum coverage is 6 years/100,000 miles from original in-service date. If purchased or leased outside new vehicle warranty, maximum coverage is 2 years/100,000 miles from date of purchase or lease.
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