YES | SAID FREE!

That’s right Kobie Kooling is offering a FREE preventive
clean & check service on your central heat and air conditioning system.

e The original “Quick” response units. ® Home of Southwest Florida’s “Mold
Detective”. ® The most credentialed Environmental Team in Florida.
o NATE Trained and Certified Mechanics.

& Safety Check ($89.95 Value)

Valid on one Residential System.
Also $20 OFF Emergency Service Call with Florida Weekly
‘ coupon. Not to be combined with any other offer.
Valid with owner occupied residence only. Exp. 12/31/07
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Heart surgery drug
carries serious risks

BY MICHELLE L. START
Florida Weekly Correspondent

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration
has recommended that additional clinical
trials be conducted on a drug used locally
in heart surgeries after finding patients who
took it had a higher risks of serious side
effects including kidney problems, heart
attacks and strokes.

Although the agency stopped short of
pulling Bayer’s Trasylol from the market,
officials did require it carry additional
guidelines for physicians, informing
them of potential risks. Recently Bayer
conducted some safety studies that the
FDA is taking into consideration before
making a final decision.

The action came
19 months after the
FDA announced
that it was inves-
tigating the risk
of Trasylol,
which is used in
open-heart

surgeries.

During

an ini-
tial

review, investigators found that Bayer
withheld thousands of hospital records that
showed the drug was linked to higher mor-
tality and renal failure rates.

Peter Duggan, director of pharmacy at
Southwest Florida Regional Medical Cen-
ter, said surgeons there began to reduce
the frequency in which Trasylol was used
following the initial studies that showed a
higher risk for side effects.

“We still use it on select patients,” he
said. “There has not been a formal recall.
We use a lot less of it then we did in
January 2006. There has been a precipitous
drop. The physicians use it less often. But,
we do a lot of open heart surgeries and it is
still used by some physicians.”

The benefit of using Trasylol is that it
reduces internal bleeding, which means
less patients need to undergo blood trans-
fusions. Additionally, less bleeding means
surgeons have a better picture of what is
happening internally.

Duggan said the hospital uses several
drugs that have a “black box” warning.

“A lot of drugs have it,” he said. “It’s like
an extra type of warning for the physician.
It’s a highlighted area that you can’t miss. It
generally refers to a specific patient popu-
lation.”

The FDA recommended that Trasy-
lol carry the “black box” warning last
December.

The warning serves to alert physicians
that the drug may have adverse effects on
certain patient populations.

“You just have to be select when choos-
ing patients,” Duggan said. M

Monday, October 15
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Complimentary tours, food,
beverage and entertainment
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Join us on October 15 at Grand Court Fort Myers for our Grand Re-Opening!
We'll have a fun-filled evening full of entertainment from a local steel drum band,
island themed food and beverage stations throughout the common area and tours of
our beautiful, revitalized community. Senior living has never looked so good!
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8351 College Parkway
Fort Myers, Florida 33919
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Grand Re-Opening Special

Save over $4,000 for move-ins
by October 31, 2007




