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Teens:
prepare to
‘Laugh Out
Loud’ at
the library

BY LISA BARRINGER
Special to Florida Weekly

This month, some youths will be able
to get away with giggling aloud at the
library.

In fact, the Lee County Library Sys-
tem is inviting teenagers to break their
silence during Teen Read Week (Oct.
14-20). The goal is to get young adult
patrons to “LOL @ your library” - this
year’s theme of the national teen read-
ing initiative.

The Young Adult Library Services
Association - a division of the American
Library Association - instituted Teen
Read Week 10 years ago to promote
reading as a fun pastime for teenagers in
hopes of boosting reading scores. Dur-
ing the special week, libraries and public
schools across the nation will encourage
teens to read humorous books, watch
light-hearted movies or digest any form
of literature that evokes laughter. Local-
ly, there will be several opportunities
for Lee County adolescents to laugh

www.ala.org/teenread

out loud at free library programs such
as “Reverse American Idol,” “Butt Pil-
lows,” “Duct Tape Mania” and “Open
Mic Night.”

“The programs during Teen Read
Week are designed to introduce our
young adult patrons to teen literature
in a fun way,” said Voncile Williams,
library program coordinator. “This is
the week for teens to get in touch with
their funny side and LOL at their neigh-
borhood library.”

Locations within the library system
will also provide a booklist of popular
paperbacks and funny fiction suggested
for young adult readers.

“All of these books will appeal to teens
because they are funny and involve
characters and situations that are famil-
iar to many teens,” said Heather Phillips,
young adult reference librarian at Lakes
Regional Library in Fort Myers. “With
so much pressure on teens to read for
AR (Accelerated Reader) points and
to read for classes, it’s nice to be able
to offer them books that are just fun to
read. Books that might help remind them
to make time to read for fun. Hopefully
these titles will help them LOL.”

To obtain a schedule of Teen Read
Week programs within the Lee County
Library System, log on to www.lee-
county.com/library or visit the nearest
library location. M
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Insurance Tips

FLORIDA LAW  STATES  THAT
INSURANCE COMPANIES MUST GIVE
DISCOUNTS TO HOMEOWNERS WHO
PROTECT THEIR HOMES AGAINST
HURRICANES.

Southwest Floridians have seen in the past
few years the great damage that hurricanes and
storms can cause if windows and doors are not
covered. You will pay for hurricane protection,
whether you own it or not. Living in sunny
Florida carries with it a responsibility to protect
homes and property against hurricanes. One of
the most significant changes that a homeowner
can make in the cost of wind-related insurance
premiums is to protect the openings of a home
with approved hurricane shutters or impact-
resistant glass. If these are rated to withstand
at least 110-mph winds and also impact from
windborne debris, a homeowner will receive
the full scheduled premium credit.

Review insurance policies now to make sure
coverage is adequate.

Contact the Florida Department of Financial
Services in your city for detailed information
on insurance. In addition, this office will review
policies for homeowners.

Remember: Insurance companies stop
writing policies when a named hurricane
moves into the Gulf of Mexico or the Atlantic
Ocean off Florida. Obtaining insurance from
the state-backed Citizens Property Insurance
Corp. may take wecks.

Ine. Magazine Recognizes Storm
Smart in Annual ‘Inc. 500° List

Fort Myers, Fla. — Storm Smart Industries,
the largest hurricane protection company in
Southwest Florida, has been included by Inc.
Magazine in its annual “Inc. 5007 list of the
fastest-growing privately held companies in
America. Coming in at Number 387, Storm
Smart is the highest listed hurricane protection
company, as well as the only honoree, based in
Fort Myers.

While Storm Smart has been experiencing
triple-digit growth for the past several years,
the past two years of increased storm activity
have brought hurricane preparedness to the
forefront of people’s minds.

Brian Rist, Owner and CEQ of Storm
Smart Industries, states “We take great pride
in how our team of more than 150 committed
professionals have risen to the challenges
of such tremendous growth and continue to
provide our customers with first-rate products
and service. | want to take this time to personally
thank every member of the Storm Smart family,
especially our wonderful customers who have
entrusted us with the protection of their homes,
and ultimately, the safety of their family’s lives.
We do not take that responsibility lightly and
will continue to earn that trust, one customer
atatime.”

While Storm Smart has an extensive
advertising program, the majority of sales
originate from customer referrals, a fact that
employees take with great pride.

Along with this year's ‘Inc. 500" listing,
Storm Smart has also been recognized by the
Lee County Economic Development Office as
the Ninth Largest Manufacturing Company in
Lee County, as well as receiving a 2006 Best™

award from The News-Press.

Brian Rist, President of Storm  Smart
Industries, has been helping residents prepare
their hames against wind, rain and heat for
nearly a decade. If you have any questions or
need information about today's articles, please

call Storm Smart Industries ar 239-278-9092.
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