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Bob Jones is founder of Silver Platter CDs EST1998 in Fort Myers. 
For information or to suggest music, email recordreviews@comcast.net

MUSIC scene

Michael Hurley recorded his first album 
for Folkways Records in 1965 using the 
same recording equipment that Leadbelly 
used to record his last session. He has 
released 20 records over the years, but has 
always been a bit too strange for conven-
tional folk music fans, and maybe for rock 

music fans as well. Recently, though, his 
career has seen a bit of a revival by what is 
called the Freak Folk movement. Deven-
dra Banhart, one of the bigger names in 
freak folk, has released Hurley’s Ancestral 
Swamp on his Gnomosong label. It is 
a primitive record that features mostly 
Hurley accompanying himself on his gui-
tar, and it feels like it could have been 
recorded in a living room. Hurley pens 
most of his songs but on this release 
he covers Blind Willie McTell’s “Dying 
Crapshooter Blues,” singing about “nine 
men going to the graveyard and only 
eight come back.” On his own “She got a 
Mathematic,” Hurley tells about a woman 
who “got a schematic, and could get a 
reaction/ no name she ever told me, but 
I guess that she don’t need one.” Over the 
years, Hurley has had a small but rabid fan 
base, with some of his out-of-print records 
selling for hundreds of dollars online. It’s 
nice to see that he has been “discovered” 
by a younger generation and heralded as 
the pioneer he is.  n 

Ancestral Swamp - Gnomosong Music 

Ancestral Swamp
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Michael Hurley

• Artisan cheeses, nothing pre-  
 packaged, taste before you buy
• Eclectic wine portfolio, have 
 you ever heard of Teroldego?
• Wine tasting machine, the only 
 “Enomatic round” in the area

• Tastings, intimate, educational, 
 and a lot of fun
• Plates at the bar, cheeses, 
 meats, patés, olives and more
• Tapas, the authentic way: a 
 glass of wine and a bite

Visit us at
Gulf Coast 

Town Center
(1-75, exit 128, 
Alico Road)

(239) 461-0155

Bring this ad to get a 10% discount on your fi rst purchase.

Artisan Cheeses • Unique Wines • Traditional Tapas & More...

It’s time you checked us out!

“Mack the Knife” may be the only Kurt 
Weill song to make it into the popular 
American standards songbook, but the 
influence that Weill has had on popu-
lar avant-garde music (if that is not an 

oxymoron) can’t be underestimated. The 
original “Mack the Knife,” sung in Ger-
man, is a very slow dirge, with very 
little in common with the Bobby Dar-
ren version. LoveMusik is a Broadway 
play that tells the story of the marriage 
between Lotte Lenya and Kurt Weill as 
told through Weill’s music. There are 27 
tracks of music and dialogue featured on 
this recording, and when you cut through 
the big showtune arrangements on Love-
Musik, there is a pretty good feel for 
the original recordings. “Alabama Song” 
(recorded by The Doors) starts with a 
stage call for Lotte Lenya and then Donna 
Murphy, who plays the part of Lenya, nails 
it. “Speak Low” is performed by Michael 
Cerveris, who plays Weill, with Murphy 
in the roll of Lenya. It opens the cast 
recording and may help bring this classic 
song to a broader audience. LoveMusik is 
in English but the music still retains the 
feel of the great German Master.  n 

LoveMusik - Ghostlight Records
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Original Broadway Cast

Saturday, December 1 at 2 p.m.
“The History of Toile, a Fabric Once 

Outlawed For Its Popularity”
Discover the history of this scenic fabric that was once banned in Europe because of 

its popularity and inexpensive price as it threatened the success of the local fabric 

manufacturers of the day. Learn how to use this fashionable fabric in your home: 

on windows, sofas, bedding, wallpaper and anywhere else textiles are used.

Saturday, December 8 at 3 p.m.
“Using Faux Design to Enhance Your Home”

Gordon River Décor artists Mary McIntyre and Tim North will speak about the use 

of decorative painting and faux finishing.  Perk up a wall, a niche, a tray ceiling and 

other surfaces with the application of unique hand-painted plasters and decorative 

glazes. Learn how the use of faux design can add spaciousness, dimension and life 

to any room or surface.

Saturday, December 15 at 2 p.m.
“Cook Better, Eat Better, Live Better with an Aga”

You’ll be amazed at the energy efficiency of this kitchen range with a hundred-

year-old legacy. Most often thought of as a British cooker, the Aga was actually 

invented in Sweden by a blind Nobel Prize-winning physicist who was inspired 

by his wife to develop a cooker that would look after itself. Considered one of the 

world’s great design icons, the Aga is now available for American homes. Enjoy a 

demonstration from an Aga Group representative and learn about other British-

inspired kitchen designs.

saturday seminar series
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (January - March: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.) 
Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Some showroom hours may vary.

Located on Corkscrew Road, I-75, Exit 123, in Estero between 
Naples & Fort Myers across from the Miromar Outlets • (239) 390-5111

RSVP to (239) 390-8207.

For a schedule of upcoming seminar topics, visit www.IDCFL.Com


