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A chat with Jim Sanger is a glowing 
reminder of why most of South-
west Florida’s population moved 

here in the first place. As a veteran of 
the YMCA world but a newcomer to Lee 
County, he is thrilled about the beach, 
the weather, the beautiful outdoors and 
the people in our community – things 
we should all notice and be grateful for 
every day.

Certainly Lee County will welcome Jim 
just as enthusiastically. With more than 
18 years of experience in YMCA opera-
tions, fundraising and strategic planning, 
his vision is to elevate the YMCA of Lee 
County to one of the largest Y’s in the 
state, a position he feels confident he and 
his team can achieve. He plans to reach 
that milestone by creating a much more 
relationship-driven philosophy, focusing 
both on renewing old relationships and 
cultivating new ones.

“The YMCA consists of people, not 
facilities,” says Sanger. “And even if our 
budget isn’t as large as some other Y’s, 
ours is extremely rich in people.”

Sanger’s short-term goals include 
improving operational issues and among 
his long-term objectives are to finish the 

Y’s capital campaign by Christmas and to 
move on with expansion plans by 2008. 
He says they are cur-
rently at 70 percent 
of where they need 
to be.

We have a lot 
of great people 
involved,” says 
Sanger. “But we need 
to concentrate on 
building even better 
relationships. We’re 
getting out into the 
communities, talk-
ing to people, doing 
more to accomplish 
our objectives.”

Relocating to Fort 
Myers from York, PA, 
Sanger served as vice president of opera-
tions for the YMCA of York and York 
County. There he was responsible for a 
$5.2 million budget.

A York native, Sanger played col-
lege baseball, majored in fitness man-
agement and even played semi-pro ball. 
The first time he set foot in the local Y 
was for his first job where he rose from 
corporate fitness director all the way 
through the ranks until he was ready to 
be CEO. Since the York CEO was in for 

a long tenure, Sanger started look-
ing elsewhere and Lee County 

matched his 
family’s needs 
perfectly.

“We want-
ed to go 
s o m e w h e r e 
warm,” Sanger 
explains. “My 
wife Lori was 
o r i g i n a l l y 
from Fort 
L a u d e r d a l e 
so coming to 
Florida was 
like coming 
home for her. 
And our chil-
dren, Brendon 

(13) and Logan (11) are happy 
with the move.”

The Sanger family has already 
planted Lee County roots – they 
have a home in west Fort Myers 
and wife Lori will soon begin 
teaching at Hancock Creek Ele-
mentary.

“Our family is sports-oriented 
and we love to be outdoors – 
everything just fell into place and 
we are ecstatic to be here.”   n

The YMCA’s new CEO James Sanger, Jr.: 
Building strong communities and strong relationships
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• 2,350± & 2,000±sf office/
  warehouse lease
• Retail & flex space on Alico Rd.
• Easy access to US 41 & I-75
• Zoned CG, Lee County
• Immediate occupancy        
• PRICE: 2,000SF - $11.00 PSF + CAM    
                 2,350SF - $14.00 PSF + CAM    
 

• 1,330±SF
• Sunset Plaza
• Zoned IPD
• Fully A/C
• Just off Summerlin Rd.
• Immediate Occupancy
• PRICE: $13.00 PSF

• 1,090± to 9,800± sf

• New CLASS A office park

• Off Daniels & adj. to Cross 

  Creek Country Club

• Close to I-75 & SW FL Int’l. Airport. 

• START @ $17.00 PSF + CAM

ALICO 
CROSSING

PARKER COMMONS 
OFFICE PARK

INDUSTRIAL OFFICE  
WAREHOUSE CONDO UNIT

For a complete inventory of our commercial
listings visit: www.vipcommercial.com

239.489.3303, X177

Sanger, Jr.

“The YMCA consists of 
people, not facilities,” 

says Sanger. “And 
even if our budget isn’t 
as large as some other 
Y’s, ours is extremely 

rich in people.”


