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Check out charities before giving

Are vyour mailboxes
filling up with year-end
solicitations for charitable
donations?

Deciding to whom
to give is not always

s easy. There are no laws
that require charities to
use a specific percentage of your dona-
tions on charitable purposes. It is up to
each of us to make sure our charity giving
is used wisely for those in need, instead of
lining the pockets of for-profit fundraisers
and questionable organizations.

The Lee County Sheriff’s Office Com-
munities Against Senior Exploitation rec-
ommends:

¢ Make an annual charitable giving bud-
get and list and stick to it. Keep your list
to a manageable number of charities.

e Don’t judge a charity by an impres-
sive sounding name. Many organizations
have names similar to other well-known
charities.

Seasonal
boating
speed zones
now in effect

Lee County Division of Natural Resourc-
es reminds area boaters to heed the sea-
sonal changes in several speed zones
in Lee County that went into effect last
week. Areas throughout the county includ-
ing Estero Bay and St. James City, will
experience changes in the posted speed
zones. These changes can be a reduction
in speed or an increase in speed. Boaters
are encouraged to take note of speed zone
signage to assist them in adhering to the
changes in the zones. All changes in the
zones are reflected in the Lee County
Boater’s Guide.

Additionally, Lee County Division of
Natural Resources would like to alert area
boaters to the high numbers of Manatees
currently in Lee County. Recent surveys
have found close to 400 Manatees in Lee
County waters, with as many as 100 locat-
ed in San Carlos Bay alone. Boaters are
encouraged to follow all speed zone regu-
lations, wear polarized sunglasses, avoid
sea grass beds, and remain alert when
boating. If the public spots a struggling,
beached, or injured manatee they are urged
not to try and assist the animal, but to call
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Commission hotline at 1-888-404-3922. W

* Ask for a written description of pro-
grams, staff, finances, and tax deductibility
of the charity, such as an annual report.

e Most telephone appeals are made
by salespeople employed by professional
fundraisers. Most of your donation goes
to the fundraiser, not to the charity.

For detailed reports that rate charities
and tell you how your donations will be
used, go to these national charity watch-
dog resources on the Internet: www.give.
org or www.charitynavigator.org

For information on local charities, con-
tact the Better Business Bureau at www.

bbb.org or call them.

For assistance call the Sheriff’'s Office
Fraud Line: 239-477-1242. &

— CASE, Communities Against Senior
Exploitation, is a Partnership of the Lee
County Sheriff’s Office and the communi-
ty to prevent elder financial exploitation
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