
BEST PLACE TO WATCH THE SUNSET
The Outrigger on Fort Myers Beach
Island legend has it that if you keep your eyes open during the final moments of 
the sunset over the Gulf, you can catch a glimpse of the fabled green flash. No 
place in Lee County offers a better spot to witness this phenomenon than the Tiki 
Bar at the Outrigger hotel on Fort Myers Beach. White sand stretches from the 
foot of the hotel to the waters of the Gulf, and a live band channels Jimmy Buffet 
as the sun dips toward the horizon. All in all, it’s the perfect setting for a tropical 
sunset. And to see that green flash? Start with a couple of pina coladas.

BEST PARK
Lakes Regional Park

I f you’ve lived in Lee County long enough, chances are you’ve been to Lakes 
Park. The 279-acre facility is often the site for birthday parties, corporate 
events and school field trips. Begun as a manmade rock quarry in the 1960s, 

Lakes Park was purchased by the county in 1978 and became a park under Lee 
County Parks and Recreation in 1984. It boasts a miniature railroad and official 
Start! Walking Path approved by the American Heart Association. Wi-Fi hotspots 
are now part of the amenities, so visitors can surf the Web in the pavilions and 
parking lots surrounding the beach.

BEST PLACE TO BIKE
Sanibel

S anibel offers 22 miles of well-maintained bike paths. Riders have a chance to 
experience the island on a personal level, winding through Sanibel’s quaint 
shopping districts, quiet neighborhoods, and beautiful natural areas. Bring 

your own bike or rent one from one of the island’s hotels or rental facilities. Billy’s 
Rentals on Periwinkle Way has multi speeds for $20 a day. Or go all-out and rent 
a two-seater ($65 for four hours). Try the four-mile loop through the J.N. “Ding” 
Darling National Wildlife Refuge, where you can hike into the refuge or climb the 
bird observation tower if your butt needs a rest.
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