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Twenty-four Lee 
Memorial Health 
System physicians, 
including Dr. John 
Donaldson, chair-
man of the Lee 
Memorial board of 
directors, were hon-
ored recently as Best 
Doctors in America 
2007-2008 by Best 
Doctors, Inc.

Best Doctors are selected based on peer-
review, meaning physicians submit surveys 
about their colleagues to a selection com-
mittee. Florida ranks 4th in the U.S. for the 
total Best Doctors per state.

“I’m not surprised that two dozen of our 
talented physicians have earned this award. 
They work hard, day and night, for their 
patients, their community and the health 
system,” said Donaldson, a pediatric ear, 
nose and throat specialist. 

The Lee health system has been making 
strides in recent years to add more clinical 
input into the day-to-day operations of the 
system. 

In addition to Dr. Donaldson’s position as 
Chair of the Board of Directors, the system 
has also created a Physician Leadership 
Council that is co-chaired by two LMHS 
physicians, Dr. Thomas Presbrey, a diagnos-
tic radiologist, and Dr. Charlie Bisbee, an 
anesthesiologist. The council works directly 
with the board to address physician con-
cerns and to provide a system-wide stan-

Lee Memorial physicians earn 
national awards
Special to Florida Weekly dard for quality. The 

system is also working 
to assign at least one 
physician representa-
tive to board commit-
tees related to quality, 
education and planning 
to ensure greater clini-
cal involvement.

Physician input has 
been sought on most of 
the problems facing the 
delivery of health care 
in Southwest Florida. 
Currently, the PLC has 
appointed Task Forces 
on Emergency Care and 
Facilities Planning to 
give the Board of Direc-
tors direct input from clinicians as to the 
future of medicine in Lee County.

LMHS recently appointed Dr. Larry 
Antonucci, an obstetrics gynecologist, as 
the Chief Administrative Officer for Cape 
Coral Hospital, and Dr. Erick Burton, a 
cardiologist, is serving as President of the 
Lee County Medical Society. Dr. Burton was 
also heavily involved in LMHS’s Commu-
nity Health Visions: 2017 initiative, which 
gave more than 4,000 community members 
a chance to tell the system how they would 
like health care to be shaped in Lee County 
during the next decade.

“Our nation is at a tipping point right 
now when it comes to the delivery and 
financing of health care. LMHS wants to 
be one step ahead of the game by giving 
physicians a voice and taking their advice 

                                        

The 24 Lee Memorial Health 
System physicians  
who are Best Doctors for 2007-2008:
Dr. Patrick Sidney Bowman, Internal Medicine 
(General)
Dr. Paul R. Bretton, Urology
Dr. Richard Chazal, Cardiovascular Disease
Dr. John D. Donaldson, Otolaryngology
Dr. Anthony F. Fransway, Dermatology
Dr. Jonathan M. Frantz, Ophthalmology
Dr. Paul M. Gardner, Plastic Surgery
Dr. Jacob Herman Goldberger, Surgery
Dr. Stephen E. Hannan, Pulmonary and Critical 
Care Medicine
Dr. John C. Kagan, Orthopedic Surgery
Dr. Ronica M. Kluge, Infectious Disease
Dr. Jeffrey W. Lewis, Surgery
Dr. Michael Lutarewych, Infectious Disease
Dr. Paul D. Mantell, Internal Medicine (General) 
Dr. Michael P. Metke, Cardiovascular Surgery
Dr. William F. O’Brien, Obstetrics and Gynecology
Dr. James W. Orr, Jr., Obstetrics and Gynecology
Dr. John D. Osterman, Child Neurology and 
Pediatrics (General)
Dr. Paul A. Raskauskas, Ophthalmology
Dr. James H. Rubenstein, Radiation Oncology
Dr. Silvio C. Travalia, Cardiovascular Disease
Dr. Gladys Vazquez, Pediatrics (General) 
Dr. Steven West, Cardiovascular Disease
Dr. James J. Worden, Anesthesiology

m

to provide the best possible health care to 
our patients, family members and the com-
munity,” Donaldson said. “We need each 
other in order to overcome the continuous 
obstacles placed in our path by regulators 
and government”.

Best Doctors was founded as a way to 
recognize the most highly qualified special-
ists in their fields, so that patients could 
one-stop-shop for healthcare services from 
the best of the best.  n

Dr. John D. Donaldson
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saturday seminar series
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Saturday: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Some showroom hours may vary.

Located on Corkscrew Road, I-75, Exit 123, in Estero between 
Naples & Fort Myers across from the Miromar Outlets • (239) 390-5111

RSVP to (239) 390-8207.

For a schedule of upcoming seminar topics, visit
www.IDCFL.Com

Saturday, November 10 at 2 p.m.
“Designing the Perfect Bathroom”

Hear tips from author Barbara Sallick’s “The Definitive Guide To Designing The 

Perfect Bath” and be inspired to create the bathroom of your dreams or transform 

the one you already have.

Saturday, November 17 at 2 p.m.
“Glass for Today’s Homes:

Creative, Functional and Affordable”
Learn how to add decorative glass to your home’s interior and exterior in a range 

of prices and places, such as windows, doors, bathrooms, countertops, waterfalls, 

accessories and many other applications, including impact resistant glass.

Saturday, December 1 at 2 p.m.
“The History of Toile, a Fabric Once 

“Outlawed” For Its Popularity”
Discover the history of this scenic fabric that was once banned in Europe because of 

its popularity and inexpensive price as it threatened the success of the local fabric 

manufacturers of the day. Learn how to use this fashionable fabric in your home: 

on windows, sofas, bedding, wallpaper and anywhere else textiles are used.


