FORT MYERS FLORIDA WEEKLY |

WEEK OF MAY 10-16, 2007 | A&E | C9

GIVING

Donations help fund scholarships

BY PAUL FLYNN, PRESIDENT EMERITUS

Southwest Florida Community Foundation

Maria (not her real name) hopes to get
her Master’s Degree as a family nurse
practitioner sometime next year.

She’s a mother of two, but she’s a full-
time graduate student as well.

What a daunting task for a young mother.

You and your family can help promis-
ing young people like Maria by starting a
scholarship fund at the Southwest Florida
Community Foundation.

Maria’s story gets even better when
you go back a few years.

Maria wanted to be the first member of
her family to graduate from college. The
family had worked hard to pull themselves
out of poverty, and Maria had finished at
the top of her class.

She had the credentials to go to college.

But Maria didn’t have the money.

So she applied for a John and Mary
Shanley Memorial Scholarship, offered
through the Southwest Florida Commu-
nity Foundation.

She was interviewed by a committee of
the Foundation Trustees, and amazed the
group with her intelligence and potential.

She won a $20,000 scholarship ($5000
for 4 years) and was able to go to a local
college.

Thanks to that scholarship, this bright,
energetic lady is poised to become a pro-
fessional in the health care industry that
badly needs nurse practitioners. Without
it, she faced a lifetime of working for a low
wage in a service industry.

Several years ago, Mrs. Shanley, a quiet
humble lady living in a modest neighbor-
hood died and left funds in her will to
provide scholarships to young people.

In the last few weeks, the Southwest
Florida Community Foundation has
awarded more than $543,000 in scholar-
ships to 192 high school graduates.

Many of the successful candidates
appeared before a committee of Trust-
ees, all of them prominent community
members. These leaders spent hours over

three days interviewing candidates.

Members of the committee included:

e Mrs. Susan Fersner, chaired the com-
mittee.

e Audrea Anderson, vice president,
Florida Gulf Coast University;

* Robert daFrota, president, RDF Finan-
cial Services;

e Chris A. Gair, executive vice presi-
dent, Investor’s Security Trust Company;

e Jane L. Goble, estate planning and
trust officer;

* Dr. Francis L. Howington, retired Fort
Myers physician;

e Mrs. Donna Kaye, civic leader and
businesswoman;

e Mrs. Melvin Morgan, retired educa-
tor, Lee County School System;

« J. Tom Smoot, Jr., retired attorney and
historian.

They all volunteered their time and
helped almost 200 young people earn
funds for college and technical school
education.

That’s the good news.

The bad news is that we had more than
1000 applicants, meaning more than 800
young people who needed funds didn’t
get them.

You can help provide more scholar-
ship opportunities for future generations
of young people by starting a scholarship
fund at the Southwest Florida Community
Foundation.

The Foundation pools your donation
with more than $45 million already invest-
ed by nationally-known money managers.
As the funds grow, so does the amount we
can award each year.

Find out how your scholarship will
provide hope for more students than ever.
Call Dr. Julia East, Community Foundation
President & CEOQ, at (239)274-5900. H

The Southwest Florida Community Foundation
has been supporting the communities of Lee, Charlotte,
Collier, Glades and Hendry Counties through endowed

Sfunds for 30 years. With assets of more than $54 mil-

lion and 310 endowed funds, the Community Founda-
tion has provided more than $24.5 million in grants
and scholarships to the communities it serves.
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( Over 250 Uni?ue Menu Items )
: Something for Everyone! :
NATIVE FLORIDA CUISINE
: Crisp ‘n’ Cool Salads :
ALL U CAN EAT SPECIALS
Served with Fries & Corn on the Cob
OVERSTUFFED
: SANDWICHES :
37 KIDS MEALS
\ Wholesome & Nutritious J

| 239-395-2300 « www.hungryheron.com
_ Weddings ¢ Banquets 2330 Palm Ridge Road, Sanibel Island

Holiday Displays ¢ Grand Openings L o T
Award Ceremonies and more By N S TN

o

Ice S.cu.lptures by Wil
239-560-2758

paradicesculpture@yahoo.com

Formerly known as “Brixz"

Special Mother’s Day Menu ¢ $24.95 Adults, $12.95 Kids

Eggs * Bacon * Bratts ¢ Biscuit and Gravy * Penne Primavera ¢ Meat Lasagna *
Chicken Francese « Chicken Cacciatore * Salmon ¢ Mixed Veggies * Roasted Red Bliss
Potatoes with onions and peppers * Slow Roasted Prime Rib Carved to order *
Syl's house salad * Greek pasta salad * Fruit Salad ¢ Assorted Desserts

Endless Mimosa for $ 10.00
Ask your server about Mother’s Day Specialty Drink
3583 McGregor Blvd. « Fort Myers, FL » 239-936-1491

Banquets and Private Parties Available * Call for Reservations

* The finest in choice beef, pork, veal & poultry
¢ Largest selection of Italian specialties
* Quality homestyle catering for any occasion
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MARIO’S OWN CITTERIO

BEEF PINWHEEL$5 gw- ROSEMARY $49g

STEAKS ROASTED HAM

LY A
SALAMI
$399

THIN SLICED ITALIAN STYLE

PATTIES
$3 9 PROVOLONE

PORK

CUTLETS CHEESE

o 5199 oo 499
SPARE RIBS PARMIGIANA

o 9229 seesoeo saier 5499
RIBS CHICKEN CUTLETS
MEATBALL MIX $2 19 &N)I:FEEC $2 19
BEEF*PORK*VEAL SODA cworoer

SALE ITEMS GOOD THRU 05/12/07 « WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
12326 South Cleveland Avenue * Monday-Saturday ¢ 9am-6pm e 936-7275
Not Responsible for Typographical Errors. e Lt




