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GIVING

How To Know A Responsible Nonpraofit

BY PAUL FLYNN, PRESIDENT & CEO

Southwest Florida Community Foundation

How can you be sure a nonprofit orga-
nization is stable and well run?

How can you assure that your donation
will be spent well and not go into a “black
hole?”

There are questions you should always
ask before writing a check to your favorite
charities.

How can you
assure that your
donation will be

spent well and not
go into a “black
holg?”

The Southwest Florida Community
Foundation has given away more than $24
million in its 30 years existence.

We continually monitor agencies for
good governance, wise spending, and
appropriate programs.

Not all non-profits earn a grant.

Here are some things you should see
before you write the check:

¢ Is the nonprofit recognized as a 501
(c)(3) charity by the Internal Revenue
Service? Don’t be afraid to ask the agency
for a copy of its IRS approval letter. We
require a copy with any nonprofit apply-
ing for a grant from us.

e Who’s on the governing board? A
healthy nonprofit board should include at
least one financial professional, such as a
Certified Public Accountant. That way,
a wise finance board member can moni-
tor the spending and keep the nonprofit
within its operating budget.

A good nonprofit will have board mem-
bers who aren’t directly involved with
operations. A board of a youth organi-

zation, for example, shouldn’t have only
parents on the board.

It’s wise to have an attorney on a non-
profit board, to help the charity avoid
legal problems. Ask for the affiliation of
board members. Are they family mem-
bers of the boss?

e Ask to see the operating budget.
Be careful that you don’t restrict your
nonprofit, though. The United Way, for
example, needs to spend money annu-
ally on fund-raising, because United Ways
must raise what they give away every
year.

* What are the ‘perks’ for the top admin-
istrators? An outstanding administrator
should be paid a salary comparable to
others who do the same job elsewhere.
But there needs to be a logical reason for
providing a country club membership.
But don’t expect a good administrator to
work without benefits, such as health care
and retirement savings.

e Visit the organization’s offices or
facilities.

When you visit a homeless shelter,
you’ll know quickly if it serves the most
needy, every day.

« Study the track record of the agency’s
programs. How many clients did the agen-
cy serve last year? Did the agency fulfill its
mission statement?

* Does the agency duplicate what oth-
ers do in the community?

In 2006, three similar agencies merged
their administrative functions in Fort
Myers. They have one office, one phone
system, one copying machine, and one
executive director, but the new agency is
serving more people more economically.

e Don’t be afraid to ask questions.
You're giving away your money. You
want it spent wisely. ll

The Southwest Florida Community Foundation
has been supporting the communities of Lee, Charlotte,
Collier, Glades and Hendry Counties through endowed

Sunds for 30 years. With assets of more than $54 mil-
lion and 310 endowed funds, the Community Founda-
tion has provided more than $24.5 million in grants

and scholarships to the communities it serves.

PUZZLE ANSWERS

LD =~ |4 |k — |20 |
Iﬂ- r-.'-lm Lo ‘-I--PI- =] -lll'l'.l'l
I—" #III{.H w m.m P "-JI"'.-."
M| oD% =)D & D
.'-4 —l.h o -ﬂ'ln-lL'rI ta I'-.JIII.IEI

Gh | fad | |0 B[~ |[H =
B k|~ | B 3| - | th MM
I-h -ql-l-mr.n.m-nl.nlu
Iﬂ'ln mlmm—.m.hul-q

L B
r I e iR
O F am M

m
-

|

=

1= &
I » o
n r

-
—

nan

[

P U T o T
= = "3 O

o

Omnd= W

'
mm - —

=T

Mmoo >
T mm O
13m0

- — = M
[

Ly |

A e
- - s

I .
-ﬁ‘*Ei—ﬂh'ﬂl

@ hen Impressions

are Important

( Over 250 Uni?ue Menu Items )
: Something for Everyone! :
NATIVE FLORIDA CUISINE
: Crisp ‘n’ Cool Salads :
ALL U CAN EAT SPECIALS
Served with Fries & Corn on the Cob
OVERSTUFFED
: SANDWICHES :
37 KIDS MEALS
\ Wholesome & Nutritious J

| 239-395-2300 « www.hungryheron.com
_ Weddings ¢ Banquets 2330 Palm Ridge Road, Sanibel Island

Holiday Displays ¢ Grand Openings L o T
Award Ceremonies and more By N S TN

o

Ice S.cu.lptures by Wil
239-560-2758

paradicesculpture@yahoo.com

Formerly known as “Brixz"

Kentucky Derby Party ¢ Saturday, May 5 « 5pm
Dress in traditional Derby attire and support your favorite thoroughbred!
Live Simulcast « Traditional Kentucky Mint Juleps

3583 McGregor Blvd. « Fort Myers, FL » 239-936-1491

Banquets and Private Parties Available * Call for Reservations

BOTTOM ROUND
ROAST

BREAST

SAUSAGE

* The finest in choice beef, pork, veal & poultry
¢ Largest selection of Italian specialties
* Quality homestyle catering for any occasion
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U.S.D.A. CHOICE BLACK ANGUS $ gg HORMEL DILUSSO $ 99
DELMONICO = GENOA 15
STEAKS SALAMI (CSLICED TO ORDER )
U.S.D.A. CHOICE BLACK ANGUS FINLANDIA

SWISS
CHEESE

$929 5499

(SLICED TO ORDER )

U.S.D.A. CHOICE BLACK ANGUS
$ 1 99 rEccinmo $399
CHUCK " EheESEN
FRESH BONELESS SKINLESS CENTO
CHICKEN $1 99 PEPPERONCINI $1 99

PEPPERS

MARIO’S HOMEMADE PASTA SAUCES

5LBS. OR MORE

$349

THIN SLICED ITALIAN STYLE

CHICKEN * TOMATO
CUTLETS o MARINARA
o MEAT
MARIO’S HOMEMADE $2 99 + VODKA
BUY ONE QUART OF SAUCE RECEIVE ONE
CHICKEN 8 POUND DON PEPPE REG. CUT PASTA

FREE

SALE ITEMS GOOD THRU 05/05/07 « WHILE SUPPLIES LAST
12326 South Cleveland Avenue * Monday-Saturday ¢ 9am-6pm e 936-7275
Not Responsible for Typographical Errors. e Lt




