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Should another hurricane hit Southwest 
Florida, the Salvation Army will be better 
prepared to meet the community needs 
thanks to the purchase of a new canteen.

Although resupply trucks frequently fill 
up the canteens when food, ice and water 
run low, there have been times during past 
hurricanes when everything has been given 
out and services had to be shut down for the 
day, said volunteer Johnny Christmas.

“We take care of whomever with whatev-
er is needed,” said Christmas. “The Salvation 
Army does everything for free.”

The new canteen cost $130,000. Most 
of the money came from disaster services, 
but individual contributions amounted to 
$20,000 and the Salvation Army received a 
$10,000 grant from United Christian Giving.

The new canteen will be able to serve 
1,000 meals at a time or up to 2,500 meals 
a day. This is almost twice as much as the 
old canteen was able to supply. It is one of 
seven new canteens distributed statewide, 
according to Florida Salvation Army spokes-
woman Dulcinea Cuellar. She said the other 
canteens went to St. Petersburg, Tampa, 
Jacksonville, Miami, Panama City and Fort 

Lauderdale.
The old canteen will go to a smaller com-

munity.
The canteens are not only used for hurri-

cane response, but for any disaster services. 
Most recently, the old one was put into use 
during the Estero wild fires.

It was purchased in 1994 and used through-
out Hurricanes Wilma and Charley. Between 
Oct. 25 and Nov. 8, 2005 following Hurricane 
Wilma, some 16,658 hot meals were served 
out of the canteen in Clewiston.

During that same time, it supplied res-
idents with 6,664 sandwiches and 15,189 
snacks. After Hurricane Charley, the Salva-
tion Army canteens gave away 15,019 pre-
pared meals, 1,822 sandwiches, 24,719 cold 
drinks, 4,000 cups of coffee and 1,700 articles 
of clothing from the canteen.

The canteen was also sent to Pascagoula, 
Miss. To help with disaster response follow-
ing Hurricane Katrina for two weeks. The 
local team assisted in providing 2.6 million 
hot meals and 4 million sandwiches.

The Salvation Army has been working 
disaster response since Sept. 8, 1900 when a 
hurricane struck Galveston, Tex. and killed 
5,000 people. The national commander 
Frederick Booth-Tucker ordered officers to 
Galveston for spiritual counseling. News-
papers across the country printed stories 
about the services being offered and disaster 
funding began. n

Salvation Army gets new 
rolling kitchen

Classic service you can count on
for all your automotive
service needs

Offer valid through 7/31/07

3811 Fowler Street ■ Fort Myers, FL 33901
www.terrywynterauto.com939-2500

Since 1996, Terry Wynter Auto Service Center has been
providing fast, friendly and efficient automotive service 
in our state-of-the-art service center.
To schedule your service call today!

ASE Certified Technicians
AAA Approved

Classic service you can count on
for all your automotive
service needs
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Better to aid disaster victims

9101 College Pt. Ct., 332-4440
7580 Winkler Rd., 481-2875
2247 First St., 332-3527
1631 Del Prado Blvd., 242-1270
8870 Daniels Pkwy., 225-7268
Two NEW Locations, Now Open!

Colonial / Six Mile Cypress, 433-6020
Sandoval / Cape Coral, 433-6000

The Power of Personal Service.

Left to Right: John Reingardt, Dennis Kucera, Bill Valenti, John Hodas and John Fritts 

Let us introduce you to our unique combination of financial expertise,

community service and client relationship building...banking the way

you've always wished it could be.

Involvement in the Rotary Club of Fort Myers, United Way of Lee

County, Greater Fort Myers Chamber of Commerce – these are just a few

ways Florida Gulf Bank demonstrates the power of strong leadership, and

the power of personal service...every day.

floridagulfbank.com

For just a few dollars a day and no long-term rental 

commitment, bring your product or service to Fleamasters, 

where thousands of new eyes will see what you are selling.

239-334-7001 ext. 200

Are Your Sales Down?

Just 1-1/2 miles west of I-75 at exit 138 or 

on the web at www.fl eamall.com

Join hundreds of great businesses and increase your sales 

at Southwest Florida’s biggest and best fl eamarket.
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Salvation Army area commander Berto Flores 
cuts the ribbon, opening the new canteen for 
business.
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Pete Gunn, Todd Method and Beverly Rysch-
kow cook and package hamburgers in the 
new canteen as part of the ribbon cutting 
ceremony.


