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business profiles

For Marietta Mudgett, Executive Direc-
tor of The Greater Fort Myers Chamber 
of Commerce, work is not strictly busi-
ness.  Her early days in finance for human 
services organizations, including the Lee 
Mental Health Center and the Area Agency 
on Aging, taught her that interacting well 
with people is what matters most when it 
comes to successful business practices. She 
has put that philosophy into place every 
day since the Chamber’s inception in 1989 
and her promotion to Executive Director 
in 1991.

“We grew from nothing to 1,350 mem-
bers today,” says Mudgett. “And we have 
made a tremendously positive impact on 
the community.”

For Mudgett, running the Chamber as a 
business means having a clear set of goals 
to accomplish. A main objective is to con-
tinue to grow the Chamber while maintain-
ing their foundation of good relationships 
and effective services.

“We are a board-driven Chamber,” she 
explains. “They set the tone and lay out the 
plan – it is my job along with my staff to 
carry out that mission.”

As a result, the Chamber has devel-
oped and implemented a series of programs 
designed to bring businesses together and 
to establish a forum to build long-term rela-
tionships that will benefit the community.

This Chamber has set education as their 
highest priority, donating 10 percent of 
their dues to education-oriented programs, 
teachers and scholarship funds. Mudgett 

feels that their commitment of more than 
$400,000 has played an important part in 
the quality of education in our area.

Mudgett is also proud of the Chamber’s 
Leadership Program – launched seven years 
ago, it is a well-run, affordable program that 
has produced many community leaders and 
a myriad of networking opportunities.

Most recently, Mudgett played an inte-
gral role in facilitating the new “Women 
in Business” program which meets the first 
Wednesday of every month, featuring guest 

speakers and themed formats that address 
current issues or concerns.

As Fort Myers grows, Mudgett is a watch-
ful observer of change and notes that for 
the most part, there is a positive outlook.  

“Because we originally shared a build-
ing with the Downtown Redevelopment 
Agency, I was aware of the early planning 
stages for the Riverfront District and now 
we are seeing that come to fruition,” com-
ments Mudgett.

She has also seen huge advances in 
technology that have revolutionized area 
businesses. In response, the Chamber has 

formed the Infor-
mation Technology 
Committee Tech-
nology Group as 
well as hosting an 
annual Technology 
Trade Show.

What does Mud-
gett forecast for the 
Fort Myers business 
community? 

“I believe in the 
Lee County/Fort 
Myers economy and 
I see a healthy busi-
ness climate over 
the next couple of 
years,” she states. 
“People will keep 
coming here, and 
the Chamber will 
respond by con-
tinuing to work on 
affordable hous-
ing, small business 
issues and health-
care issues as they 
relate to area busi-
ness. We are also organizing a task force 
that will work on healthcare referrals in 
our area.”

As the community and the Chamber 
grow, Mudgett is motivated by the human 
dynamic that she experiences every day.

“One of the greatest things that we do 
is to provide an atmosphere that inspires 
professional and personal relationships,” 
Mudgett explains. 

Mudgett says that she learns something 

from almost everyone she meets and has 
been greatly inspired by the Chamber’s 
Board of Directors, Bill Smith and Dick 
Ackert. She is a firm believer in the Golden 
Rule and the concept that if you send out 
good, you’ll get good back.

“This is exemplified by my great staff,” 
says Mudgett. “They are wonderful and I 
couldn’t do what I do without their support 
and input. It’s a pleasure and a privilege to 
work with them.” n
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Port Charlotte - Off Harborview Rd.
Single-family homes from the mid $200s
941-624-5947

CaPe Coral - Del Prado & U.S. 41
Townhomes from the upper $100s
Single-family homes from the mid $200s
239-731-6221

South Fort MyerS - Summerlin & Winkler
Single-family homes from the low $300s
239-432-1520

NaPleS - Immokalee & Randall
Single-family homes from the mid $300s
239-354-0243

lehigh aCreS - Across from Veterans Park
Single-family homes from the low $200s
239-303-7012

For a complete list of Right & Ready homes, visit rightandreadyhomes.net
All prices and availability are subject to change 
without notice. Please see sales associate for 
details.  Broker participation welcome.

Ahead in design.  Above in craftsmanship.  Alone in value.  That’s

Visit these communities to find a Right & Ready home you can move into right away.

EvEry growing family nEEds a littlE

Think of all the benefits of a Right & Ready
home from D.R. Horton.  They’re the right 
size for growing families, with three to six 

bedrooms and up to more than 4,000 square 
feet under air.  They’re right where you want 
to be, close to schools, shopping and more. 

And they’re ready to move into right away.

Right & Ready homes come with generous incentives, with up to $125,000 off
the purchase price through June 30th!  We promise you a home purchase that’s just 
right for you.  We’re the largest homebuilder in America, building more than 50,000 
homes a year in 27 states.  So we can offer savings no other builder can match.

are you ready to Save?
thEn it’s thE right timE to buy.
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“We grew from nothing to 
1,350 members today,” says 
Mudgett. “And we have made 
a tremendously positive 
impact on the community.”




