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P
53' Family Day at
2 the Nutcracker
£ Boutique is
Friday,
‘ November 23

Activities include
Santa's arrival at noon
to take pictures with
the children, a

- — magician, face
A Holiday Tradition! .:5 ™ \oiloon
artist and more! Food
will be available and
elves will help with
the festivities.

George Balanchine’s

The Nutcracker’

FREE ADMISSION!

Naples Philharmonic Orchestra

Juan Francisco Lamanna, conductor

and the
Miami City Ballet
Edward Villella, founding artistic
director/chief executive officer
Together again for this
holiday classic!

Experience the magic of The Nutcracker again [ itenq & (()1
in 2007! This acclaimed production features Sifi-giv; r ’CCOrati d
dazzling sets and costumes, brilliant choreography g
and the famous Tchaikovsky score. tiday; Noy, 23

Saturday, November 24, 2 & 8 p.m.

Sunday, November 25,2 & 7 p.m. 1
$48 adult, $21 student

For more information or to purchase tickets,
visit www.thephil.org or call (800) 597-1900.

AAPPA PHILHARMONIC CENTER for the ARTS
5833 Pelican Bay Boulevard, Naples, FL 34108-2740

A10 | NEWS | WeEk OF NOVEMBER 8-14, 2007

| FLORIDA WEEKLY

New brain surgery
technique will assist
area patients

BY MICHELLE L. START
Florida Weekly Correspondent

Southwest Florida patients diagnosed
with certain types of aneurysms no longer
have to drive to Miami or Orlando for
brain surgery, thanks to a technique that is
being used at HealthPark Medical Center.

HealthPark, part of the Lee Memorial
Health System, is only one of two hospitals
in the United States doing the procedure.
The other is Vanderbilt Medical Hospital
in Tennessee.

For patients like Phyllis Welsh, 60, who
was diagnosed with the condition in June,
it has been a relief.

She didn’t know she was even sick until
she went to Disney World in June, where
she became very nauseous and came down
with a headache after going on a ride.

Doctors diagnosed her with a brain
aneurysm. An aneurysm is an abnormal
bulging of one of the arteries in the brain.
It is estimated that up to one in 15 people
in the United States will develop a brain
aneurysm during their lifetime, according
to the Brain Aneurysm Resources. They
can lead to strokes, brain damage and
death if they burst.

Because of the way Welsh’s formed,
traditionally the only way to treat it would
be to cut her head open, find the aneurysm
and put a clamp on it. She would have had
to drive to Orlando or Miami to have the
procedure done and would have spent
several weeks recuperating.

“Having my head cut open didn’t sound
appealing to me,” said Welsh, 60, who

.

Incidence Rates of Brain
Aneurysms

o Approximately 0.2 to 3 percent of people with a
brain aneurysm may suffer from bleeding per year

* The annual incidence of aneurysmal subarach-
noid hemorrhage in the U.S. exceeds 30,000
people. Ten to 15 percent of these patients will die
before reaching the hospital and over 50 percent
will die within the first thirty days after rupture.

Of those who survive, about half suffer some
permanent neurological deficit

* Brain aneurysms can occur in people of all
ages, but are most commonly detected in those
ages 35 to 60

e \Women are actually more likely to get a brain
aneurysm than men, with a ratio of 3:2

--Source Brain Aneurysm Resources
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Dr. Eric Eskioglu, right, and Katie Knudson
prepare for a recent surgery at HealthPark
Medical Center, part of the Lee Memorial
Health System. Eskioglu is one of only a few
doctors nationwide who can do a less-inva-
sive brain surgery, called the Onyx aneurysm
treatment, to fix aneurysms.

decided instead to wait until October
when Dr. Fric Eskioglu could perform a
less invasive procedure called the Onyx
aneurysm treatment.

The procedure threads a catheter
through the groin, inserts it into the aneu-
rysm and then pumps it full of a putty that
prevents the aneurysm from bursting.

“We literally caulk the aneurysm,” said
Eskioglu. “The putty hardens. It fills the
aneurysm. The patient goes home the next
day. We offer them hope they didn’t have
anywhere else.”

He trained at Vanderbilt Medical Hos-
pital. Eskioglu performed the first one at
HealthPark Medical Center on Oct. 11.

While the Onyx putty has been used
in the United States since 2005, it was
only approved for use on aneurysms four
months ago, according to Eskioglu.

Welsh was one of two patients who
underwent the procedure on Oct. 11. She
went home the following day and was
ready to go play tennis within a few days.

“It’s fantastic,” she said. “There is no
better way to go. It was the easiest proce-
dure. It’s hard to believe that I had brain
surgery.” ll
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With a FREE Wind Inspection
e 2, ANUCK Sinc.

“On Track to Save You Money!”

State Certified WCE Contractor

239.931.3880

To learn more or to apply for a free wind inspection
log on to www.mysafefloridahome.com

ENTER CODE K-11

Matching Grant from the State to

make recommended improvements
to eligible homeowners



