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Grant will help make detox center a reality

BY MICHELLE L. START
Florida Weekly Correspondent

Southwest Florida Addiction Services is
$250,000 closer to building a new detoxifi-
cation center and outpatient treatment facil-
ity after a donation from The Kleist Family
Foundation.

The money will be used to help equip the
detoxification wing of the complex that is
being constructed on Evans Avenue in Fort
Myers adjacent to Southwest Florida Re-
gional Medical Center.

“We are very grateful to the Kleist family
for recognizing the importance of provid-
ing treatment for residents with the chronic
disease of addiction, which impacts one in
five people in our community,” said SWFAS
CEO Kevin B. Lewis.

The Kleist Family Foundation gift is the
second $250,000 pledge SWFAS has re-
ceived. Earlier this year, Jim and Donna
Sublett pledged $250,000 for the Outpatient
Treatment wing, which will be named in
their honor.

Peter D. and Eleanore A. Kleist, who re-
tired to Fort Myers from Ohio, set up the
Kleist Family Foundation. It has made
multiple financial contributions in both
locations. According to daughter Kathryn
Kleist, some of those contributions have
gone to the Salvation Army, Florida Gulf
Coast University and to local environmen-
tal organizations. Peter Kleist is a senior
advisory trustee of the Southwest Florida
Community Foundation and was the devel-
oper of Town & River Estates in Fort Myers
in the 1960s.

Kathryn Kleist said that the foundation
had made several multi-year commitments
before the economy dipped. As those grant
periods ended, she began to look around.

“I was looking and mother was looking at

where we could put some
of the foundation mon-
ey,” she said. “There
were things dad had
set up, where he had
part interests, and this
fell within those guide-
lines. I had suggested we
look at a two to three year
gift so we could do something
substantial, but this was completely

her decision to gift this amount over the time
frame. It is what she has chosen to do. I am
basically assisting.”

Following Peter Kleist’s stroke, his wife
has become more involved with the founda-
tion although each of his children also re-
ceive smaller allocation rights.

“I gave her information to read, a series
of articles that had been done in the paper,”
Kathryn Kleist said about how her mother
learned about the detoxification center. “She
was excited about it.”

SWFAS now has raised more than $5.7
million toward the $9.5 million cost of the
new facility. Other major gifts have been
received from the Lee County Commission,
State Housing Initiatives Program (SHIP),

US Department of Health & Human
Services, Southwest Florida Community
Foundation, Lee Memorial Health System,
Claiborne and Ned Foulds Foundation and
Gannett Foundation.

“There isn’t a day that passes that we
aren’t forced to turn away people in need of
immediate detoxification because there are
no beds available,” Lewis said. “Each day the
headlines tell the stories of tragedies associ-
ated with untreated substance use disorders,
and these consequences will continue until
we can respond to this unmet need.”

While the population at risk has nearly tri-
pled in the past 20 years, Lewis said the num-
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ber of detox beds has decreased from 28 beds
in 1984 to 25 beds in 2007, due to the lack of
resources to treat this chronic disease.

“Families need a place to turn in times of
crisis,” Lewis said. “The Board of Directors
is acutely aware of this need and is commit-
ted to raising the money needed to build a
new facility.”

The new 40-bed detoxification center will
be built on land donated by the city of Fort
Myers under a long-term lease. The four-
acre parcel on Evans Avenue formerly was
the home of the Fort Myers Recreation Cen-
ter. The planned 44,000 square foot facility
also will include room for outpatient coun-
seling and prevention offices now located on
McGregor Boulevard as well as administra-
tive staff.

SWFAS plans to break ground in February
with completion one year later.

SWEFAS is Southwest Florida’s most com-
prehensive substance abuse treatment and
prevention program, serving 6,000 people
per year from ages 9 to 90. SWFAS offers
outpatient and residential programs for
both adults and youngsters from nine loca-
tions throughout Lee and Hendry counties.
In addition, SWFAS provides detoxification
services for adults, prevention programming
for all ages, and an Employee Assistance
Program for about 60 Southwest Florida
businesses.

Fees are charged on a sliding scale, based
on family income. In many cases, private
insurance is accepted. SWFAS is a United
Way agency. B
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‘02 Boxster S, Arctic Silver/Grey Leather, 6 Spd, Options, 24,964 Miles VIN 661071
‘04 911 Carrera 4S Cabriolet, Guards Red/Black Leather, Tiptronic, 11,460 Miles VIN 653050

‘05 Cayenne S, Black/Havanna Leather, Navigation, Only 9,025 Miles, VIN A63572
‘06 Cayenne Turbo S, Silver/Black Leather, Options, 11,325 Miles, VIN A92238
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‘01 911 Carrera Cabriolet , Guards Red/Sand Leather, 6 spd, 32,718 Miles, Vin 654425

Select Pre-Owned

‘99 911 Carrera Cabriolet, Arctic Silver/Grey Leather, 6 Spd, 33,879 Miles, VIN S656521
‘07 Boxster S, Black/Black Leather, 5 Spd, 12,417 Miles, VIN 710334

‘03 911 Carrera 4 Cabriolet, Arctic Silver/Graphite, 6 Spd, 15,221 Miles, VIN 651914

‘07 Carrera S, Guards Red/Sand Leather, Tiptronic, 934 Miles, VIN 731601
‘06 Cayenne Titanium, Iceland Blue/Grey Leather, Navigation, 9,119 Miles, VIN 68483
‘06 Cayman S, Midnight Blue/Sand Leather, 6 Spd, Navigation, 3957 Miles, VIN 780678
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